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Dave Garroway Chooses: 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL SPORTS CAR EVER BUILT 
lly 














The pleasures of a 

vacation in the Golden 

Land of Apple Valley are an 

experience of unforgettable enjoyment. 
Lazy blue skies invite you to engage in 
your choice of an endless variety of 
recreation ... championship golf, 

fishing, 100 miles of bridle trails, hunting, 
temperature controlled swimming pool, 
tennis, dancing, entertainment. 

And food and accommodations at 

one of the nation’s finest hotels. 

All this within 2 hours from Los Angeles, 
just 5 miles off U. S. 66 


i 


—— 


In the Golden Land of 
APPLE VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 


For Reservations See Your Travel Agent 
or contact our offices 


LOS ANGELES  — TRinity 3671 — STanley 7-1678 
LONG BEACH W— L.B. 400989 
SAN DIEGO — BElmont 47271 
SAN FRANCISCO — YUkon 2-6905 
SEATTLE — MUtual 1981 
or call direct 


Victorville 5327 
Teletype Victorville Cal 8788 
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REVOLUTIONARY NEW SELF-CONTAINED, COMPLETE SPRAY KIT MAKES PAINTING EASY! 








With Amazing 


Nothing To Do But Pull The Trigger! 
Astonishing New Principle Requires 
No Air Compressor, No CO Cartridges, 
No Tank! Nothing Extra To Buy! 


Simply plug Super Jet into any 110 Volt A.C. electrical outlet 
and start spraying! The patented precision pumping mechan- 
ism allows you to spray from open or closed containers; 
spray paints, enamels, varnishes, shellacs, lacquers, water, 
oil, insecticides, fungicides, even water soluble fertilizers! 
And amazing Super Jet operates as well on a thimbleful or a 
barrelful of spraying liquid! 

All metal Super Jet contains NO BREAKABLE PLASTIC 
OR GLASS parts! Lightweight and rugged, it sprays as well 
as professional equipment costing up to 3 times as much! 
Unlike cumbersome professional equipment or impractical 
toy-like spray guns, you can use Super Jet every time you 
have anything to paint or spray. It’s so simple to use, so easy 
to clean. Super Jet pays for itself! 


AVERAGE JOBS—Aluminum 
jar holds enough material for 
average paint jobs... chairs, 
tables, shelves, furniture, etc. 
; Simply refill jar for larger jobs 
“ : such as boats or automobiles. 
a) Also perfect for spraying in- 
; secticides, liquid fertilizers, re- 
moving wall paper, lubricating 

tools and machinery, etc. 





Now Spray Anything In Minutes 


New Super Jet! 





No Special Air Compressors or Extra Motors Needed! 
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we 
No Spraying Experience Needed 
To Operate Easy-To-Use SUPER JET! 
Independent laboratory tests plus consumer testimonials 
show that 1 oak Jet is the most versatile spray unit on 
the market! Super Jet is so rugged, so efficient and eco- 
nomical to use that Army, Navy and Air Corps used 
them. Thousands in use today in homes and industry. 
Simple to operate, non-clogging and easy to clean, amaz- 
ing new Super Jet Spray Kit saves time, work, money! 





AUTOMATIC FILTER! SELF-CLEANING! 
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NO MORE STRAINING !—Super NOTHING TO TAKE APART TO 











SMALL JOBS — Spray direct 
from container! Excellent for 
small spray jobs; painting gar- 
den tools, toys, metal grill work, 
flower pots, lamps, and hobby 
projects. Also permits spraying 
deodorizers or disinfectants 
right from bottle! This feature 
saves money too. Sprays last 
drop of paint or spray material! 























Jet comes equipped with an in- CLEAN !—Super Jet cleans itself. 
genious, fine screen, metal filter Simply spray solvent through 
that automatically strains paint the gun for 20 seconds and Super 
and spray materials. Dirt, pig- Jet is clean and ready for an- 
ments, lumps, paint skin, etc. are other job . . . for a different spray 
automatically filtered out and material . . . or for storage! No 
prevented from clogging the gun! work! No time wasted! 


Hy Mail Coupon TODAY and 
EREE get Free 5-piece pocket 
® Screw Driver Set. 

















LARGE JOBS—Super Jet's revo- 
lutionary principle permits con- 
tinuous spraying direct from 
large containers of spray ma- 
terial. Special “long-distance” 
tubing eliminates refilling. No 
expensive tanks or compressors 
to buy! Spray walls, floors, 
ceilings, gardens, lawns, etc. 
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EXTRA BONUS! Send $29.95 in 

* full payment of 
your SUPER JET SPRAY KIT and re- 
ceive as extra bonus tool kit pictured! 
Tempered steel 6 inch wrench, 7 inch 


pliers, screw driver blades and chuck, 
complete with carrying case. Not a toy! 















MAIL COUPON TODAY FOR 10 DAY FREE TRIAL 





A COMPLETE SPRAY KIT! 
Only $29.95—1. a week! 


@ NEW SUPER JET SPRAY GUN 

@ POLISHED ALUMINUM JAR 

@ AUTOMATIC PAINT STRAINER 

@ 15 FT. DISTANCE TUBING 

@ 23 FT. NEOPRENE CORD SET 

@ SPARE PARTS 

@ WALL CHART & INSTRUCTIONS 
@ STEEL CARRYING CASE 

PLUS Your Name in 23 KARAT GOLD 
written on Super Jet Carrying Case 


FULLY GUARANTEED! 10 Day Free Trial 
plus 90 Day Guarantee Against Mechanical Defects. 










POWER PRODUCTS, INC., 175 E. 87th St., N. Y. C. 







POWER PRODUCTS, INC. 











I “apie i 
j Super Jet Division, 11-AG j 
| 175 E. 87 St., New York 28, N. Y. i 
j Please send amazing new SUPER JET SPRAY KIT. | must be completely satisfied ] 
1 or | may return within 10 days for full refund. | am using payment plan i 
checked below. i 
Enclosed is $29.95 in FULL PAYMENT including postage. Be sure to send i 
| my FREE GIFT plus EXTRA BONUS for full payment. 
1! SIMPLIFIED BUDGET PLAN. Enclosed is $3.00. | will pay balance § 
of $26.95 at $1.00 per week plus postage and small credit service \ 
I charge. (No credit charge if paid within 60 days.) Be sure to send 
i my FREE GIFT! 
YOUR NAME will be written in 23 Karat Gold on your kit. Please Print Carefully. 
, NAME r 
ADDRESS j 
! I 
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NOVEMBER ’55 


letters 


Tue Epiror, SCI: 

As a subscriber, I’d like to see the following included: 

1. A full page color photo of a well known or interesting 
sports car. This picture should be suitable for framing and 
should be of the same size, if possible, to permit, always, 
similar framing. The backgrounds should be simple, with 
no people therein (of either sex). These photos should 
be of current cars, although one of four or five should be 
of all time greats. Many of my friends say that this alone 
would be worth the price of the ‘magazine. Besides, what 
am I going to do with my recreation room’s walls? 

2. A section devoted to for-sale, wanted,. etc. 

3. Tune-up hints. 

4. Location and dates, well in advance, of major, and 
LOCAL sports cars events of all types. 

5. Listings of sports car clubs. 

6. Photo stories showing details of current cars. 

7. Honest, or as honest as can be, evaluation of current 
cars. 

8. Technical question and answer column. 

9. Accurate reporting with liberal photo coverage of 
cars and their details at events. PLEASE no blurred back- 
ground photos of six cars rounding a turn taken with a 
long focus lens. These serve no purpose at all. Let’s see 
the cars before the race. Oh yes, please mention in your 
coverage WHAT MADE THEM DROP OUT. Mention 
clutch trouble, brake cylinder failure, etc. 

That'll do-for a start. The above represents the senti- 
ments of many people. At the first picture of an “El 
Dorado,” etc., I'll throw away every magazine as it comes, 
unopened. If you stick to your specific field, and incor- 
porate most of.the above, do not attempt to cover “motor- 
ing” and are truly “Sports Cars Illustrated,” I'll pay 
$10.00 a year. “Autosport” alone costs me $12.00....A 
good monthly is still worth $10.00. You may mention my 
list, above, in your editorial comments. 

Jack Katzen 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
That’s the way we like ’em. Will do—are doing!—Ep1rtor. 


Tue Epiror, SCI: 

I have been an avid reader of your magazine “Sports Cars 
Illustrated.” I am questioning the authenticity of a state- 
ment made in the August issue of this year. On page 29 
a statement reads as follows, quote: “While the Adventurer 
has no price tag, the $4,000 Thunderbird outranks the MG 
in only one department—price!” unquote. 

Having been able to put both cars through their paces, 
I feel competent enough to cite the following comments 


and facts. To start with the Thunderbird outranks the MG 
in many respects, such as acceleration, top speed, accessabil- 
ity of parts and relatively low cost of repairs. 

The $4,000 price tag is a highly inflated figure in this 
respect. The Thunderbird with $4,000 as a price tag would 
include: power steering, power brakes, power windows, 
power seats, radio, electric clock, fiberglass top, Fordomatic, 
fresh air heater, white walls and still many other extras. I 
was quoted the price of an MG by a Detroit area dealer 
as $2,325 with no extras, not even a heater. A Thunderbird 
delivered in the Detroit area, including all taxes is about 
$3,000. 

I feel that you picked a poor parallel in comparing the 
MG to the Thunderbird. A closer parallel might have 
been drawn in comparing the Thunderbird to the Austin 
Healey, but even then you would be comparing a sports 
car to a personal car. 

I hope you will read this objectively and that I will 


hear from you in the near future as I enjoy your magazine 
very much. 


W. James Dohany, Jr. 
Dearborn, Michigan: 
Tue Epitor, SCI: 

I have just finished my last two issues of “Sports Cars 
Illustrated”; they were both excellent and had good cover- 
ORR: sis 

William M. Walsh 
Bedford, N. Y. 
Tue Eprror, SCI: 

I have just completed reading the August issue of “Sports 
Cars Illustrated.” It came highly recommended from a girl 
friend who also is just getting into the swim of things in 
the field. If I may say so without offending your sense 
of modesty, this publication fulfills a real need for me. The 
“Thousand Mile” article was of especial interest, covering 
the subject of road racing as practiced in Europe, catching 
the “feel” of the Italian scene ,and getting over the high- 
lights of the race itself without surplus verbiage. And 
thanks for neat presentation without the “chummy” stuff 
too often used for filler. 

A suggestion: As a gal who likes to drive a sports car 
for fun, I should like to see some articles on back-road 
cruising. There are plenty of beautiful by-ways worth the 
fuel. Too often the American motorist, even on a pleasure 
trip, settles for the short way from home to “there.” The 
by-ways get skipped. Try one piece and guage the reaction. 
Bet they like it. 

Dolores Phelps 
New York, N. Y. 


SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED subscription rates: Continental U.S. 1 year $3.50; 2 years $6.00; 3 years $9.00. Camada 1 year $4.00; 2 years $7.00; 3 years $10.50. 
Rates for all other countries supplied on request. Single copy/35c. Change of address: 45 days’ notice’ is required. 


SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED is published monthly. 


The name SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED is the U.S. Patent Office Registered Trade Mark of MOTOR PUBLICA- 


TIONS, INC. Entered as second class matter at Post Office, Washington, D. C., with additional entry at the Post Office, Silver Spring, Maryland, under the act of March 3, 
1879. Manuscripts and photographs must be accompanied by sufficient postage if their return is desired, but no responsibility will be assumed for loss or damage to 


ugsolicited material. 


Copyright 1955 by MOTOR PUBLICATIONS, INC.,‘under International Copyright Convention. 


All rights reserved under Pan American Convention. Reproduction or 


use, without express permission in writing, of any editoral or pictorial matter, in any manner, is prohibited. Use of any person’s name in fiction, semi-fictional articles or 


humorous features is to be regarded as a coincidence and not as the responsibility of SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED. 


by the writers are their own and not necessarily those of the publisher. 


It is never done knowingly. The opinions expressed 


Printed in the U.S.A. On sale at leading newsstands-—coast to coast in the U.S.A., Canada, 
Mexico, South America, Hawaii, Europe and throughout the world by subscription. 













letters 


: Tue Epitor, SCI: 
I am enclosing several new subscrip- 
tions. I can’t think of a better Christ- 
mas gift for those who already have 
| their MG’s, TD’s, XK’s, etc. 

Seriously, I think congratulations are 
in order just on the basis of perform- 
ance in the first few issues, With the 
shakedown that comes with any new 
venture of this kind successfully navi- 
| gated, you should have continued smooth 
sailing before you. 

I am happy to see that you are con- 
centrating on sports cars. That’s the 
! ticket. Those of us who drive, dream. 
| eat, sleep, and appreciate the true sports 
job appreciate this job you’ re doing. You 
may wander, but don’t forget where 
home is. Best of luck. 
| Joel Katz 
PT Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Thanks, we'll take the praise—but 
;, . we’re not excluding the non-sport foreign 
jobs that rate attention —Epitor. 


Tue Epitor, SCI: 

I am very enthusiastic about the Sep- 
tember issue of “Sports Cars Illus- 
trated.” At last—a magazine about 
sport cars not controlled by Detroit . 

Two suggestions: 

(1) Expand the Fashions Department. 
Include more items, cost and avail- 
ability. Perhaps your good offices 
can prevail upon the clothing in- 
dustry to design and provide suit- 

able clothing for this growing sport. 

(2) List of all sport cars—as done by 

- Esquire a couple of years ago. 

. J. McFarland 
Commander, USN 
Norfolk, Virginia 

The fashion news will stay around. 
Our infiuence can only be a reflection of 
your ideas—let us know. We'll be list- 
ing not only sport cars, but clubs and 
events—with lots of local coverage.— 
EpiTor. 


Tue Epitor, SCI: 

Note with great interest your articles 
on tuning sports jobs. I find them of 
general interest, as do friends with same 
enthusiasms, but we are each waiting 
for you to get around to our type of 
streaking steel. Keep that stuff coming. 
Maybe, sometime in the future, you can 
give us a bit on the cost accounting 
involved in competing with various pro- 
duction cars—the basic info: tires, tun- 
ing, etc., leaving out what happens when 
you wind up eating sand. 

Tom Knudsen 
St. Louis, Mo. 





Every order shipped or acknowledged the day it is received! 


“MOTOR” YEARBOOK 1955 


FREE with every purchase of $12.00 or over 


The illustrated review of the year’s new cars, technical 
trends, racing and records, edited by Laurence Pomeroy, 
author of THE GRAND PRIX CAR and MOTOR’s technical 
editor, and Rodney Walkerley, sports editor of MOTOR, 
Britain's automotive weekly. More than 150 illustrations in 
the 256 pages of this beautiful hard-covered book. The most 
wonderful FREE book we have ever offered. 


160 Motor Yearbook 1955 (on book purchases of 
SU RUDI UUM Cassels cod cece etki acacia Scnsantiaies $3.75 





nition of a Sports Car. Early Types. Continental 
Models, Manufacturers Turn to Sports Car Racing. 
Return to Larger and Deorer Sports Cars. 

2. ENGINE: CYLINDER HEAD DESIGN . . . Cylinder 
Head History. Side Valve Engine. Overhead Valve 
Engine, Combustion Chamber Research. Analysis of 
Factors Influencing Volumetric Efficiency. Detona- 
tion. Limiting Compression Ratio. Combustion Cham- 
ber Desgn. Criticism of Five Basic Head Designs. 
3. ENGINE: INDUCTION AND EXHAUST .. . In- 
duction System. Ramming Pipes. Ramming Pipe 
Theory. Experimental Measurements. Forward-Ram 
intokes. Cold Air Intakes. Exhaust Pipe Design. 
Ramming Exhaust Pipes. Branched Exhaust Pipes. 
4. ENGINE: MISCELLANEOUS COMPONENTS . 
Crankcase. Crankshaft. Journals and Crankpins. 
Balancing. Bearings and bearing metals. Connect- 
ing Rod. Engine Lubrication. Engine Oils. Pistons, 
Cooling. Radiator. Water Pump. ignition. Mag- 
neto or Coil. 

5. ENGINE: THE TREND OF DESIGN .. . Fallacy 
of Limiting Mean Piston Speed. Formula for Maxi- 
mum Continuous Cruising R.P.M. Influence of Cyl- 
inder Dimensions on Brake Horse Power. Influence 
of Cylinder Dimensions on Maximum Torque. 

6. ROAD-HOLDING .. . Cornering. Road-Holding. 
Action of Tires. Cornering Power. Oversteer and 
Understeer. Steering Layout. Cornering Behaviour 
in Practice. Four Wheel Drift. Front Wheel Drive. 
Factors Leading to Urdersteer. Gyroscopic Effects. 
Roll Centers. Roll Resistance. Wheel-lifting. 


The only permanent reference book on the contemporary sports car! 


THE SPORTS CAR: ae 


Its Design and Performance by Colin Campbell 


Money Back Guarantee. Order on coupon below! 


The fastest selling sports car book we have ever had. 
and systematic treatment of the sports car from a technical point of view, 
yet in layman's language. You learn about the latest models, but. the 
subject matter is treated in such a way that THE SPORTS CAR: Its Design 
and Performance will not be out of date when next year's models appear 
—or the year after that! Discusses MG, Jaguar, Aston-Martin, Mercedes- 
Benz, Lagonda, Lancia, Morgan, etc. Check it yourself, chapter by chap- 
ter, each basic technical subject is covered by a top research engineer 


and keen competitor in racing events. f ; N CAMPBELL 

155 THE SPORTS CAR: ITS DESIGN AND PERFORMANCE $6.50 

Partial Table of Contents .. . 7. SUSPENSION . . . Springs. Vertical Accelerations 
Chapters over Various Road Irregularities. Pitching. Inde- 
1. DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPORTS CAR .. .. Defi- pendent Suspension. Shimmy. _ Tramp and Patter. 


The first thorough 





Disadvantages of Independent Suspension. Suspen- 
sion Damping. Friction aware Hydraviic Damper. 
8. CHASSIS FRAME AND BODY . Torsional Stiffness. 
Channel Section versus Box Section. Stressed-skin 
Construction. Body. Form Drag and Friction drag. 
9. TRANSMISSION .. . Torque Multiplication. Geor 
Ratios. Synchromesh. Clutch. Rear Axle. Hypoid 
and Spiral Bevel Gears. 

10. BRAKES . . . Grip on the Road. Braking Forces. 
Weight Transference under Braking. Brake Materi- 
als. Brake Cooling. Types of Brake Shoe. Opera- 
tion of Hydraulic Brakes. Disc Brake. 

11. TUNING . . . Maintenance. Bench Testing. 
Garage Tuning and Road Testing. Carburetors: $.N.; 
Solex; Zenith. Super-Tuning. Manufacturers’ Super- 
Tuning. Swpercharging. High Compression Ratios. 
Fuel Injection. Bi-fuel Injection. Gaseous Injection. 
Low Viscosity Lubricants. Racing Fuels. Oxygen- 
containing Fuels. 

12. PERFORMANCE .. . Standards of Performance. 
Acceleration. Variation of Power and Torque with 
Engine Capacity. Acceleration Times for 0-50 mph.; 
an Approximate Formula. Maximum Speed. Varia- 
tion of Maximum Speed with Power and Frontal 





Area. 

13. FUTURE DEVELOPMENT .. . Future of the Sports 
Car Engine. Gas Turbine. Piston Engine Develop- 
ments. Torque Converters and Automatic Transmis- 
sions. Body and Chassis. Frame. Suspension. in- 
ternally Sprung Wheel. 

GLOSSARY OF TECHNICAL TERMS INDEX 





5 TUNING FOR SPEED AND ECONOMY by Philip 
Smith, author of Tuning and Maintenance of MG's. 
Just out! Best general, easy-to-understond ‘‘how- 
to'’ book yet. ..$4.00 
6 DRIVERS IN ACTION by Klemantaski ‘and Fros- 
tick. Just out. Reveals with the aid of over 200 
photographs and an information-packed commen- 
tary the driving technique of world's leading 











3 SPORTS CARS by Freeman and Georges. Mag- 
nificent 4-color photographs.This book is pub- 
lished Sept. at $12.50, but if you will order it 
now at the special pre-publication price of 
$10.00, you will save §2's6 50, and we sfall ship 
immediately. Order before Oct. 15 at $10.00 and 
count this toward your FREE copy of Motor 
Yearbook 1955. HURRY! HURRY! HURRY! 











L drivers. itt cies Be SEES ae: $3.50 
141 GRAND PRIX CAR, Volume ! 16.50 
142 GRAND PRIX CAR, Volume 2 20.00 
143 GRAND PRIX CAR, 2 volume set $31.50 
4 GENTLEMEN, START YOUR ENGINES. Au- 
tobiography of Wilbur Shaw 5.00 
156 ANNUAL AUTOMOBILE REVIEW 1955 7.50 
63 THE MOTOR MANUALS, 4-vol. set 13.50 


151 THE MODERN SPORTS CAR by Tom McCohill $3.95 
157 HIGH PERFORMANCE CARS 1954-1955.......... $2.00 
138 DESIGN AND TUNING OF COMPETITION EN- 
GIES ey Piatti Senlttenn.n.....n..n.. nsec. cccsce cc seccsees $7.50 


115 CAR DRIVING AS AN ART by Sammy Dovis = Pd 
99 MG WORKSHOP MANUAL... 


. Sica. eo. .6 2 OF 99 
100 115 138 141 142 143 150 
151 152 155 156 157 160 161 
(___Check if you wish our free catalog.) 
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28 THE HIGH SPEED INTERNAL COMBUSTION 


ENGINE by Ricardo. A classic.......................... $10.00 
100 TUNING AND MAINTENANCE OF MGzs..... “—_o 
oR Be RS ES $7.50 


150 SPORTS CARS IN ACTION by John Bond....$10.00 

2 THE COMPLETE MERCEDES STORY by Nitske $5.00 
161 The Volkswagen Story—BEYOND EXPECTATIONS, 
the VW's development under Dr. Porsche............ $4.00 





1 SPORTS CAR BODYWORK. Construction in 
timber, metal, and plastics. Body-building pro- 
cedure from A to Z with 6 large sheets giving 
structural details. Reviewed August Motor bay 
and called ‘‘excellent.”’....... $7. 











»>----ORDER ON THIS neuetie - - CIRCLE THE BOOKS YOU WISH ----: 
To: ROBERT BENTLEY, Inc., 8 Ellery Street, Cambridge 38, Mass. 


| enclose $_________ check___ money order___. 


Please supply books circled at left. Send to: 





160 FREE under SPECIAL OFFER SCI-115 
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$19°> IMPORTED STEREO FLASH CAMERA 


Here’s the Greatest CLOSE OuT eee 
at only AiL BRAND \ 
CAMERA BARGAIN ‘9 a FEW THOUSAND 
Oe LEFT AT 
THIS PRICE! 


OF A LIFETIME! | 


Takes 4 Stereo 
or 8 regular 
snapshots to a 
roll of No. 127 
film. 


@ $19.95 Stereo Camera 
@ Flash Gun Attachment 
€) Stereo 3-D Viewer 
©) Zipper Carry-All Case 
















Beautiful Zipper Carry-all ( : 

Case and Gadget Bag \Stereo Viewer— 

10’ x 442" x 92". You See Your Pictures 
IDEAL __ in Life-like 3rd Dimension 


PP..-° WE CHRISTMAS GIFT!-Here’s Your Chance To 


» 7 t 
Get A Lifetime Camera You'll Treasure PRINTS MADE OVERSIZE TO 3° x 4¥s" 
Always At LESS Than 12 Its Actual Value! Be eS errr ae ginese of 


th indoors and outdoors using either 
@ You would have to pay over $100 anywhere in America today color or black & white film! 


for a popular make Stereo Camera. Now here’s your oppor- 


tunity to own a fine Imported Stereo Flash Camera Outfit com- 
plete for only $9.95, provided we get your order before our E R f L T 4 | A L @) p b & & | 
limited supply is sold out. It’s the very same fine quality Stereo : 


Outfit you saw nasionedy rho in — and LIFE maga- . 
zines just «a few months ago at $19.95. en you receive it, 

you'll say here is the greatest camera bargain you ever saw ILLINOIS MERCHANDISE MART, Dept. 3510 
9°? . .. @ virtual “giveaway” for only $9.95. 1227 Loyola Ave., Chicago 26, Illinois 


@ Camera is so simple to operate, anyone can take perfect Rush me the $19.95 Stereo Flash Camera Outfit 





M 
GUARANTEE TO YOU! 
i Pett ome tet corse. 


or return it and get your money back! 
5 ILLINOIS MERCHANDISE MART. 








pictures every time. Turn dial to left and you take beautiful for $9.95 as checked below on Free Trial Guar- 
regular snapshots. Turn dial to the right and you take thrilling antee that | must be delighted or | can return 


stereo pictures in ay ciney ag po gg 7 real pg aoe within 10 days for refund. 
reach out and touch you when you look at them in the Stereo- —_— 
Takes Beautiful Viewer you get with the outfit. Also, you can take pictures C Re iveel coins for shipping. Send 
indoors and at night with synchronized flash included. There ; . ‘ 
Snapshots BOTH are never ending picture-taking thrills in store for you with this ( Send €C.0.D. 1 enclose $1.00 deposit and will 
Stereo Flash Camera Outfit. But make sure you get yours while pay postman balance plus C.0.D. postage. 
Stereo and Regular! they are still available. Order today. . 
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If you own—or plan to own— - 





a sports car or foreign car 


you can’t afford to be 
without the only magazine in America 


devoted exclusively to them. 


MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 


for a subscription to 





Sports Cars Illustrated— 





the magazine for discriminating motorists 
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NEW 


Plus This 








AND DIFFERENT! 


the December issue of CAR LIFE 


on sale November 8 


What’s New About CAR LIFE? 


A completely revised magazine in both con- 
tent and format—edited by Art Unger, former 
editor of Cars, and George Balasses, former 
editor of Your Car. 


What’s Different About CAR LIFE? 


The only magazine in America dedicated com- 
pletely to the automotive consumer. Its only 
aim: To help you get the most out of your 


Detroit car. 


Let’s Get Specific. 


Here are Just a few of the stories and features 
you will find in the December issue of Car Life 


Ten Ways to Save $500 on Your New Car 
How to Fight Back When You Get a Lemon 


First Consumer Test of the 1956 Ford, Mer- 
cury, Lincoln 


Suppressed—The Battery that Outlasts Your 
Car 


Special Accessory Shopping Section 
Easy Repairs. You Can Do Yourself 


Regular Columns for Owners of Each Detroit 
Make 


Exclusive: 


Preston Tucker’s SECRET PLAN FOR A NEW CAR 








weer asa eee eee ee 


JOE 
LOUIS 
SAYS... 


1 earned over 4 millien dollars fighting, but I 
gained something more important than 
money. Boxing gave me confidence. | used 
to be afraid even to talk to people — but 
there’s something about being able to use 
your hands that makes you believe you can 
handle yourself anywhere. 

In my time, I’ve seen lots of nice people 
pushed around. That's why it’s always been 
my dream to teach people like you the things 
I learned the hard way. I finally got my 
chance when The National Sports Council 
invited me to become an Instructor in its 
Manly Art of Self Defense Course. 

You've never seen anything like this! It's the 
only complete Home Boxing and Condition- 
ing Course in the world. Great athletes like 
Whitey Lockman, Paul Giel, Ezzard Charles 
and Gus Lesnevich teach you the secrets that 
made them famous. For instance, one of the 
ten exciting volumes is a two-week Course 
on the use of the Uppercut by my friend, Kid 
Gavilan. But we coach you on more than 
just Boxing. 

First, you must be sure that your wind is good 
... your reflexes sharp...and your body in 
good shape. That is why The Manly Art 
Course includes a complete Planned Condi- 
tioning Program. In this special Section, Lou 
Stillman and other great trainers show you 
the conditioning tricks it took them years to 
develop. 


There are no pretty gymnasium exercises .. . but 
the real McCoy the pros use! You'll be ready 
for anything, | promise you. Before you 
know it, you'll eat better, but add MUSCLE, 
not fat. You'll move faster and with more 
power. As when your reflexes improve. your 
friends will notice your new confidence! 


The one thought to remember is that your size 
doesn’t mean a thing. Did you ever notice 
that little fellows like Ben Hogan can hit a 
golf ball a.“mile”? Do you remember Primo 
-Carnera? I've fought men half his size who 
hit twice as hard. Stan Musial hits a baseball 
harder than players who are 30 Ibs. heavier. 
The secret is the coordination which The 
Manly Art Course gives you! 

Don’t let anyone tell you he has a magic way to 
make you a “superman”...the only thing 
that counts is the honest know-how we pass 
on to you from our own experiences. 

I don’t want you to spend a single penny 
until you see what you are getting. Just let us 
ship you the complete COURSE for a free 
home trial. | will also send along, as a GIFT. 
my new book, “Fight Secrets”. It shows you 
how to beat a taller opponent...how to 
throw a KO punch... great action shots 
from my big fights. 

You have everything to gain. . . nothing to 
lose with our money back guarantee. Make 
up your mind like a Champ and mail the 
coupon today. 











——=—-— SEND NO MONEY NOW ———— 


JOE LOUIS—The National Sports Council ‘ 
33 W. 46th St., New York 36, N. Y.Dept.GA-11 | 
Ship me The Manly Art of Self Defense Course. | | 
will either return the Course or send you $2 as | 
a down payment .. . and $1 a week thereafter 
until complete price of $9.95 is paid. In any | 
case, ‘Fight Secrets’’ is a gift. | 
Name Age 
Address | 
EL eS State | 
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IRON CURTAIN 




















obtaining U. S. chemicals without the expenditure of 

precious dollars involves a questionable exchange 
deal with certain American automobile dealers. The once 
famous Czechoslovakia SKODA works is producing a 
dubious “sports” car. These cars, in increasing quantities, 
are being introduced into the U. S. They are paid for by 
the dealers in chemicals. 

While the chemicals used in the swap are not classified 
as war materials, they are vital in a good many related 
industries. This is how the grayish if not shady deal came 
about: 

There was a time, back before the Communist 
coup that converted little Czechoslovakia into a 
vassal state subject to the whims of Kremlin, that 
this little country produced some really excellent auto- 
mobiles. Every automobile enthusiast is familiar with the 
Tatraplan, one of the earliest production family sized 
sedans featuring an air-cooled rear engine and modern 
streamlining. Then, in the old days of democratic 
Czechoslovakia, there was the big Praga, one of the largest 
and finest cars produced anywhere. But it remains for 
the Red-built modern version of the SKODA to provide 
us with our subject matter. 

In the heart of the industrial area of Czechoslovakia, 
near the coal fields of Silesia, lies the city of Pilzen. 
The largest industrial firm in this vital region was, and 
probably still is, the Skoda Munitions Works. Back in 
the days preceding World War One, Skoda was an inter- 
nationally famed manufacturing combine that provided 
much of the military might for the old Austro-Hungarian. 


Q* of the latest schemes of the communists for 


Seemingly out of place 

on this Iron Curtain car 

are the British Lucas ignition 
and Solex carburetor. 


By JIM ROBERTSON 


Empire. When Europe burst into flame in 1914, Skoda 
was in fact partly owned by the giant Krupp Works of 
Germany, and the two firms had a patent and facilities 
exchange arrangement in the best tradition of European 
cartels. When the Versailles Treaty and the dissolution of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire caused little Czechoslovakia 
to emerge as an independent democratic republic, the im- 
portance of Skoda assumed a new stature. No longer did 
either Austria or Germany have any responsibility for the 
future war potential of Skoda, so, in line with the national 
industrial policies of newly freed Czechoslovakia, that 
government acquired 50 per cent of the capital stock of 
Skoda and every other major industry. In other words, big 
industry during the days of the Czechoslovakian Republic 
was half-owned by the government, and the products and 
export of some were under close governmental supervision. 

Skoda, therefore, became a sort of thorn in the flesh of 
Germany when Adolf Hitler storm-trooped his way to 
power in 1933, and Skoda, to a great extent, was the 
pawn that the Nazis sought when they chopped up the little 
country with the help of the man with the umbrella. To 
make a long story short, Skoda supplied Germany with 
a good share of the arms that kept Europe on fire for 
five lohg years, and Skoda became, in fact, a German firm 
heavily integrated into the economic structure of the Third 
Reich. 

But the overrunning of Eastern Europe by the Soviet 
armies, and the Kremlin’s realization that Czechoslovakia’s 
strategic importance could not be minimized—the nation’s 
630-mile length lies directly athwart Central Europe’s water- 
shed—made ‘it a virtual certainty that the Soviets would go 
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The swing axles on the SKODA Upholstery is attractive 
give the car better handling but mixture of steel od 
characteristics than the overall and aluminum in handles 


poor finish would indicate. is definitely inferior. 





to any length to incorporate Skoda and its associated coal 
fields and steel mills into the industrial empire the Kremlin 
was seeking to establish. 

The days of free Czechoslovakia were numbered. Skoda 
and Tatraplan produced a few cars after their pre-war 
designs, and then the cooperative government-free enter- 
prise system was rudely thrown out the window. in August 
of 1948 by the new Red “People’s Republic” when 251 
state owned and operated trusts were formed. Of course, 
Skoda immediately became a formal digit in the Red 
masterplan and production of such civilian goods as auto- 
mobiles gave way to military vehicles, guns, etc. 

As a car, the Skoda has a great heritage: the first Skodas 
were built back in 1895, and regular series have continued 
with the exception of the years of World War Two and 
immediately afterward. "Way back in 1906 a Skoda took 
top place in the International Alpine Trial. The mark 
became famous throughout Europe as a rugged and long- 
lived car. Success after success crowned the car’s efforts 
in pre-World War Two races, in the Rallye Monte Carlo; 
there was some success at Le Mans, in the Low Countries 
at Zaandwort. The Skoda was considered a good car in 
some of the more difficult areas of Africa and South 
America, and Skodas achieved some popularity in 
Australia, Switzerland, in Scandinavia, and in other places. 
In 1936 a little Skoda travelled around the Earth in: the 
then remarkable time of 96 days without using a single 
airlift. 











So this mark should have reached a maturity, but, in all 
honesty we must report that the 1955 Skoda now available 
in limited numbers in a few large cities along the Eastern 
seaboard is not representative of the sort of craftsmanship 
that once made Czechoslovakian products eagerly sought. 
Numerous faults place this car, in our opinion, below the 
level of its price competitors. Price-wise the Skoda de- ' 
livers at Port-of-Entry for the remarkable price of just 
$1,495. 

Overseas Eurpean Merchants Export-Import Co., a small 
firm on East 74th Street in the Bronx in New York City, - 
brings in the supposedly new Skoda 1200. Now this ’55 we 
model appears to be identical, both as to appearance and : 
in specifications, to the job brought out in 1952 and hailed 1 
by the Red press as the first Communist Bloc car expressly : 
designed for sale in the West. In Paris one can buy a 
Skoda, if he wishes to get a car with an engine copied Sh 
from that of the Simca Aronde (the engine specs are 
identical). The Skoda in Western Europe costs about 


’ 
as much as does any of several generally similar small SS 
cars; the Skoda’s styling makes it look like a Simca—in c. 
fact it can easily be mistaken for a Simca even at close e 
range unless one first notices that it is slightly larger and 
does not have a one-piece windshield. i 


So what is the advantage in owning a Skoda? Why 
should one buy a Skoda? And just what’s the score as 
regards importation of Skodas from an Iron Curtain nation? 
And, is this Skoda really a SKODA in the old sense? 
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The SKODA plant as it appeared 
in 1946 when Czechoslovakia 
was rebuilding her industry 

after World War II destruction. 

















While the SKODA’s basic 
lines are pleasing, the 
poor fit of components 
ruins overall effect. 


Taking the above questions, ones that the reader may be 
mentally posing, one at a time: the only possible advantage 
we can see in owning a Skoda would be that it will un- 
doubtedly continue to be extremely rare. As to why anyone 
should buy a Skoda we must frankly say that we do not 
know why. As to the importing of Skodas, the Overseas 
European Merchants Export-Import Co. blandly states that 
this is a barter deal; this Bronx firm is supplying 
Czechoslovakia with certain needed chemicals that are con- 
sidered non-strategic; the cars are taken in exchange for 
these chemicals, all with the permission of our State 
Department, because the Czechs do not have sufficient dollar 
reserves to purchase the needed chemicals. Your reporter 
was unable to learn the extent of this trade deal, nor 
were the particular types of chemicals made known to 
him, but it appears that the arrangement is of sufficient 
scope to permit this car’s being made available to practi- 
cally any imported car dealers who care to stick their necks 
out. Finally, as to whether this Skoda is really a Skoda 


_in the old pre-Red eza sense, we must say that we do 


not believe that it is. The Skoda factory, or what was 
once known as the old Skoda Works in Pilzen, is not the 
locale of this Skoda 1200 model's birth. This car, as 
well as the current series of Tatraplans, is being made in 
the Motokov Werke in Prague. Now your reporter makes 
no pretense of being up on his Russian, or Czech either, 
for that matter, but Motokov sounds as though this new 
auto plant could have been named for Molotov who has 
been previously honored in the Soviet Union by having a 
car factory named for him. 


From this rubble grew the new 
assembly plant now turning 
out the SKODA designed for 


western dollar trade. 
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As we have stated earlier, this Skoda handles very well; 
it corners fast and as if it were on rails. The ride is 
smoother than that of many small imported sedans, it is 
reasonably comfortable as far as the seats are concerned, 
but the performance is extremely dull. The effusive 
brochures supplied by the Motokov Werke credit the car 
with a top speed of 65 miles per hour. That must be 
going down hill, for at 50 mph. the speedometer proved 
a good 10 per cent optimistic and there was precious 
little zip remaining. From a standing start it took nearly 
27 seconds to reach an indicated 50 mph. It’s economical, 
however, and will fteally deliver around 36° miles to the 
gallon of fuel. The brakes, four wheel hydraulics of con- 
ventional design, are good and will produce a straight- 
forward panic stop from 30 mph. in about 36 feet. The 
little 4-cylinder OHV engine is compact, appears to be 
as well built as on many of its compe:itors, but the 
accessories except for the Lucas ignition equipment, show 
a marked letdown in Czech craftsmanship. For instance, 
the air cleaner top is held on by means of two wire clips 
which are not precision fitted and do not hold the lip on 
tightly enough to keep it from shaking noisily. Then 
there’s the matter of braces which cross from one side 
vf the body structure to the other in front of the radiator— 
this brace and others beneath the luggage compartment lid 
uppear to be of used origin quickly slapped in place and 
lustily painted without straightening or cleaning. The 
horn button in the steering wheel center is of clear plastic 
beneath which is a Skoda crest. The plastic looks very 
old, has no gloss, is covered with minute scratches, and 
again looks as if this particular part comes from a salvage 
depot. 

The body metal is of a gauge thickness that equals most 
small cars; assembly appears strong, but the dye work 
indicates either a lack of technical know-how or deliberate 
sloppiness. Speaking of deliberate goofing by workmen 
suggests the frequently documented reports filtering through 
the Iron Curtain of the unhappy lot of the laboring peoples 
and their attempts to sabotage by means of slowdowns 
and poor workmanship. , 

The accompanying photos showing details tell more 
than words can about the design and structure of the car. 
Qur examination took several busy hours and the only im- 
pressive feature of this car is the advanced chassis design— 
but again this feature is inherited from the long line of 
genuine Skodas produced during the years of Czech free- 
dom. Discovering that the hubcaps were prone to rattle, 
we removed them and switched them around. They still 
rattled, even when cruising along on smooth streets. Look- 
ing more closely we found that the hubcaps, seemingly 
well chromed, were held in place around a circular welded 
extension to the sides of the wheels by means of four spring 
steel clips. These hubcap clips, attached to the rim that 
fits inside the hubcap, have two ends so in effect there 
are eight attaching points on each wheel to hold the 
hubcaps firmly. Yet we found that, in spite of the hub- 
caps themselves being of equal size, the attaching structure 
or the wheels are not of uniform size. Thus, we are 


14 









SKODA is the only 


forced to question the craftsmanship extant in a factory 
where such a non-functional item as a hubcap is not made 
to fit properly. 

Rear seat passengers have a greater degree of comfort in 
the Skoda than do those who occupy the front seat. Leg- 
room in back is quite suitable, and while the seat’s width 
might be enough for three not too generously proportioned 
adults, the passenger at each side is liable to have to pull 
in his head to prevent fouling with the headliner and the 
closely adjacent top. Only the center passenger in the 
rear seat has really adequate headroom. 

But up front the situation is, to our minds, intolerable. 
Moderately tall persons missing the six-foot mark by two 
or three inches will find that their knees will collide with 
the dashboard even with the seat moved as far to the rear 
as it can be forced. Details like the glovecase door are 
poorly engineered—this little door refuses to quit rattling, 
nor were we able to find any way to keep the heater fan 
door either open or closed. The instruments are easily 
read, and the speedometer indicates miles per hour, but 
only at night can the four colored warning lights be seen 
when flashing Plastic that is too thick covers an oil pres- 
sure warning light, a generator charge indicator, a head- 
light dip switch, and a turn signal flasher. The latter 
equipment is standard, operates from the dash, and. is 
not self-cancelling. All told you have green, blue, orange, 
and red lights to deal with. 

We have serious doubts as to the amount of longevity 
one might expect from the spring filled seat cushions; the 
springs are of very small gauge wire and can be readily 
bent between the fingers. Finally, we were confused by the 


mixture of aluminum and thinly chromed fittings on the 


door for opening and for lowering windows. 

The engine’s capacity is 1221] cc., bore and stroke are 
72 x 75 mm., maximum brake horsepower is 36 at 4,000 
rpm., the wheelbase is 105-7/10 inches, and the swing type 
rear axle plus the transverse leaf springing make the 
chassis the best and most interesting feature of this little 
car. It’s impossible to predict whether dealers will be 
taking their reputations in their hands by selling the Skoda, 
but with the present state ef affairs we would certainly 
suggest to the reader that he consider carefully the likeli- 
hood of parts unavailability, a low resale value, etc. Of 
course, if you’re a collector of unusual cars, the Skoda fills 
the bill, and for tooling around town you might find it 
a sound investment. However, we do suggest that a close 
comparison with the small competitors is indicated by our 
examination of this car. 

The importers stated that they intend to bring in a new 
series of Tatraplan cars soon. Enthusiasts have always 
liked the Tatra, but if the workmanship on that car, built 
in the same Motokov Werke that turns out this Skoda, 
is no better, we doubt seriously whether it would be met 
by any more favorable reporting. Time will tell as-to 
whether the lron Curtain can produce first class cars for 
expert. As it stands now, the outlook for the Skoda is 
not too rosy—no pun intended. 


—— 


I 
















Iron Curtain Car produced with an eye to sales in the West. 


Trunk release cable and seat Nie fas 
construction are shown here. | 

Floor carpeting is of durable 
material but poorly fitting. 








Metal over windshield 

is frail and easily 

bent. While visibility 

is good, a tall person’s 

knees will hit the dash 
and reduce driving comfort. ; at 


nicer 








Standard equipment includes 
a complete set of tools as 
well as a funnel which is 
necessary when filling the 
gas tank. (Right) Heater 
doors fail to stay closed 
and the reel above the 

heater is temperamental. 
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By SAMMY DAVIS 
Tons SAY that no driver knows his job until he has 


survived a crash. Maybe, but then they say many 

things which sound right but are net true. Certainly 
a man who has crashed and knows why, and can then 
drive the same car faster still past the spot where the 
trouble occurred, and in his inner self feels he has that 
trouble by the short hair for good, will know something 
very useful. 

Everyone knows it might happen, more surely just before 
a race starts; yet once away, going well, few give the 
matter more thought than is covered by the phrase: “It 
won't happen to me.” 

But to a driver who interests himself in more than the 
eccentricities of a temperamental mechanism, a_ crash, 
should it come, proves to be an experience utterly differen 
to anything imagination has suggested. It is poles apart 
from the sensation spectators imagine it to be; it is curi- 
ously impersonal, almost fascinating. 

Once upon a time, I was driving one of a team of three 
cars in a six-hour race on Irish roads. The circuit had 
all the fascination one could want, since no two curves or 
corners were alike. One lap was 13.67 miles around and 
the lap time could be cut by seconds if you really knew 
the whole thing intimately. 

Races on real roads, closed for the occasion, are much 
more real than those on airfields or speedways, having 
pleasant features such as houses, trees, bridges, little 
villages, and all the atmosphere of everyday life. And no 
one can better the enthusiasm of the Irish for a sport of 
this description. 

To sum up, therefore, the Newtonards circuit in northern 
Irelan! was entirely satisfactory from the driver’s point of 





view and a fitting stage for the sport car race for the 
Tourist Trophy. 

Our cars were of a new type and they had been very 
carefully prepared. Every bit of unnecessary weight was 
removed—the bodies, for example, were paper thin—while 
the cylinder blocks and gear box had been thoroughly 
checked to ensure their walls were drawing size, which 1s 
usually much thinner than the actual casting because 
safety factors seem to creep in without reason, thickening 
everything. 

We were a happy team, with Alf Langley, Donald Barnes 
and myself, and a fourth car driven by Norman Black. 
technically outside the team, but with us otherwise. 

Our cars were Singers—small but fast, and we were not 
unduly pessimistic inwardly, which is a good sign in this 
game. 

Well, we started along with a tumultuous crowd of other 
cars, all going like bats out of hell, all enjoying ourselves, 
and the first few laps were real lions-and-early-Christians 
-stuff, very heartening to the spectators, as it always is 
until things get sorted out. 

In the sorting, by the way, a wild man in another car 
butted mine sideways, thereby causing peevishness and a 
certain apprehension as to how many spokes were left in 
one front wheel. 

But when we did spread out, the little car went like a 
two-year-old, its engine sounding lovely, and the curves 
were pure delight, especially a series known as Bradshaw’s 
Brae. 

This pleasant section commenced at the top of a hill, with 


1. Ralph Meyers in the 
Porsche Speedster 
approaches Turn One, 
cuts it too short 

and slides into the 

low bank and steers 
toward outside of turn. 
2. Dale Johnson in 

No. 86 squeaks by with 
about three feet to 
spare. 3. Johnson moves on 
down the course as the 
Speedster bounces a 
bit hard. 4. 158 upends 
on its nose as Meyers 
heads for the floor. 

5. Still rocking, the Porsche 
has been successfully 
passed by Johnson and 
has about come to a 
standstill at the far 

side of the track. 

6. Like an up-side-down 
turtle, Meyers’ Porsche 
comes to rest while 
inside, Meyers awaits 
the arrival of the 

diag crew to set the 

car right side up. 
Meyers was unhurt. 







































































a fairly tight turn needing care, but continued down the 
slope in a series of berids gradually increasing in radius 
so that you went faster and faster and faster until the last 
wide right-hand sweep to the inside of which you had to 
cling like a leech or unpleasant things would happen. 

Come across a bigger car driven by a man who was 
discreet and you could overtake in style, causing him to 
lose face with his expectant public, which is entirely thrill- 
ing though naughty. This we did often, so you may judge 
how amusing it all was. 

Lap after lap went by, duly registered on the instrument 
board lap-scoring device, intended, as a matter of fact, 
for scoring at billiards. Nearly all signals from the pit 
were “Slightly Slower,” which was fine, and there was 
no sign of the rain which usually haunts this part of the 
world to our great discontent. 

We covered the half distance to be run and still the 
engine kept its rhythm. So far as I could judge, things 
were going well for us. In the Tourist Trophy, the 
number of laps to be covered varied according to the car’s 
engine size, reckoned so that each type had to do a little 
better than ever it had done before on this circuit. Those 
cars with the same size engine were in a straight race 
same as any other, but their rivals had to overtake them 
once or maybe twice during the entire run and you knew 
roughly when they should appear astern. \ 

To make the thing easier for spectators to understand, 
the difference in distance to be covered was expressed by 
crediting the smaller cars with se many laps already 
covered, so that all started at the same time. 

Now I know my car was leading its class, because I 
had got well away from our rivals during the initial dog 
fight and the larger cars seemed slow in overtaking. 

When the moment we had to refill arrived, the signal 
said “Come in.” We did, and the drill worked perfectly— 
so much so that there was no time to ask for the race 
position before we were off like a scalded cat once more. 

But, with a few laps to complete to- the finish, suddenly 
I saw Norman’s car nose into the bank near the top turn 
of Bradshaw’s Brae, very much the worse for wear. Odd, 
but I imagined the driver had made one of those little 
mistakes which are so easy to make. But a round or so 
further, and there was Alf’s car wrecked against a bank 
further down the same slope. 

That was not funny. I began to worry considerably 
about why both cars had crashed, for driver error seemed 
unlikely. And if cars exactly similar to one’s own begin 
to strew themselves about the landscape, it seems all too 
probable something unpleasant has happened. Passing the 
pit that next lap, I looked hard for some signal, thinking 
it would give me a clue. But there was none, the. sema- 
phore stood at “O.K.” 

We came to Bradshaw's Brae, checked, swung over and 
came round the top curve nicely, with a little controlled 
slide at the back which positioned the car properly for 
the next curve. That, too, was taken right as the car 
began to gather speed. Then, into the next curve, and 
the next, until we were going great guns, working hard 
and fast to hold the Singer on its correct line and enjoying 
ourselves thoroughly. If anything, the car began the last 
really fast turn a thought too fast, the wheel trembling a 
little as the front tires shimmied under the stress, a thing 
noticeable every lap. 


Abruptly, the wheel seemed to come loose. 


From then on, everything happened so fast there was 
no time to think about it. It seemed as though I was 
outside myself, watching with profound interest the things 
my body was doing automatically, according to the drill 
thought out for just such an occasion. Experience, work- 
ing on its own, prevented me from braking, since the 
18 





steering had obviously gone and brake effect might turn 
the car over. 

An enthusiastic surgeon, who had repaired a complicated 
break in my leg bones after an earlier crash, had said: 
“Well, I suppose you will do this again, so remember you 
have broken all these bones by tightening your muscles 
around them like iron bands. So relax and let everything 
go sloppy.” 

And without conscious thought, this was exactly what 
I did. Letting go of the wheel, I put one hand on the 
cowl in front, the other on the side of the car, and shifting 
my thighs sideways from under the wheel rim, let every 
muscle loosen. 

The car left the turn fast, at a tangent across thirty 
feet of road, struck a high grass-covered bank with an 
almighty thump, went up on it—turning as though it was 
a banked curve—seemed to leave the earth, and there was 
a bang and what apneared to be concentration of bright 
sparkling stars. 

I found myself hanging in a cockpit which was upside 
down. Quantities of acid seemed to be coming from the 
battery. I decided this was no place for me, let go and 
rolled. Vaguely, there: were voices and shouting. Some- 
body helped me up. It seemed impossible to think without 
effort, but as things cleared I saw an amazing sight. My 
car was upside down on top of its teammate, the wreck 
I had seen at this spot before. 

No one, thank heaven, had been hit, though the bank 
had been lined with spectators. I began to delve in the 
wreckage, intent on finding what had happened. I found 
it; the ball joint for the steering arm had snapped clean 
as a whistle. So had the one on the sister car. 

I became conscious that someone was pulling at the 
sleeve of my overalls and felt a vague suggestion of ques- 
tions urgently asked. Coming back to the world, as it 
were, I found an earnest member of the ambulance crew, 
his little Red Cross box open at the ready. He insisted 
I was hurt. I said I was not. He became noticeably dis- 
appointed, so I had to allow him to explore. Still more 
disappointed, he insisted on bandaging a sore spot on the 
top of my head. 

As my car had turned end over end on top of its wrecked 
fellow, the scuttle of the other car had knocked off my 
crash hat and the sore spot was due to falling out of the 
cockpit on my head after we had come to rest. 

From the bank, a large hand now extended a larger 
cup of tea. You know the British. Well, that cup of 
tea was just the job; after it, I felt much better. Sufh- 
ciently so anyway to try to find out whether the car could 
be made to go by changing around ball joints, but that 
proved impossible and the job was hampered by friendly 
spectators who were sure I ought to be taken to a hospital. 

And then, suddenly, I thought: “Ye gods! What about 
the remaining car?” 

I went fast te a slow corner nearby and waited. After 
awhile, along came Donald, going well. With yells and 
howls and frantic waving, I persuaded him to stop. He 
was not amused. But when I said: “All the others have 
broken their steering and crashed,” he trickled off to the 
pit at less than 30, a very worried man. 

And when, in the official car, I was taken back to the 
pit, never shall I forget the expression on the face of the 
designer. To this day, he has not been persuaded that 
it was not his fault. 

Neither of the other drivers was hurt, both machines 
having crashed at comparatively lower speed. But in the 
whole thing, from beginning to end, there was not the 
slightest sensation of fright; merely that strange, impar- 


tial feeling of being outside, quietly. watching it all happen. 
ee 








Trying 
The 


Triumph 


One of the most pepular of the under-$3,000 imports, the TR2 


By AL BRANNON 


is really finding a place for itself in sports car motoring 


circles. 


hated to give back! In fact, it’s been a long time 

(since the MG TC was new and shining) since we've 
enjoyed driving a car so much and had one that responded 
so willingly to the controls. 

To begin with, we had heard several irresponsible rumors 
that the car didn’t handle properly, or that it had several 
weak spots, so we decided to try to find them for ourselves. 
Triumph went along with the idea and gave us a car to 
“try to tear up.” Our conclusions on the dangerous han- 
dling is simply that this little bomb is really loaded in the 
engine department and can easily be overdriven. There 
isn’t a car in the world, with comparable power-to-weight 
ratio and as husky an amount of torque, that you can’t 
get into trouble if you try. 

By the same token, the car is docile as a lamb when 
driven conservatively and if you’re trying to sneak around 
the streets without attracting too much attention, it can 
be puttered along at ten miles or so an hour in top gear, 
and still go nicely when you put your foot in it. 

Our testing began, literally, when Paul Thurston of 
Guylay Associates drove up with the little white car. We 
piled our photographic equipment into the not-too-large 
trunk, and headed for the country. 

The first thing that impressed us was the healthy bellow 
from the exhaust and, oh, that wonderful second gear! 


Tirade TR-2 was one test car that we really 





Popular comment: “It’s fun to drive.” 


It was a great (and only partially withstood) temptation 
to engage in stoplight dices with some of our more vaunted 
number-named machinery. We picked a few twisting 
back roads and tentatively tried a few corners, and by the 
time we had had three or four back of us, found that the 
little rocket was covering a heck of a lot of ground at 
speeds that we normally can’t manage. 

By the time we got to our test grounds, the car felt 
familiar and we pushed it around for about an hour ex- 
perimenting with the cornering. Here we found a couple 
of interesting points about the handling characteristics. 
To drift, the TR-2 requires a relatively high speed and a 
pretty violent cut at the wheel, coupled with some conserva- 
tive work on the throttle. The back end is a bit light and 
if you let it, it will break away quite rapidly. Low-speed 
corners can be managed in almost midget: style, with a 
series of little skids, controlled by the throttle. We found 
that this technique will get you around a bend almost as 
fast as a drift, and the power in reserve is enough to 
literally blast you out of the corner on the other side. 

Reluctantly, when it began getting dark, we decided 
to call an end to our playing for the day and headed for 
home. Unfortunately, the wife had heard the car approach- 
ing and said something to the effect that, “I like it!” We 
then waited an‘ hour or so for her to return from “taking 
it around the block.” Believing that a woman’s opinion 
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Front end is clean 
and functional-—although 
some may feel it’s a bit too stark. 





Front suspension is 
indicative of the sturdy 
construction of this sports car. 


An enthusiast test of the TR2 


of the car would be interesting, we tried to get some usable 
statement from her on the machine. “I like it!” seemed 
to be the order of the day, so we decided that that could 
be the summary. Seriously, though, the car will handle 
like a baby carriage when driven conservatively and 
shouldn’t prove to be too much of a handful for anyone 


‘not bent on establishing records to and from the corner 


grocery. 

The second day we had the car, we also had thunder- 
storms. This gave us an opportunity to try the handling 
in the wet and also to experiment with the top and side 
curtains. The handling was good and seemed to be no 
more skittish than on dry pavement. The top goes up, 
not without a bit of perseverance, and the side curtains 
really seal things up tight. In fact, they’re too tight for 
summer rain storms, causing the windshield to mist pretty 
badly. We tried cutting off the hot water to the heater 
and found that the fan makes a workable de-mister. With 
the top up, though, an outside mirror is a must. 

The following day we tried some acceleration runs and 
found that the car would consistently do 0-30 in 3.5 seconds, 
0-40 in 5.7, 0-50 in 8.1, and 0-60 in 11.8. We tried 
running over the red line to 60 a couple of times, and in 
spite of a very slight uphill grade, managed to reach the 
mark in 10.5 seconds both times. In these runs we were 
somewhat appalled at all the power going into wheel spin 
instead of acceleration, and feel that the car would not 
be handicapped by adding a couple of hundred pounds 
to rear end. In low gear, if you try, the rear wheels will 
spin long enough for you to wonder when they’re going to 
stop. 

Our top speed runs were made with the top and side 
curtains in place and we arrived at 95 mph. with some 
unused pedal left over. Our car wasn’t equipped with 
overdrive, but we believe that somewhere between 100 and 
105 would be about right for the machine. 

Once through with the calibrations, we decided to try 
the car on handling again, this time with a couple of other 
test drivers. We put it through corners every wrong way 
we could imagine and not once did it feel unstable. True, 
we managed some rather nice spins, but nothing that could- 
not be avoided with only half a try. We didn’t manage to 
induce any brake fade, or any difficulties with the hubs. 

However, we found some things about the car that we 
didn’t like. For our height, the front stake pocket affair 
that holds the left-hand side curtain left quite a collection 
of bruises on our knee cap, and the steering wheel couldn’t 
be moved close enough to the dash for adequate arm room 






























without causing quite a reach for the pedals. Of course, 
for drivers who like the wheel close to them, this won't 
be objectionable. 

We weren’t impressed with the finish of the car. It is 
obviously built to a price and the fit of the hood and trunk 
lids left something to be desired. Speaking of appearance, 
that front end is still a little too stark. True, it’s functional, 
inasmuch as it is a hole to let air into the engine, and that’s 
exactly what it looks like, but— 

On the rest of the car, the instrumentation is wonderful 
and the positioning one of the best we’ve seen. The gearbox 
is good and the shift short and very positive. On the other 
hand, we'd like to feel a little more of the ‘works’ through 
the clutch. 

As to the weather equipment, it’s good. The drawback 
is the little fasteners. They hold things together well, too 
well in fact, and sometimes require pliers to release them. 
The rubber apron material of which the top and side cur- 
tains are made, looks like it would stand up indefinitely 
and does make a neat installation when in place. 

As a summary, it was the opinion of everyone who drove 
the car that it was, if anything, too potent. It is a car that 
should be able to hold its head up in competition with any 

of the two-liter class and its price is way below most of its 
class. 

In addition to the advantage of the low initial cost, Tri- 


umph has formed an owners association to assist in clearing 
information on competing the cars, tuning and a listing of 
the cars’ successes. From the looks of the book, it should 
be a regular gold mine. 

We did conclude that the car, although it makes you feel 
at home right from the start, is definitely not an amateur’s 
machine as far as racing goes. It is potent, and should be 
given at least as much time in practice as any other 2,000 
cc. sports-racing car. As we have said before, you can 
overdrive any car and one as hot as the TR-2 is no exception. 

All in all, the car is a ‘happy’ one that is downright fun 
to drive and if the newcomer will treat that potent second 
gear with respect until he’s thoroughly accustomed to the 
feel of the machinery, it will give a lot of the bigger, more 
expensive machines a real run for their money and in a lot 
of instances flatly outdo them. 

Specifications: Wheelbase, 88 inches; tread (front), 45 
inches; tread (rear) 4514 inches; ground clearance (under 
axle), 6 inches; turning circle, 32 feet; tire size, 5.50x15: 
length, 151 inches; width, 5514 inches; height, top up, 50 
inches; top of windshield, 46 inches; windshield removed, 
40 inches; number of cylinders, 4; bore, 83 mm.; stroke, 
92 mm.; capacity, 1,991 cc.; compression ratio, 8.5; firing 
order, 1,3,4,2; bhp., 90 at 4,800 rpm.; torque, 1,400 at 3,000 
rpm.; bmep, 145 lbs./sq.in.; fuel consumption, 32 mpg.; oil 
consumption, 3,000 mpg. 


Positioning of the 
instrumentation on the dash 
leaves little to be desired. 
And the shift is short 

and very positive. 
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Dave Garroway chooses: 
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By DAVE GARROWAY 





sports car 


AY back in the days when Fords were selling for 
W sx two British companies combined forces to 
produce what to me is the most beautiful sports car 
Capped and jacketed in the world. Standard Motor Co. and Swallow Sidecar 
for action, Dave Garroway Co., called their offspring the SS100 and restricted produc- 
sits at the wheel of the tion to just 1,000. This happened in 1937. Right now I 
sports car he prefers. ceuldn’t tell you where 999 of them disappeared to—but 
you'll find one of them stashed away in my own garage. 
It’s my most precious material possession. -I’ve owned this 
fcrerunner of the Jag since 1947—raced it at Bridgehamp- 
ton in 1950-51 and at Watkins Glen in 1949-50. And I 
consider it the most perfect example of the pre-war classic 

sports car. 

The SS100 originally had a 3% liter Standard engine 
with very goed low speed torque. It dropped off sharply 
after 4,000 rpm. However, a few years ago I blew out 
this powerplant while tearing off a few rounds at the Stude- 
baker proving grounds. I guess the old boy just collapsed 
from over work—it’d been bored to the nth degree. 

So, I replaced the engine with a younger version—the first 
XK120M job ever sold independent of the car. 
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One of only 1,000 built, 
Dave’s $S100 now has 

a new XK120M engine instead 
of the original Standard. 


Most beautiful chassis lines 
ever built belong to this 
fabulous forerunner of 
the Jag, according to Garroway. 
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How does it compare with the Standard? Well, it has l 


less low speed torque but peaks at higher speeds. And I 
find that it stacks up against other XK120’s, even though 
the old chassis is built for style as well as speed. I have 
better acceleration than the-XK120 up till around 50 mph. 
Then, the streamlining of the newer Jags takes over and 
I eat dust. 

But I don’t really care—I see more of the countryside. 

My 118 mph. top speed isn’t anything to be sneezed at in 
any event. And I’ve got those beautiful chassis lines as 
compensation. 

The car isn’t too gimmicked up either—just an alligator- 
skin upholstery job. Oh, yes, I do have a _ policeman’s 
whistle attached to the air pump. It drives cops crazy. 

Only one thing wrong with this king of them all—and 
I've got to admit it. The car has a slight tendency to 
suddenly face north on south bound tracks. 

So, it spins like a top. But, spin and all, I'll take it 
over any sports car you can name. 

Rant and rave all you want, Bugatti lovers, I'll stick 
by my $S100—the most beautiful sports car ever built. 


ae 


Oops! She spins just 

a little. Well, perhaps more 
than a little. But Garroway 
still thinks she’s the greatest. 

























































A rally is a social affair 

as well as an automotive 
event. Sometimes it 

might even leok like a 
Sunday afternoon trafic jam. 


UESTIONS on rallys, what they are, how they’re run, 

and how to compete in them seem to be uppermost 

in the minds of most new sports car owners, those 
just in the dreaming stage, and those that haven’t even 
reached the point of buying a sports car. The reason for 
the popularity of this form of motoring sport is that the 
family transportation can usually be entered with some 
hope of success and there is no exceptional preparation 
necessary for most of the shorter local events. At the same 
time, while almost all enthusiasts feel that “soéme day I'll 
go racing” there are few that jump into it first crack out 
of the box. Yet a sports car is bred for competition and 
not to use it in some form of motoring sport or another 
is a waste of talent. 

To begin with a rally is a cross country precision driving 
test, requiring the participants to cover a given route in 
a set time, or at a set average speed. This time distance 
fermula is the basis of most such events and plays a major 
pert in all rally driving. Last month we covered the types 
of instruments used most frequently in these events, but 
didn’t go into particulars of their use, so this time, let’s 
begin at the beginning, and enter a rally. 

To enter a rally is as easy as falling off a log, and 
scmetimes as devastating. You simply present yourself 
at the starting point and pay the entry fee, usually a 
dollar or so that goes to defray the cost of the trophys, and 
fall into line. This, of course, doesn’t apply to the larger 
events like the Great American Mountain Rally, but for 
a first attempt major events aren’t recommended anyway. 
The only equipment you really need, unless the organizers 
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Sports Car Fun 








Whether you navigate 

or drive, the first rule ¥ 
to remember is: enjoy yourselt. 
Then do the best you can. 

If you finish 32nd in a field 
of 32, well . . . you’ve had fun. 
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have specified something additional will be a clip board, 
a watch, a car, and the most indispensible of all, a 
navigator. 

Before we go further with this outline, let’s consider this 
unsung, hard working item, the navigator. It usually falls 
to the lot of the wife or girl friend, and is one of the more 
harrowing aspects of consorting with the owner of a 
sports car. (We refer to the rally machine as such, although 
any automobile with an odometer of reasonable accuracy 
can be employed with an equal chance of winning.) 

The navigator’s duties consist of reading and under- 
standing the instruction sheet, usually designed to make this 
alone a feat of semantic gymnastics, wrestling with a map— 
if one is provided it usually is five feet square or there- 
abouts—keeping a close check on the average speed the 
car is maintaining, calling out the turns and seeing that the 
car remains on course, and quite often counting all the fence 
posts along the road, or deciphering partially obliterated 
names on battered mail boxes just to keep busy. In the 
meantime the driver drives, and quite often occupies himself 
by berating the luckless navigator that doesn’t manage the 
ebove. 

Here the claim that rallys are pleasant in that they take 
you through such picturesque, scenic spots somewhat loses 
its meaning and application as far as the navigator is 
concerned. It’s not unusual for the team to arrive at the 
rally point with the navigator completely out of touch with 
the natural beauties that the route has passed, and a 
slightly dazed expression, denoting a mild form of battle 
fatigue that can be increased by the inevitable aftermath 
of “If we had only .. .” 

Back to the rally though—the instruction sheet, and/or 
drivers meeting are all important. Rules must be read 
completely, and followed to the letter. Deviation from 
any of the instructions will inevitably result in loss of 
points; arguments and such, and things like tossing away 
the third page are not considered the most helpful 
techniques. 

To keep abreast of things at this point is sometimes 
difficult, since the instructions are generally given out when 
there is less than a minute to go until starting time. It’s 
sometimes advantageous to watch the other cars and the 
direction they leave the assembly area every minute or two. 
But even this is sometimes not advisable, since rally organ- 
izers will quite often send the contestants off in different 
directions to follow individual routes to the check points. 
A mistake at the onset can bring the contestant up against 
the prime rule for winning in a rally. No matter what 
else happens, don’t get off the course. 

The first problem in the rally that you'll come up against, 
is computing the average speed. There are several calcula- 
tors on the market that make this easy, and a good many 
ot them will let you convert statute miles into nautical 
or into kilometers, or combinations of both. These are 
generally direct reading, circular slide rule type contrap- 
tions, and if you don’t lose yours under the seat at a 
critical moment they take a lot of pain out of figuring. 
Your average speed won’t be worth anything though, if 
your watch isn’t synchronized with the rally starter’s and 
remember, even if you are delayed in getting away from 
the start, you'll have to do all your calculations on a basis 
of your recorded starting time. 

If you haven’t a calculator, most rallys are lax enough 
to allow you to use dead reckoning of another sort, For 
instance if you are given the average speed of 26 miles 
miles per hour, you can break this down into usable 
units by working on checks every six minutes and 2.6 miles, 
or three minutes and 1.3 miles. For cars that don’t have 
tenths of miles on the odometer you'll have to work in mul- 
tiples, such as 13 miles every thirty minutes, which is 
really much too large a unit for most rallys, and without 


(Continued on Page 63) 





























FAVING just finished a most excellent dinner of 

H pastrami seed and Castrol sauce cooked over an 

open spark plug, Eustice Underslung and | made 

our way into the den and settled down in front of a glow- 
ing exhaust manifold. 

“Eustice,” I said softly from beneath half closed eyelids, 
“did I ever tell you about my uncle who almost invented 
the first sports car?” 

Eustice merely grunted, thereby straining a nose muscle, 
and stared at me with the thoughtful eyes he had worn 
especially for the occasion. 

While Eustice waited in anticipation, | mixed a scotch 
and soda for each of us, then sent him back -to his chair. 
| just never permit people to wait in my Anticipation, since 
it is a very rare and valuable 1907 model with wire wheels. 

“Down the hatch,” intoned Eustice, out of tone. 

I chuckled appreciatively at his sally. Normally, Eustice 
doesn’t take kindly to my chuckling at Sally, since he 
admits to being in love with her. But | just coudn’t help 
myself. Everybody says that Eustice is certainly a joker, 
although I personally think he looks more like the trey 
of spades. 

“It seems,” I began after he had settled himself, “that 
my uncle was a man of many parts. Actually, it only 
seemed that way. since he was really all in one piece like 
the ‘rest of us. At any rate, my uncle decided to build 
himself a sports car.” 

Eustice gagged in appreciation. 

“From the very beginning, his path was filled with 
setbacks. Getting the gardencr to remove the setbacks, 
my uncle and his chauffeur trotted down the path to the 
garage to see what could be devised in the way of a 
new and potent machine. 

“The trouble began immediately as the pair started to 
argue about what color the car should be painted when 
it was completed. Uncle wanted it painted to match his 
eyes, but the chauffeur claimed that blood-shot white was 
unattractive and suggested that uncle paint his eyeballs 
instead. Reaching a mutual disagreement, they rushed 
together and began to rain blows upon one another. 

“While my uncle was upstairs drying the rain off, the 
chauffeur sneaked away with the rumble from the exhaust 
they had built and uncle felt certain he would have to 


make me say uncle 





By JIM MOURNING 


start over from scratch. Eventually, he decided to just 
start over and to scratch later.” 

Eustice nodded and chewed thoughtfully on the toe of 
his slipper as I continued. 

“And uncle persisted, for whenever he felt discouraged, 
he gained strength by reciting a poem he had learned as 
a small boy 

Body by Bertone, I adore thee; 

Ring of Dutch baloney, I adore thee; 

Driving down the lane, blewing off the foam, 
Tippecanoe and Tyler too, My Old Kentucky Home.” 

The light of appreciation flamed in Eustice’s eyes, but 
he quickly put it out with the candle snuffer and leaned 
back in his chair. 

“Night and day he worked like a horse, stopping only 
for an occasional bale of hay, until at last he felt certain 
that he was on the verge of perfecting the first sports car.” 

“What was the outcome?” Eustice demanded breathlessly, 
for I had kicked him in the stomach to emphasize my point. 

“Rams 13—Packers 12. Oblonsky kicked a field goal in 
the last of the ninth that snatched defeat from victory.” 

Eustice clucked in sympathy and laid a large egg. 

“Well, my uncle had almost completed his sports car 
when tragedy struck. On a Saturday night. he slipped 
in the bathtub and broke a leg. Of course. the bathtub 
had to be shot to put it out of its misery.” 

“I imagine that broke your uncle up.” 

“Yes, he was very fond of that bathtub. As a matter of 
fact, it broke him up so severely that it took seven men 
seven days to put him back together. Which has always 
made me wonder how many days it would have taken 
one man.” 

Eustice nodded sagely and downed the last of his drink 


‘like a little soldier. This somewhat surprised me, since 


I had no idea that he was experienced in drinking little 
soldiers. But I let it pass. 

“As a result, by the time my uncle had .recovercd, some 
fellow in England had beaten him to the punch and 
invented the first sports car. So he moved back wo his 
farm in Minneseta and spent the rest of jis life raising 
hobs.” 

Eustice screwed up his face in sympathy, then unscrewed 
it, put it in his lap and promptly fell asleep. 
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At Le Mans, 1954, 


the Bristol 450 team | 


arrives 1, 2, 3 in class 
and in numerical order. 
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OMETIME back in 1945, while the giants of Britain’s 

automotive industry struggled to assemble a handful 

of their pre-war models for the 1946 market, the 
Bristol Aeroplane Company, Ltd., made a decision to offer 
their interpretation of a machine for the connoisseur. 
Considering that these formative years faced a market 
clamoring for cheap to buy and even cheaper to maintain 
transportation, survival of the mark appeared to be an 
extremely doubtful proposition. The Bristol, from incep- 
tion, was a specialized machine which pretended no con- 
cessions to price, engineering perfection or design and 
solely based on rather expensive and idealistic principles. 

Nevertheless, a Car Division was duly formed under 
the instigation of one George White, a speed conscious 
soul best known as Britain’s outstanding holder of speed- 
boat records during pre-war years. Now a director of 
the Bristol firm. White pioneered the Car Division project 
and selected Major G. H. Abell for charge of the oper- 
ation. Major Abell, a former director at Invicta and 
Connaught car manufacturers, managed to conjure up a 
design team together with small groups of men and factory 
space “borrowed” from other divisions of the parent 
company. 

Having decided to adapt an existing engine to suit their 
needs and specifications, these men selected the basic 6- 
cylinder Type-328 BMW of 1971 cc. as a foundation. Even 
then this power unit was rather advanced in featuring 
inclined overhead valves operated’ by a unique pushrod 
arrangement and incorporating hemispherical combustion 
chambers. In standard form it developed 80 hp.; after 
preliminary modifications by the Bristol engineers 965.4 
hp. as the first engine ran on the testing bench in May of 
1946. Principal changes were the use of three S. U. car- 
buretors and an experimental cam shaft. However, if the 
engine proved to be peppier than expected, it also turned 
out to be rougher. A touring series cam was prompily 
evolved and 75 hp. became standard power while the 
experimental cam was offered as an option to buyers 
willing to sacrifice smoothness for the additional nudge of 
10 horses. 

Introduced at the 1947 Geneva Show, the Type-400 scored 
immediate favor and was soon in limited production. Fur- 
ther attention was soon drawn to the newcomer when, 
a little over a year following the show, a privately-owned 
400 emerged class victor in the 14th Polish National Rally 








in August of 1948. The drivers apologized for not winning 
the event outright, explaining that only because they had 
never driven the course before and competed with drivers 
familiar with the country were they prevented from making 
better use of their machine. Almost simultaneously a 
Belgian: driver took top honors in the race for touring 
ears at the Course de Cote de la Sarte. A few months 
later, the Polish Rally class winners copped third in general 
classification and finished first among British entries in 
the 1949 Monte Carlo Rally. Several days later this same 
car, having been pushed at 5500 rpm. in second gear for 
over an hour during one stretch of the Monte Carlo route, 
headed for exhibition in England. Stopping at the famous 
Montlhery track near Paris on the way, the Bristol averaged 
over 92 mph. for 100 kilometers. The course was frozen 
at the start and still wet at the finish of this run and 
the Monte Carlo engine seals were still intact, the total 
mileage of the car being more than 45,000. 

Even in those earliest years, the Bristol set out to 
prove by doing rather than by claiming. Second in class 
for the Targa Florio of 1949, a merciless grind surpassed 
only by the Mille Miglia, a car breaker in which Bristol 
finished third in touring category only four minutes behind 
the winner. First in class at Como Lario; second on 
the pen Hill Climb; fifth and sixth in the 1949 Alpine 
Rally; first in touring class of the Tuscany Cup; third 
m class for. the Stella Alpina and many, many lesser 
honors. And, as if this were not proof enough of Bristol’s 
adaptability, a Canadian owner chose to set a new record 
for the transcontinental crossing at a time when Canada 
had little to offer in the way of a paved route. Certainly 
an imposing record for the two-year-old upstart and, as 
we shall see, merely a token of things to come. 

What magic had the men of Filton applied to their off- 
spring to provide it with these unorthodox capabilities? 
By and large, the answer is simply their relentless and 
enthusiastic devotion to detail. This attitude was directed 
primarily towards the engine and began with improvement 
of the optional equipnient offered in alternative to the 
standard 75 hp. unit. This madified engine, designated 
the 85/A, differed from standard mainly in the sports tam 
with an 80-degree overlap and delivered 10.4 hp. extra 
at 4,750 rpm. Perhaps a major figure in the shaping of 


Bristol’s course at this stage was Colonel D. A. Aldington 
of Frazer-Nash who, having co-driven Bristol entries in 


Express 


Larry Kulok and his Le Mans 
replica Frazer-Nash after 
winning 3 out of 3 starts. 


At Rheims in 1954 Bristol finished 
second, third and fourth ahead of 
Maseratis and Gordinis again in 
sequence with only Ferrari ahead. 









Anthony Crooks’ Bristol-engined Frazer-Nash 
was the first attempt to adapt the power 
plant to track events and from the record 
the car and driver have established the 
merger has been most successful. 
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, . 
the Targa Florio, Mille Miglia and Alpine Rally, was 
more than a little in on developing an engine for his most 
successful machines. To suit Aldington requirements, the 
F.N.S. series engines received a compression hike to 8.5:1, 
whereas the standard and 85/A engines held to 7.5:1; 
three Solex carburetors replaced original S. U. equipment 
and 100 hp. spun the clutch at 5,500 rpm. Initially offered 
as a second alternative to really hairy tourists, the F.N.S 
series was adapted specifically for Frazer-Nash cars about 
March of 1949 when the alteration of inlet port diameters 
alone stepped power up to 126 at the same engine speed. 
That the right thing was done to the right place at the 
right time is indicated by the interesting fact that inlet port 
area was increased by 26.5% and the resultant horsepower 
gain amounted to exactly 26%! The F.N.S. series also 
received larger oil sumps for improved cooling and bolt-on 
crankshaft counterweights permitted finer balancing. 
Powered by this unit, Norman Culpan’s Frazer-Nash went 
out that ;2ar to secure third place in both the index of 
performance and general class for the 1949 Le Mans. And, 
during 1950, a replica of the Culpan machine carried Larry 
Kulok through a particularly successful season of sports 
car racing in this country. 

If further reference be required regarding the importance 
of Bristol’s attention to detail, a few F.N.S. engines built 
to individual order received highly polished heads and 
the carburetor or butterfly valves were streamlined to a 


razor edge which added 4 hp. and the similar streamlining 


of correction jets produced another 1.5. Inserting cir- 
cular deflectors in the air cleaners to straighten the flow 
of air into the carubretors and a 9.5:1 compression brought 
the overall dividend to 10 valuable horsepower! This per- 
sistent concern for the seldom dramatic, but most essential 
detail has now brought Bristol well past the threshold of 
a very promising future in the racing as well as the 
passenger car world. For the very attitude which doggedly 
pries after every elusive fractional horsepower has also 
created a highly regarded competition package for the 
hard to please amateur and professional alike. If we 
devote so many words to the engineering aspect of Bristol, 


_ it is to impress upon the reader the constant quest for 


the ultimate being carried on by the men behind this 
quietly fabulous automobile. Few other machines can 
claim to be nearly so versatile as those bearing the Bristol 


hallmark. 
Seeking still further efficiency from the F.N.S. unit, 


The Arnolt-Bristol combines 
the 404 chassis and engine 
with Bertone coachwork to 
produce a most attractive car. 
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intensive experiments were carried out to deal with the 


“tuning” of the exhaust system by various combinations, 
lengths and diameters of piping. Also under observation 
was a new super-sports camshaft of still greater overlap 
and the combined modification resulted in 122 hp. at 
5,500 rpm. at only 7.5:1 compression and on pump fuel. 
Raising the compression to 9.5:1 with racing fuel, power 
leaped to 145 hp. at 5,750 rpm. Catalogued the B.S.1, 
the design was promptly adopted by the Cooper concern 
for their Cooper-Bristol; the new E.R.A. and a single- 
seater Frazer-Nash model all doing battle. under the 1951 
Formula II rules of 2-liters unblown. The “production” 
B.S.1 later developed 132 hp. and was beefed up to enjoy 
the stress of grand prix workouts, acquired packed valve 
springs to control high rpm. bounce, a larger oil pump 
and lighter push-rods and rocker assemblies. In this 
form, Mike Hawthorn’s Cooper-Bristol immediately snatched 
two firsts and a second place from a 4.5 Ferrari. Haw- 
thorn eventually returned his engine to Filton for the 9.5:1 


compression which, with other minor changes, returned 
a total of 149.8 hp. Several more recent applications of 
the Bristol power plant to specialist cars are noteworthy, 
the Kieft and Lister adaptations in particular.. The Kieft- 
Bristol is almost monotonously consistent in finding a 
berth among the first few finishers of most contests entered 
and the Lister-Bristol success closely parallels that of 


the Bristol itself. Handled by W. A. Scott-Brown, the 
Lister-Bristol garnered a class win at its debut in the 
1954 British Grand Prix of Silverstone, taking fifth in 
general classification ahead of ten larger engined cars and 
seven class contenders. Incidentally, second and third 
class honors were awarded a Cooper-Bristol and the Bristol- 
powered Warrior. 


Meanwhile, Bristols continued to make good account of 
themselves in races and rallies throughout Europe. Due 
to his successes with Bristol cars, Count “Johnnie” Lurani 
was declared Italian Champion. Others took first, third 
and team prizes in the Production Touring Car Race at 
Silverstone; first place in both 52 and °53 International 
Tulip Rallies and first in Toyring Class of the Rallye 
Soleil at Cannes. 1953 was also the year the Bristol 
factory began looking upon the Sarthe circuit at Le Mans 
as a testing ground and produced a weird factory team 
car with a straight from Mars appearance. Less than six 











months off the drawing boards, these entries are best 
described as technically advanced mechanically, aerody- 
namic to the point of utilizing immense stabilizing tail 
surfaces and compact enough to require their being tailored 


to fit the drivers. The Filton folk are still fairly stingy 
about releasing much information on the 140 mph. labora- 
tories, but the stated wheelbase of 9714 inches justifies 
the guess that there are much modified 404 bits and pieces 
involved. First introduced at the 24-hour classic, these 
machines represented a full scale attempt to test many 
ideas heretofore prohibited in the production machines 
because of appearance, cost, convenience and many other 
factors. The previously mentioned exhaust system develop- 
ment, for example, evolved strange shapes and lengths of 
plumbing which hardly befitted the passenger models re- 
gardless of the theoretical advantages offered and here was 
another chance to test by trial. Super streamlining ideas 
culminated in the usual body lines highlighted by the ugly, 
if effective, twin tail fins. Most likely powered by a B. S. 
type engine of something over 150 hp., the two cars were 
popular fvorites for 2-liter honors until mysteriously igniting 
themselves on the 29th and 70th laps, respectively. 

A quick double check and then off to Rheims for the 
12-hour annual where they more than made a comeback. 
Here the 450 placed first in class and fifth overall behind 
four cars of substantially larger engine capacity. Then 
back to the drawing board once more. A year goes by 
and 1954 finds the Bristol team anxious to vindicate the 
previous Le Mans chagrin. Even further reduction in: 
frontal area had been attained and the channel between 
the rear fins was altered to minimize turbulence. The 
three cars lapped with monotonous regularity and added 
little drama to the event until hut 45 minues from the 
finish. Trying to avoid a smaller entry, one of the team 
cars took to the hills quite rapidly. The nose contours 
were considerably altered. However, the pit was reached and, 
after seven frantic hammer-flying minutes, it zipped out 
again to rejoin its team. Thoroughly shattering Gordini 


hopes, the three green Bristols finished 1-2-3 in their . 


class and 7-8-9 in overall classification, established a new 
2-liter distance and average speed record and were the 
only team to finish intact! 

And, to rub the salt still deeper, the 450 proceeded to 
Rheims and acquired second, third and fourth places 
behind Ferrari while mastering Maserati and Gordini com- 
petition, yet still found time to establish another 2-liter 





on its way to repeating 
the 1954 sweep in class. 


lap record for the course three weeks later. 

Then, in March of this year, spectators at the Sebring 
12-hour race watched a team of three Arnolt-Bristols glide 
into first, second and fourth positions in class. These 
hybrids, sired by the imagination of S. H. “Wacky” Arnolt, 
Italy’s carozzeria Bertone and the blessings of Filton, 
came home ahead of much larger engined competition 
including a Kurtis-Buick. several XK140 Jaguars and 
Mercedes. That this unique mark has attracted enthusi- 
astic attention is witnessed by the immediate appearance 
of several Arnolt-Bristols in domestic lineups at Thompson, 
Cumberland, and so on. 

Could Bristol hold this pace and repeat the hat trick 
at Le Mans for 1955? By all means, say the records 
as the trio of 450 cars swept home 1-2-3 in their class 
and 7-8-9 overall for the second year. The only team to 
be placed, their leader's average of 95 mph. was but 12 
mph. below that of the winning Hawthorn-Bneb Jaguar. 
Holding down fourth class position was Frazer-Nash which 
actually gave Bristol engines the first four places in the 
2-liter contingent. These entries were basically identical in 
mechanical specification to the 1954 models. However, the 
ungainly double tail coupe bodies have been replaced by 
a much cleaner: looking open version sporting a single 
fin directly behind the driver. All of the clutter marking 
the 1953 450 has been moulded into unusually smooth 
lines and it is possible that the additional visibility 
afforded explains why the leading Bristol covered nearly 
100 miles greater distance during 24 hours than last year. 
Even the third place 450 returned a higher average speed 
than did the 1954 leader. The reliability and complete 
absence of excitement within the Filton team is fast 
becoming legendary and even the most enthusiastic account 
was limited to comparing the entry with “a Sunday after- 
noon parade.” 

Thus, in less than 10 years, the Bristol mark has de- 
veloped from a wishful thought aimed towards pleasing 
the tourist-sportsman to a respected entry in ali phases 
of competitive motoring. Although the interest in competi- 
tion began mainly as a means of subjecting prototype 
models to the most rigorous of testing, it would now appear 
that the tail commences to wag the dog as Bristol propels 
more and more victors over the finish line. Whatever the 


outcome of this delightful Frankenstein, Bristol and the 
world of motorsports stand to gain immeasurably. 
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The 1955 version 
of the 450 Bristol 
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The bare concrete building has none 
of the ostentation one would normally 
associate with the birthplace of 

one of the world’s fabulous cars, 
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The painstaking 


htting « eve 


The car making its debut 

component ount: at the Montlhery autodrome about 22 kilometers from 
Paris showed all the speed 

expected from Gordinis. 











| Grande Gordini 


southern Paris what the stark, unmarked one-story 

concrete building on the Boulevard Victor in the 
neighborhood is and watch his eyes light up! Because 
you're asking about the home of the mark “Gordini,” cars 
which have logged some 250 international victories motor- 
racing for France and the only cars currently running 
the Grand Prix circuits in light blue, the French motor- 
racing color. 

The man behind these victories is Italian-born Amedee 
Gordini, a designer, builder and former racing driver 
of competition cars who got off to an early start in his 
field; he saw his first motor-car race at eight years old, 
and was so impressed that two years later he was work- 
ing in a garage, studying mechanical drawing at night. 
Within the next ten years, he had worked for Fiat and 
Isotta Fraschini, had built his first racing car, and had 
bought his first garage. Marrying a French girl, he 
became a French citizen in 1924, and has built cars in 
his current garage for the past sixteen years. 

In the motor-sport circle in Europe, Gordini’s building 
isn’t confined to cars alone, but also takes in the men 
who drive them. Juan Manuel Fangio, the current world’s 
champion, got his start in Grand Prix racing with Gordini. 
Others initiated to Grand Prix driving on Gordinis make 
up a rather impressive list of, among others, the pilots 
Behra, Sommer, Trintignant, Manzon, Wimille and Simon. 
Gordini also introduced Fred Wacker. the only American 
who owns a Gordini (a 1954 Formula I}. to European 
Grand Prix racing last summer. 

Gordini is interested in the building of his cars to 
the exclusion of selling them. As a result, his business 
has a chronic tendency of teetering on the brink of eco- 
nomic chaos, saved only by “les primes de depart,” or 
starting money he receives on entering his cars in Grand 

rix races, and by his devoted mechanics. It is said that 
they turn back part of their pay to Gordini when he finds 
the going particularly rough! 

His preoccupation in trying to build a better competition 
car than contending marks leads to very small production 
of any given model; no sooner does he finish one than 
he has another redesigned or modified version of it in 
the works which has a still greater performance potential. 
In 1954, for example, he built a total of nine cars--eight 
sports-cars and one Formula I. It’s interesting to note 
the different engine displacement of these eight sports-cars, 
which included one 1500 cc., two 2.5 liters, three 2 liters 
and one 3 liter! He has built but two new cars this 
year, one being the sports-car “type” which crashed in 
practice at Le Mans, and the other, the Formula I car 


\* any Frenchman on the Place de la Versailles in 
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The new 2.5 liter Gordini develops 256 hp. at 7,330 rpm. 


here pictured. The term “type” is used in reference to 
the sports-car because it varied from the Formula I car 
in body alone, its 3-liter engine being identical to the 
Formula I’s which is sleeved down to 2.5 liters to meet 
F. I. A. requirements. 

Gordini has great hopes for his 1955 cars because of 
their revolutionary, new, Gordini-designed and patented 
suspension. In this suspension, conventional coil or leaf 
springs are completely eliminated, each wheel being inde- 
pendently mounted to the chassis through a pair of short, 
firm torsion bars. These torsion bars allow the wheels 


to move in a vertical plane only, thus eliminating—in 
theory, at least—both variation of track and wheel orienta- 
tion, each of which reduces tire adhesion, or a car’s road: 
holding qualities. 

Another innovation in his 1955 cars is the design of 
the front “wings” or fenders on his Grand Prix Formula I, 
even though they’re only suggestions of same. Their pur- 
pose is to reduce air-friction through deflecting the air 
over the front wheels, and this they do without obstructing 
the driver’s view of his tires, an important consideration 
in Grand Prix driving where tire wear is fantastically high 





and they must be constantly watched to prevent blow-outs. 

Concerning future sports-car production, Gordini said 
that with the exception of a 1500 cc. model he'll build 
as an identical scaled-down model of his 1955 3-liter 
sports-car, he’s waiting to see what the new F. I. A. regu- 


lations will be. Possibly taking a cue from Donald 
Healey, the English car designer, builder and former com- 
petition driver who had a similarly low production rate 
of cars before linking up with Austin Motors who now 
build the Austin-Healeys, Amedee Gordini is now anxious 
to work out a comparable arrangement with one of the 


Detroit automobile firms. Quite how to go about it he 
doesn’t know, as such a thing falls under the category 
of “business.” But he’d like to see around a thousand of 
his cars built each year, and would act as a consultant 
to the potential builder, visiting his stateside factory when- 
ever needed. He does want to remain in Paris to build 
his new models, however, and this is understandable; he’s 
a French knight now, having received the “Chevalier de la 
Legion d’Honneur” in 1953 for keeping the French colors 
in international racing, and to leave France would be 
most ungrateful of him! 
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that a woman’s place is in the home, reading the list 
of workers for any sports car event can bring a 


: YOR those vestiges of a by-gone era who stoutly assert 


moment of horror and complete disbelief. The roster 
would certainly contain the usual collection of Johns and 
Georges and Sams and the like. But popping up with 
persistent regularity would be Carols, Elaines, Glorias and 
other names more normally associated with satin and face 
powder than with coveralls and dirt-smudged noses. 

Up to a few years ago, automotives was pretty generally 
conceded to be the strict province of the hairy-chested 
male. But with the explosive expansion of sports car 
popularity, women discovered there can be and is a place 
for them in thé motoring world. 

Organized activity in this direction began mm September 
of 1953, when some sixteen women banded together in 
Los Angeles to form the Women’s Sports Car Club. Their 
aims were simplicity: itseli—to prove they could be of 
service by presenting a well-trained, alert group to work 
at all sports car functions and to promote women’s par- 
ticipation on ihe fields of competition. Only by banding 
into a closely knit organization, they felt. could they keep 
from being pushed into the back seats. 


36 


Evidently other women felt the same way, for the cluh 
has grown with surprising rapidity, soaring from the orig: 
inal sixteen members to nearly ninety in a short two 
years. And the club is well on its way to seeing their 
original ideas become reality. A trunk full of trophies, 
plaques and banners indicates the appreciation and accept- 
ance of sports car groups throughout the state. Ladies’ 
Races have become permanent fixtures at many of the 
West Coast’s top racing events. 

Because their services are readily available to any and 
all recognized sports car clubs that are sponsoring an 
event, their affiliation is often a source of confusion to 
motoring’s neophytes. Actually, no affiliations exist, for 
the WSCC is a vigorous and dedicated inedpendent with the 
dream of one day becoming a nation-wide organization. 

So tenuous was its birth, however, that the first pangs 
of growing pains found the group completely stymied. 
Never having taken out incorporation papers, it had no 
legal personality. There was nothing the girls could do 
about, spreading their wings. The conclusion was obvious 
and the women swung into action. 

Now, pending the arrival of their incorporation papers, 
the club is accepting associate members from among the 
out-of-state enthusiasts, full membership being based on 
a condition of actual service. 

If the reaction is as strong as the members hope, the 
women across the country will be encouraged to form their 
own clubs and to affiliate with the Los Angeles organiza- 
tien. The WSCC will extend a helping hand to aid them 
in avoiding the seemingly inevitable pitfalls and will sup- 
ply suggestions, information, copies of necessary forms 
and detailed reports on all jobs such an organization 
might be called upon to handle. 

Handling the contacts in this new phase of the club’s 
operation is Viola Jones, 210'2 EK. Dryden Street, Glendale, 
California. 

The WSCC’s first big event was-the Madera road races 
in Northern California in 1953, where they worked in 





Jay LaMona and Rose Mahoney 
set up the lap charts 
at the Hansen Dam races. 


Carol Mourning, scoring marshal, 
poses with Ernie McAfee 

to advertise the Torrey Pines 
circuit outlined on her sweater. 


The Women’s Sports Car Club is it! 


Always willing to help publicize an event, club members Linda Scott, Porsche, Carol Mourning, Moretti, and Molly 
Jerri Cheseborough with the Simca, Carol Givins, Corvette, Miles, MG, represent five countries and the Sports Car Club. 
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1. Myra Jones and Jane Moore check in 
members of the press at the pass gate 

at Santa Barbara. Myra has held offices 
in at least four clubs. 2. Betty 
Freidauer whose husband races a Porsche 
handles entries. She occasionally races 
her VW when time permits. 3. Jean 
Burkhard stops for a word with Al Torres 
after the Palm Springs race. 4. Marion 
Treichler takes notes while a member of 
the technical inspection crew looks over a 
car during the Santa Barbara races. 

5. And they race too. Here Helen 
DeOlivera tries her hand with Cox’s 

TR 2. Not much is known about Helen 
since she is fairly new to the racing 
scene and has yet to figure in a major 
race. Many drivers, however, think she 
shows a great deal of promise. 






























cooperation with the San Francisco Region of the Sports 
Car Club of America. This year, under the vigorous 
leadership of President Florine Stovall and Vice-President 
Pat McAfee, the club has worked at Palm Springs, Santa 
Barbara and Hansen Dam for the California Sports Car 
Club and at Bakersfield and Torrey Pines for the Sports 
Car Club of America. Undoubtedly, their energetic worker 
and black and white emblems will be much in evidence 
on other racing circuits before the last checkered flag of 
the season falls. 

But their path to full acceptance was not and is not 
an easy one. Many problems remain to be solved. Some 
crganizations light up a bright green at the thought of 
women racing and others have iron-clad, rock-ribbed regu- 
lations against women even being in the pits. Backed 
by the knowledge that the sports car field is not the strict 
domain of the male of the species, however, they continue 
to champion the cause of the feminine enthusiasts. 

The WSCC is vigorous and dedicated. It is also proud. 
The members are proud of the results they have already 
achieved in getting the frivolous “Powder Puff Derby” 
changed to the more mature “Ladies’ Race” and of often 
getting their events transplanted from obscurity among 
the welter of qualification races on Saturday to a featured 
spot on Sunday’s slate. And they are proud of the fact 
that amidst the fury and furor of the West Coast’s inter- 
club battles, they have remained neutral, acceptable to 
all the warring organizations, despite husbands or boy 
friends who have leaped to the defense of one faction or 
another. 

They have reason to be proud, for their gains were not 
the gift of a magnamimous male majority in the motoring 
kingdom. Their gains were earned through the continuous 
services they perform. Among other things, they handle 
the paper work for all technical inspections, process entries, 
help number cars, distribute pit passes, check credentials, 
form the vital communication link between various far-flung 
portions of the track and cheerfully accept any and all 
miscellaneous duties that the race sponsors may assign. 

At many of the SCCA affairs, they are the official lap 
scorers and, although the CSCC has a scoring team of 
their own, many of those sweating over lap charts at this 
club’s races are staunch members and supporters of the 
WSCC. 

Although road racing is their major field of service, 
it is not their only one. ‘They have supplied workers for 
hill climbs, concours d’elegance, rallies and every other type 
of event of major importance. 

But before you get any mistaken impressions, these are 
females in every sense of the word, despite their work 
in a strenuous and dangerous sport. And not the big- 
muscled, hairy-lipped type of females either. They are 
a representative group, representative of American woman- 
hood. Members include housewives and mothers, oflice 
workers, a newspaper woman and even a model. Their 
only deviation from the norm is a love of cars and a 
desire to be of service. 

To remind the sometimes forgetful males that they are 
nonetheless feminine despite their coveralls and low-heeled 
shoes, the club has founded the Order of the Purple 
Garter, to be presented for gallantry and chivalry “as with 
the knights of old.” 


Do the men pay any attention to it? The best answer 
is a look at the list of those who have earned it, a roster 
that reads like a who's who of the sports car world. Some 
of the many proud wearers of this token are Dick Van 
Ostin, noted automotive writer and editor; Al Torres, 
official starter; Ray Frug and Joe Weissman, race chair- 
men for the CSGC; and Arnold Kelly, executive vice 
president of the Los Angeles Region of the SCCA. 


The organization is headed by a group of seven elected 
officials. In addition to President Florine Stovall and 
Vice-President Pat McAfee. the board consists of Secretary 
Vi Jones, Corresponding Secretary Gloria Dearborn, 
Treasurer Bobbee Hunter, Race Coordinator Sunnie 
McBride and Press and Public Relations Officer Elaine 
Bond. Believing that an experienced hand at the helm 
can be of great assistance, one member of the previous 
board is carried over each year. This, year it is Eleanor 
Hayward. 

Though Kate Field had never heard of sports cars 
when she wrote “Woman’s Sphere” in the late 1800’s, the 
appropriateness of her remarks are not lost on those who 
have seen the WSCC in action. 

“They talk about a woman’s sphere as though it had 
a limit; 
There’s not a place in earts or heaven, 
There’s not a task to mankind given, 
There’s not a blessing or a woe, 
There’s not a whispered ‘yes’ or ‘no, 
There’s not a life, or death, or birth, 
That has a feather’s weight in worth 
Without a woman in it.” 
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AID out in the rugged acres just north of the resort 
5 town of La Jolla, California, the road racing circuit 

at Torrey Pines has won a special place in the 
affections of West Coast racing fans. Each year, with or 
without the formality of publicity, tens of thousands of 
eager spectators are on hand as flashing cars roar along 
the bluffs above the Pacific, then wind back in among 
the stunted pines that give this area its name. 

This year was no exception. Early Sunday they began 
to trickle in while the bitter edge of dawn was still 
in the air and the wisps of morning fog trailed through 
the trees and drifted across the infield. And with them 
came a certain spirit, an intangible air combining the 
gayety of carnival time, the zest and exuberance of the 
first football game of fall and the lust for competition 
that fills a boxing stadium moments before the first bell 
sounds. 

Down at the start-finish line harried officials scurried 


about taking care of forgotten details and trying to cope 
with unexpected problems. The press passes had run 
out and so had the workers’ passes; the outlet for the 
lap scoring machine had been forgotten; as spectator 
laden cars poured through the gates, a wild search began 
for extra crowd control personnel. Racing experts, . both 
recognized and self appointed, labeled it the worst organized 
event they had ever seen. But if it was, the growing crowd 
neither knew nor cared. They had come to get their fill 
of excitement and they had it before the final checkered 
flag fell. 

The trouble that hounded this affair almost from its very 
inception first reached public ears in the week preceding 
as the California Sports Car Club climaxed the running feud 
over licensing drivers by announcing their members would 
not compete. But entrants that flocked in from across the 
country swelled the entry list and Saturday’s practice saw 
nearly two hundred low slung racers in the pits. The 
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A builder’s dreams go up | 
in smoke as his car ) 
' burns brightly at the st 


side of the track. 





By JIM MOURNING 


































































































The master’s touch 
was supplied by Shelby, 
the main event winner. 











































































































































































































RESULTS 


RACE I: Dale Johnson, Porsche Speedster; Tracy Bird, Porsche 
Speedster; Terry Hall, Porsche Speedster; Ralph Myers, Porsche 
Super Speedster; Bill Friedauer, Porsche Speedster. 


RACE II: Paul O’Shea, Mercedes 300 SL; Jerry Austin, Jaguar 
XK120M; Ces Critchlow, Jaguar XK120M; Bob Weller, Jaguar 
XKI140MC; Rick Hey, Jaguar X140MC. 


RACE III: Josie von Neumann Ferrari Mondial; Pat Sawyer, 
TR-2; Hildreth Hoppe, Jaguar XK120. Formula III: John Fox, 
Cooper MK IV; Harry Morrow, Cooper Mk V; Mark Latker, 
Viking 500. 


RACE IV: Pete Lovely, Porsche-Cooper; John von Neumann, 
Porsche 550 Spyder; E. W. Crawford, Porsche 550 Spyder; John 
Porter, Porsche 550 Spyder; Art Bunker, Porsche 550 Spyder. 


RACE V: (Official) Carroll Shelby, Ferrari 4.5; John von Neu- 
mann & Phil Hill, Ferrari Monza; Bill Murphy, Kurtis-Buick; 
Dabny Collins, Ferrari 4.5 Jacques Bellesiles, Bellesiles Special; 
Paul O’Shea, Mercedes 300 SL. 


The carnival air 
was emphasized by hucksters 
with flags and gimmicks. 






day, however, was a dismal one for the sanctioning Sports 
Car Club of America. 

Officials had miscalculated the time required to install 
communication lines and crews worked frantically as drivers 
began clamoring impatiently for practice to begin. When 
it did, some three hours late, things were delayed once 
again when a Renault flipped while trying to negotiate one 
of the tricky corners on the twisting, tree-lined circuit 
with more enthusiasm than judgment. Subsequent invésti- 
gations revealed that the driver .was neither an entrant 
nor a licensed competitor. The overly generous car owner 
was banned from the week-end’s competition. 

With the thunder of roaring exhausts still hanging in 
the air, several foolhardy spectators succumbed to the 
lure of the deserted track. In the ensuing hectic minutes, 
a motorcycle rider slammed his mount from the course, 
hitting a tree, and a teen-age driver flipped his sports car. 
But this unpreventable turn of events meant nothing to the 
enthusiastic spectators who streamed through the gates the 
next day. 

Ten thousand, twenty thousand, forty thousand strong 
they came, scrambling for vantage points along the fences, 
ou top of cars and busses, even hanging from the branches 
of trees. Late arrivals and the merely curious overflowed 
into the pits and clogged the starting grid. Eventually, 
they settled down, each waiting expectantly for the snarl of 
the first engine and a glimpse of the first sleek car blasting 
through the turns. 

Shortly after eleven the first pack of rumbling speedsters 
charged away from the starting line and roared into the 
first turn. Race after race, the crowd shouted at moments 
of high excitement and applauded the winners. But the 
shouts and applause were punctuated by gasps of dismay 
as Margaret Pritchard flipped the Morgenson Special, as 
Ralph Myers overturned his Porsche and as Pete Lovely 
rolled his Cooper-Porsche in the last lap of the final event 
of the day. 

When the loud speakers remained silent, the incidents 
were forgotten in the excitement of the next event, for- 
gotten by all but the handful of officials who knew that 
Margaret Pritchard had died as her car plunged from 
the course on the deceptive first turn. The others had 
escaped serious injury. 

These accidents were merely the highlights of a day 
that fate had marked for peculiar happenings. With 
tongues of flame licking around him, a driver leaped from 
his still rolling vehicle, slipped beneath the wheels and 
was run over by his own car. Fire had caused a tense 
moment previously when the tinder dry grass on the south 
end of the-circuit flared up and died reluctantly. In a 
moment of excitement, a spectator slipped from his perch 
atop a bus and broke a leg. Just as the day was drawing 
to a close, a woman spectator fell into a ravine and 
broke her leg. A Navy heliocopter was called to the 
rescue here. 

Thus, with weary officials fighting the weird turn of 
events, the day came to a complaint and _protest-filled 
conclusion. To the critic, the affair was a horrible ex- 
ample, to the dejected officials it had been a trying and 
trouble-filled week end, but to the pleasantly weary and 
slightly sunburned spectators it had been a highly suc- 
cessful event, one that had lived up_ to everything the 
name Torrey Pines has come to stand for in the world 
of sports car competition. Ma 
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sports car club, imix in some interesting cars and 

a good measure of planning and organization, and 
you have all the necessary ingredients for a successful race 
meet. That’s exactly what happened at the first annual 
Willcox Sports Car Races, co-sponsored by the Southern 
Arizona Sports Car Club of Tucson and the Willcox 
Chapter of the Civil Air Patrol. The first full-scale sports 
car race event ever held in southern Arizona, the meet 
was a decided success. 

Dick Morgensen of Phoenix, piloting his ungainly but 
very efficient Buick-engined Morgensen Special, showed 
the way around the three mile airport course, winning the 
15 lap main event with disturbing ease. The same car, 
driven by Boyd Hough, also was first overall in the novice 
race. Morgensen, Porsche-VW dealer for Phoenix, showed 
fine form around the eight tight corners of the Willcox 
circuit. His well-known special includes a 5256 cc. Buick 
V-8, a Jaguar gearbox, and a home-built tubular frame. 

The production under 1500 cc. race turned out to be 
the big crowd pleaser of the day as Tracy Bird, Tucson, 
and Jim Lee, Phoenix, both in red Porsche Speedsters. 
waged a see-saw battle for ten sizzling laps. No. more 
than a few yards separated the two cars until the final 
seconds of the race, when the Bird finally edged Lee for 
the checkered flag. The flawless driving of the two aroused 
much excitement among the thousands of spectators. Ted 
Capen of Tucson was the 1250 cc. MC class winner in a TF 

In the over 1500 cc. production race. three Jaguars 


’ Pk an enthusiastic small: town with an active 
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dueled it out for class C honors, Charles Royal handling 
his XK-120M beautifully to win. Hot on‘Royal’s heels was 
B. Costa, also in an XK-]20M. and Ken Hardy, XK-140MC. 
All three are from E] Paso. Jack Rowe of Tueson, perhaps 
the fastest man through the corners all day, won the 
Austin-Healey class handily, followed by Avery Dixon of 
Davis-Monthan AFB. W. Heard, El Paso. snapped up 
class E in his potent TR-2. 

A well prepared Thunderbird started in pole position 
in this race and was expertly driven by Tucson’s Alex 
Budurin. Although very fast on the long one-mile straight. 
‘Budurin’s skill could not make up for the car's bad 
manners in the corners, and the j-Bird was beaten by all 
Jaguar entries. The eagerly awaited Corvette-Thunderbird 
duel failed to materialize. Joe Williams’ Corvette, very 
successful in speed trials on the same course earlier in the 
year, placed a disappointing fourth in class in the novice 
race and failed to qualify for the production event. 
Budurin, with the Thunderbird. was ineligible to drive 
in the novice race and thus the two cars failed to clash. 

In the all-class main event, W. G. “Bumpy” Bell of 
Tucson, had little trouble collecting the under 1500 cc. 
modified class win in an OSCA, placing a strong third over- 
all. Budurin, this time driving his veteran Mercury-Kurtis. 
took second overall and first in class behind Morgensen. 
with Costa’s Jaguar placing fourth overall and first among 
the production cars. Rowe, A-H, and Heard, TR-2, 
duplicated their previous wins in the production D and E 
classes. Lee’s potent Porsche went Jag-hunting and finished 
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Dick Morgensen’s winning 
special had minimum 
lean on corners. 
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Cassidy handled the Bull MG 


well in the turns. 
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RACE NO 1—6 Laps 
The Geronimo Cup—Novice, all classes 


Class Driver Car 

B Hough, B. Morgensen Special 
Cc Royal, C. Jaguar XK-120M 
D Rowe, J. Austin-Healey 100 
E Rosson, J, TR-2 

FM Cassidy, J. MG Special 

F Bronson, C. Porsche 

G Demund, C. MGTD 


RACE NO. 2—10 Laps 
The Cochise Cup—Production Cars under 1,500 cc. 


F Bird, T. Porsche 
F Lee, J. Porsche 
F Bronson, C, Porsche 
G Capen, T. MGTE 
G Castle, J. MGTD 


RACE NO. 3—4 Laps 
The Kachina Cup—Ladies’ Race, all classes 


B Pritchard, P. Morgensen Special 
= Crane, M. Jaguar XK-120M 
D Edel, J. Austin-Healey 100 


RACE NO. 4—--10 Laps 


The Chiricahua Cup—Production Cars over 1,500 cc. 


Cc Royal, C, Jaguar XK-120M 
D Rowe, J. Austin-Healey 100 
E Heard, W. PR-2 


RAGE NO. 5—-20 Laps 
The Apache Cup—All Class Main Event 
Production Classes: 


_& Costa, B. Jaguar XK-120M 
D Rowe, % Austin Healey 100 
E Heard. ‘ TR-2 

F Lee, z. Porsche 
Modified Classes: 

B Morgensen, R, Morgensen Special 
Cc Budurin, A, Merc-Kurtis 

F Bell, W. QSCA 





a surprising fifth overall besides taking class laurels. 

Crowd control and organization weve outstanding at 
Willcox. Control teams, spotted at crucial points, were 
equipped with walkie-talkies for instant communication. 
The only mishap of the day, in fact, was provided by 
nature in the form of high winds and occasional blowing 
dust. The weather had little effect on the day’s racing, 
however, and Harold Shoppach of El Paso, counted one 
of the windy gusts as a distinct blessing. He whipped his 
Singer into the 135-degree number three turn a bit too 
enthusiastically on one lap and began what looked like 
a sure roll. - Movies of the incident show the car’s under- 
side almost perpendicular io the ground. Fortunately there 
was a 40 mph. gust coming from just the right direction 
at just the right second, pushing the Singer back on its 
feet and leaving a couple of much relieved flagmen plus 
a wiser Mr. Shoppach. 

The oustanding participation of the Southwest SCC 
of El Paso should be noted. their enthusiasm and spirit 
being an important factor in making the meet a success. 
The Willcox event looks like a sure bet for next year. and 
it is hoped that an even larger array of entries will be 
on hand to vie for the silver. 
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Bumpy Bell corners OSCA 
smoothly for a win 
in the main event class. 
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Jags and T-Birds 
dominated the competition at the 
Second Regional SCCA races at. Marlboro. 





the boards at the second Regional SCCA races at 

the Marlboro Speedway on July 10. A _ national 
flavor was lent to the program by the participation of such 
prominent members of other regions as Dr. and Mrs. Wyllie, 
Jackie Cooper, Lex duPont, Harry Whitney, Mike Roths- 
child, Leech Cracraft, Gordon Kunz and Joe Bojalad. 

The first race, novices all classes, saw Gerald Leherer 
come in first overall in his Jag XK120 followed by Robert 
Mouat’s T-Bird. “Mark Velvet” tooled Elmer Archibald’s 
new TR-2 to third overall and first in D and E Production. 
Bob Haas (TF 1500) began his conquest of the Manhattan 
Auto Trophy by winning Class F Production. 

Steve Spitler and Nick Ryder duelled for the full fifteen 
laps in the second race for classes F and G Production 
with Steve and his newly-assembled TF 1500 engine vic- 
torious. Bill Long continued his domination of Class G, 
beating out Neil Watson. 

The third race (modified all classes) was possibly the 
most exciting of the day. Lex duPont in his Formula III 
Cooper gave Dr. Wyllie on the C Jag a real run for the 
money until Lex had to pull out. But with the dauntless 
energy so often shown by the “Cooper Boys” Lex came back 
in after losing a lap to climax a spectacular drive by 
finishing third overall. When the “man in the white suit” 
dropped the checkered flag, Harry Whitney in another 
Cooper trailed Dr. Wyllie over the line while Jackie Cooper 
easily won Class D in his Austin-Healey 1008S. Duncan 
Black drove the Lester MG in his usual manner to finish 
fourth overall and first in Class F. 

Bill Kincheloe, driving Manhattan Auto’s A-H 100, 
walked away with the first overall in the fourth race fol- 
lowed by Gordon Kunz in another Healey. Roland Mc- 
Conkey (TR-2) was first in Class E Production, followed 
by Mike Rothschild in a TR-2-engined Morgan. Bob Haas 
took up the battle with Nick Ryder after Spitler retired 
but Nick was not to be denied the Class F Production 
silver this time. Class G Production? You guessed it— 
Bill Long again. 

The fifth race featured a battle between Dick Thompson 
and Peg Wyllie, both in Jag XKI140MC’s. Thompson 
gained the lead early in the race to take his first win of the 
day. Third and just ahead of Mouat’s T-Bird was a recent 
newcomer, Bob Paine, in an old standard XK120. 

The sixth was a relay race, a howling skirmish which 
saw some participants hopelessly fouled up and a few 


| Dee BLACK and Dick Thompson again swept 


Marlboro Speedway 





narrowly escaping complete annihilation. There were five 
teams of four cars each; one driver from each team started, 
ran two laps, came in, stopped, tagged the next member 
who took over from there, and so on. However, owing to 
the restricted “baton passing” area, the drivers had difficulty 
stopping, crossing the course between incoming cars (Archie 
almost got run down and was so “shook” he tagged the 
wrong car) and starting (it’s always difficult under stress). 
The winners were Thompson (Jag), Kincheloe (J. Cooper’s 
100S), Cooper (who’s do you think?) and McConkey 
(TR-2). Credit should go to the stout-hearted souls who 
volunteered their services to retrieve the finishing cars 
from the middle of the track. 

Getting down to serious racing, the next event was the 
feature for all cars 2000 cc. and under which was easily 
won by Duncan Black in his Lester MG. Mike Rothschild 
in the “Marvelous Morgan” outdistanced the TR-2’s of 
Capt. Ashley and McConkey to cop the honors in Class 
E Production. Joe Bojalad in the AC Ace dropped a rocker 
arm in the early stages of the race to finish well back in 
the field. Bob Haas soundly proved his claim to the best 
novice performance of the day by handily winning his class 
from Leech Cracraft of Cumberland fame. Bill Long 
in Class G (again!). 

To keep the 4,500 spectators happy between features 
and to give the Formula III devotes a further opportunity 
to try out the course, Whitney, duPont and Beck put on 
a show of their own. du Pont and Beck came in practically 
neck and neck, but Whitney was trailing far behind with 
“Cooper trouble.” 

The feature for cars over 2000 cc. saw Thompson putting 
on a spectacular show in Bryon Roudabush’s 300 SL, smok- 
ing alarmingly, to beat everything else on the course. 
However, Dr. Wyllie did a terrific job, coming in a close 
second after starting “scratch.” Kinch, after three spins on 
the chicane, was second in Class D behind the 300SL 
while Cracraft drove Peg Wyllie’s 140MC to third overall 
and first in Class C Production. Hap Dressel broke the 
domination of the Jags by pushing his Nash-Healey to 
second in Class C. 

Capt. Mickey Flynn deserves our thanks for another 
fine victory dinner at Andrews AFB Officers Club. Bob 
Haas, as expected, picked up the Novice Trophy which 
Foxy Carter won last May. Art Kluth (such troubles! ) 
took home the Sportsmanship Trophy presented by Imperial 
Motors of Fairfax. iid 
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Aintree, England 


crowd of more than 100,000 enthusiastic British 

sports fans the four Mercedes-Benz racing cars 
succeeded in taking the first four places. The following 
cers participated in the race: 4 Mercedes-Benz factory 
cars, 4 Maserati factory cars, 4 privately owned Maseratis, 
3 Ferrari factory cars, 3 Gordini factory cars, 2 Vanwall 
factory cars, 3 Connaught factory cars, and 1 Cooper factory 
car. Of these 24 the following were still in the race when 
it was finished: 4 Mercedes-Benz, 1 Ferrari, 1 Maserati 
factory car, 1 privately-owned Maserati, 1 Gordini, and 
1 Vanwall. 

The speed set by Moss and Fangio could only be kept 
by Kling and for some time also by Tarufh, so that in 
the end only Moss, Fangio, and Kling remained in the 
same round, while one lap behind the Italian Taruffi,, who 
drove an excellent race, finished the contest. After many 
had to quit and after many stops at the pits only five 
competitors, some of them several laps behind succeeded in 
crossing the finish line. 

There were many superstitious people who pointed out 
that during the last 53 years Daimler-Benz has not been 
successful in winning any Grand Prix of England. Our 
answer was: Superstitious people have already proved 
wrong this year in saying that the one who reaches Rome 
first could not triumph-——and proved wrong in the 1,000- 
Mile Race. Today, with his first Grand Prix victory, which 
at the same time was the Grand-Prix of his country, he 
made—to the great delight of his countrymen—this race 
a similarly wonderful success for Daimler-Benz. 

After two preceding sports car races the field of the 24 


QO’ THIS hot summer day at Aintree before a record 


Moss in the lead is 
followed closely by Fangio, 
both in Mercedes-Benz jobs. 
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Congratulations: from Fangio 
to Sterling Moss on his 

first Grand Prix victory in the 
Mercedes-Benz at Aintree. 


RESULTS 
1. Stirling Moss, Mercedes-Benz, 3:08:21.2 hours = 
86.348 m/h (139.12 km/h). 
2. Juan Manuel Fangio, Mercedes-Benz, 3:07:21.4. 
3. Karl Kling, Mercedes-Benz, 3:08:33. 
4. Piero Taruffi, Mercedes-Benz, 3:07.36 (1 lap be- 
hind). 
5. Luigi Musso, Maserati, 3:09:29.2 (1 lap behind). 
6. Castellotti/Hawthorn, Ferrari, 3:08:27.2 (3 laps 
behind). 
—y— 


racing cars was started off in the grueling run. Moss, 
Fz.ngio, and Behra stood in the first row, behind them 
the two Mercedes-Benz racing cars with Kling and Tarufh 
behind the wheel. As usual, Fangio got an excellent start 
and took the lead at once followed closely by Moss, Behra, 
Kling, and Taruff. In the third round already cars began 
to drop out or to stop at the pits. One of the first 
victims of the speed, set by the German racing cars, was 
the congenial Frenchman Behra, whose Maserati was 
carried out of the race course and he returned walking 
to the pits. Many other cars suffered a similar fate and 
had to quit. The more the race progressed, the more 
cars were parked behind the pits, as they had to drop 
out of the race for technical troubles of one kind or another. 
Towards the end, when the silver-gray Mercedes-Benz racing 
cars finished steadily lap after lap in imposing superiority, 
the colorful cars of other makes could only be seen here 
and there: two red Italian cars, one Maserati and one 
Ferrari; one blue French car, a Gordini; one green 
English car, a Vanwall, and the dark gray Maserati, belong- 
ing to Stirling Moss and driven by Macklin. 


There were some critical moments for some drivers, who 
apparently did not know the course with its numerous 
curves very well. However, the race went on smoothly 
and neither driver nor spectators suffered any injury. 

Of the 90 laps of the race Fangio led about 20 and 
Moss 70. The fastest lap was driven by the latter who 


made one lap in 2.00.4 minutes improving his old record 
by two tenth of a second. The average speed for this lap 
was 89.853 miles/hour. 














Wilkes Barre, Pa. 


ILKES BARRE is a town devoted primarily to 
coal mining. The area around it is pocked and 


scarred from the excavations made over a period 
of years and there is a permanent haze obscuring the 
horizon. To the east of the town, rising almost from its 
center is the brooding Giants Despair, a challenge to men 
and machinery for almost half a century. Once each 
year the city plays host to cars from all over the country 
which try to beat the seeming barrier of the one minute 
mile, as well as to challenge one of the few true road 
circuits in the United States. 

This two-headed event, combining one of the most famous 
hill climbs in the country and the exceptionally tricky. 
road circuit around Senator Newell Wood’s beautiful Bryn- 
fan Tyddin, has never failed to capture the imagination 
and enthusiasm of the competitors and spectators alike, 
since, for one thing, the terrain is entirely different, the 
hill, stark and barren while the road course runs through 
the scenic Harvey’s Lake district. This year the spectators 
_ were certainly not disappointed in either of the events. 

The competition in the hill climb was more acute than 
usual with Duncan Black winning in 1:02.04 in the ex- 
Spear 4.5 Ferrari. His win was not uncontested. John 
Meyer in the Meyer special was less than 1/10th of a 
second behind and Bill Milikin in the famous old AJB 
was less than a:tenth behind that. 

In the Classes things were just as hot, with Lake Under- 
wood pushing his Porsche Speedster to a smashing win in 
the class F production category and Bob Bucher in a “real 
going” MG TC taking the class G award. 

The road races the following day began with a threat of 
rain and most of the day was spent cautiously watching the 
clouds that kindly held off until well after the events 
were over. Again a formula III car, driven by Lex duPont 
set the fastest time of the day with a time of 3:14.17. Otto 
Linton repeated his second place gained last year with 
3:17.95, and a hard fought win in the feature race. 

The first race, for production MGs, brought out eighteen 
of the class G cars. Ralph Durbin in the first lap built 
up a commanding lead but was hotly pursued by Bob 
Bucher in the TC. Bob came from a starting position 
of sixteenth to third on the first lap, moved into second 
on the fourth and stayed there. The second lap saw some 
typical action with Warren Rohlfs exploring the escape 




























Crowds lined the hilly circuit at Wilkes-Barre. 


road, and Warren Ross into the pits and out. Meanwhile 
Clement Boehler didn’t seem to be having too good a time. 
He left the fray on the sixth lap. The finishing order 
of this typical MG activity was R. Durbin, first, MG TF; 
Bob Bucher, second, MG TC; and R. McConnell, third, 
MG TD. 

The second race picked up the speed a bit with class 
F and E production cars having a go at the twisty road. 
Lake Underwood in the Porsche took over, and as far as 
first place was concerned, that was that, with Elmer Archi- 
bald in the TR 2 just as firmly in second spot. Further 
back though there was action aplenty. A group of VW 
sedans added to the interest by looking considerably fiercer 
than their normal touring appearance would suggest. Out 
of the field of thirteen cars, one finished sixth, not at all 
bad considering the entry. 

A couple of the MGs had a dice, a bit too energetically, 
and were called in and out of the contest. Bob Shey 
in the TR 2 disappeared on the fourth lap and Dean 
McCarthy had a bit of difficulty here and there. Lake 
Underwood’s car went so well that apparently some of 
the other drivers couldn’t believe that it was a stock as 
it should be. The region, on the strength of a protest, 
tore the engine down after the race and reported happily 
that it was as advertised. The final finishing order was 
L. Underwood, Porsche, first overall and class F; E. Archi- 
bald, TR 2, second and first in class E; G. Fleming, 
Porsche, third; O. Robinson, MG TF, fourth; G. Green- 
spun, MG TF, fifth; R. Lockwood, VW, sixth; J. Hoffman, 
VW seventh and the rest one lap behind. 

The third race for formula III machine brought out a 
small field but resulted in a terrifically fast event. One of 
the side lights was the Effyh found allegedly in Senator 
Wood’s-barn and pressed into service overnight. The cars, 
with Lex making the fastest time of day, showed off to an 
advantage that only the little ones can and in spite of the 
small field the cars put on a fierce performance. 

The fourth race, the first of the two features of the day, 
almost got off with a real bang. Theodore Vergon’s Siata 
caught fire at the starting line. In the rush to remove 
other cars close to the burning machine and find enough 
fire extinguishers to put out the flames, the first few pre- 
race minutes were quite hectic. The unraveling process 
went on into the race with Frank Dominianni completing 
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the starting straight, and then pulling off the course with an 
oil line adrift, while Chuck Dietrich stopped for adjust- 
ment and lost a lap. On the third lap Steve Quigley’s 
Renault “not the fastest but the loudest” withdrew when 
unauthorized oil began to drip out of the seams here and 
there. Dominianni returned to the battle after patching 
the oil line. 

By the time the dust had cleared a bit the fantastic PBX 
of Candy Poole had things well in hand and was well 
ahead of the field except for Dick Mathew’s MG special. 
Even so, there was a steadily growing gap between them 
and although Chuck pushed the Lester in an exceptional 
performance to catch the leaders he was still a lap behirid 
at the end. The last lap saw more fireworks when Donald 
Vitale’s beautiful Nardi caught fire at station eleven and 
retired. Unfortunate too, was the souvenir-hunting crowd 
who did considerable damage to the immoble machine be- 
fore police could station guards around it. The finishing 
order here was Candy Poole, PBX, first and class H; 
Dick Mathews, second, and first in class G with the MG 
special; and third Dick Toland in the beautifully driven 
Denzel, with the second place in class H going to Dolph 
Vilardi in the delicate appearing and most attractive 
Bandini. : 

_ The fifth race for Modified class E and F cars was the 
most changeable of the day with all the drivers striving to 
get the utmost out of their machines. The first lap, and 






Awards sparkled, 

right, at the 

Republic Economy Run 
presentations. 

Below, fuel consumption 
is tabulated at 

the finish line. 


the packed first corner had more than enough action to 
satisfy anyone, with the cars trying to pile through it all 
at once. Otto Linton the eventual winner, revolved a bit 
at station 3, and encountered the bank on his way around, 
whereupon Joe Bojalad in the AC Ace started away from 
the field, only to have oil seep into the AC’s cylinders and 
foul the plugs enough to let the MT-4 OSCA repass. 

This lasted only one lap and Evans Hunt in the Porsche 
550 took over the first spot and seemed determined to hold 
it. The hot Lotus Mk VI, equipped with the engine from 
Fred Allen’s veteran Moto MG moved into third, and for 
one lap went by the OSCA and struck out after the flying 
Porsche. 

On the next lap Linton remedied this situation and Tom 
Payne in the Arnolt Bristol lost a couple of positions 
through merry-go-rounding. Meanwhile, Bud Fehnel and 
John Dowd were moving up in the field until the AC Ace 
lost a wheel and the Porsche lost a bit of front fender. 

The very next lap saw the throttle linkage come adrift 
on the leading Porsche and Otto moved into the first spot, 
still pursued, at a distance by the Lotus. Joe Bojalad, in 
spite of a definitely ailing engine had worked the AC back 
to third, and that’s the way they finished. 

Finishing order was, O. Linton, OSCA, first and class F; 
W. Klinck, Jr., Lotus-MG, one lap behind; J. Bojalad, AC 
Ace, class E and third overall; W. F. Woodbury, Porsche 
and B. Fehnel, Porsche. 

















Technical inspection for correct classification. 


the Long Island Sports Car Association, driving a 

1955 Porsche, took first place honors in the Republic 
Motor Sports Club’s Economy Run. Spagna, one of 96 
contestants entered in the event, the largest of its kind 
to be staged in the Eastern United States, set a new un- 
oficial record of 90.75 miles per gallon to win four silver 
trophies and a bottle of vintage champagne. 

The meet, selected as a special event on the Eastern 
Conference of Sports Car Clubs 1955 Invitational Champion- 
ship Events Calendar, saw 34 different makes of foreign 
and domestic cars vying for over $1,000 worth of prizes 
which ranged from silver trophies and loving cups to driv- 
ing lamps and magazine subscriptions. Prizes were awarded 
on a ton-mile-per-gallon basis for overall winners and on 
an actual-mile-per-gallon basis for class, marque and team 
winners. 


J YOR the second consecutive year, George Spagna of 


Spagna bettered his last year’s mileage by over 17 miles 
per gallon and in addition to overall honors, won an 
award for the best performance in Class VI, 1301-1600 cc. 
(79.39—97.63 Cl) and for the best performing Porsche. 

Jos Frisina, Jim Weiss and Herb Teichman, Republic 
employees, took honors for the best performing American 
Car, best performing Ford and best in Class I over 5000 cc. 
—3.05.16 CI, respectively. American stock was truly rep- 
resented as Frisina was driving a °53 Mercury, Weiss a 
55 Ford Thunderbird and Teichman a °54 Century Buick 
Convertible. 

The course of 100 miles in length started at Republic’s 
plant in Farmingdale, went north through Huntington, Port 
Jefferson and Riverhead, south along the Montauk High- 


Farmingdale, New York 


Class and Trophy Winners 


H. Teichman Winner—Class 1 
J. Frisina Winner—Class 2 
P. Rizzo Winner—Class 3 
D. Stanfill Winner—Class 4 
Sportsman Award 
1955 Triumph TR 2 D. Hebb Winner—Class 5 
1955 Porsche G. Spagna Shell, RMSC Trophies 
Winner Class 6 
1955 Volkswagen J. Scannell Winner—Class 7 
1951 Morris Minor fF. Herdeen Winner-—Class 8 
1955 Swallow-Doretti W. Arrance Shell, RMSC Trophies 
1955 Volkswagen M. Sregman Novice Award 


1954 Buick 

1953 Mercury 
1953 Jaguar 120 
Austin-Healey 100 





way and north to the Chateau Coudreau in Half Hollow 
Hills. 

At Registration, which began at 8 a.m. contestants re- 
ceived a 14% x 2% inch Metal-Cal decalcamania and an 
aluminum number plate the size of a New York State 
License Plate. 

Technical Inspection was next on the contestant’s agenda 
where the cars were visually inspected for correct classi- 
fication and compilation with Economy Run regulations. 
After Technical Inspection, the cars and their occupants 
were weighed on the company’s road bed scale and then on 
the fueling at the plant’s garage facilities where the cars 
were topped off with Shell TCP. 

Sealing the fuel tanks and filler neck covers with 
painted masking tape was next and then the contestants 
were checked out at one minute intervals to begin their 
driving test over a 100-mile course. 

At the finish, the cars and their occupants were “clocked 
in” and their fuel tanks were once again filled with Shell 
TCP from 5 gallon cans. A total of 200 five-gallon cans 
were weighed previously and as each can was used, the 
remaining contents were weighed, and the fuel consumed 
by each contestant was thus calibrated. 

A free tankful of gas, plus a five-gallon can of Shell 
premium gasoline, was supplied each of the contestants. 
Certain. mechanical revisions were permitted and no 
driving restrictions. other than minimum mileage and the 
minimum speed of 30 miles per hour were imposed. 

On hand to present the awards to the winners at the 
conclusion of the run were Walter Miller of the Aviation 
Division of the Shell Oil Company and Gerry Rothman, 


RMSC President. 
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SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED 


Karl Kling sweeps 

to victory in his Mercedes-Benz 
300SL in the Swedish 
Grand Prix at Kristianstad. 
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’ ‘It’s Fangio in the lead, 
above, followed by 

teammate Moss. And at the finish 

line. below, they’re stil] one-two. 


























Kristianstad, Sweden 


was. built under the direction of enthusiastic members 

of the -Royal Swedish Automobile Club in a few 
months, had several difficulties. There was, above all, 
shortly after the start of the Grand Prix of Sweden, a 
rather wavy and partly narrow stretch, which meant for 
every driver a very difficult beginning of the race. Right 
after this wavy stretch a sharp turn demanded highest 
concentration on the part of the drivers. Also the other 
curves of the course of Kristianstad had their tricks, so 
that this double success had to be highly evaluated. 

The 4.4 liter Ferrari, driven by Castellotti only on the 
second day of training was ready for action and it became 
evident that it was very fast. 

In the class of racing sports cars the “Le Mans start” 
was decided upon with the exception that the times driven 
during -training determined the starting sequence. The 
drivers stood opposite their cars. Moss, whose training 
time gave him a lead of 2/10 second against Fangio, held 
place No. 1 in the starting row. He was followed by 
Fangio, Castellotti, Salvadori on Aston Martin, and the 
always dangerous Frenchman Jean Behra with the 3-liter 
Maserati. The start went off perfectly. Moss, like a 
sprinter, got away in low start, leaped into his car, and 
took the lead ahead. of Fangio. Castellotti’s car did not 
start right away, which gave Behra the chance to take the 
third place. 

After the field of the nine racing cars returned again 
to the starting line, Moss and Fangio were very close 
together. The Englishman let the somewhat faster Fangio 
pass, and beginning with the second of the total 32 laps, 
the two Mercedes-Benz cars with Fangio and Moss behind 
the wheels led in a superior manner—as so often already 
during this racing season—the field of the other. partici- 
pants. After the 10th lap, Castellotti lay 39 and Behra 
46 seconds behind Fangio. At this time of the race 
Musy/Switzerland, driving a 3-liter Maserati, was ahead 
of Head in the Jaguar D and held the 5th place. In 
the sequence, Fangio No. 1 and Moss No. 2, nothing 
changed until the end. Castellotti succeeded after a few 
laps in making up for the loss he had because of his bad 
start. He set himself ahead of Behra and won the 3rd 
place. And hereafter nothing changed the final result 
for the category of racing sports cars. 

1. Juan Manuel Fangio on Mercedes-Benz 300 SLR, 
1:18.13.7 = 100.434 m/h (161.0 km/h). 
2. Stirling Moss on Mercedes-Benz 300 SLR, 1:18.14.0. 
3. CasteHotti on 4.4-liter Ferrari, 1:19.52.0. 
4. Jean Behra on 3-liter Maserati, 1:20.42.1. 
—— 


Ts course of Kristianstad, which in feverish work 


Shining 
Mar 


conceded to be the model SS Mercedes Benz. The 

car on which Mercedes based a good portion of its 
reputation as a builder of sports cars and a machine 
that has been one of the most revered of the “classic” de- 
sign in such machinery, is all too rare today. Therefore 
there was no hesitation at all when Ed Williams offered 
tu let us do a road report on his 1930 convertible cabriolet. 
The results were most startling. 

Before going into the car itself, there are some interesting 
details of the history, and sidelights on restoring such a 
machine. First, there are, according to the Mercedes 
Owners Club, only three of the fifteen of these cars, with 
full roll up windows and convertible top still in existence. 
Two are in England and this particular one is in the United 
States. As to its history, the car. was completed on 
February 10, 1930, and sent to be exhibited at Copenhagen, 
Denmark, from that date until March 3 of that year. 
From there it went to the branch office in Berlin where 
it occasioned considerable comment, being -the first of this 
type to be produced by the Stuttgart firm. From there 
it went on consignment te Stockholm and was exhibited 


CQ: of the truly great cars of all times is generally 


Twenty-five years of 
engineering spanned 

by products of the 
famous Daimler-Benz 
corporation 
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Where it all began, the 


unrestored giant before 
Williams took it over. 


The power plant taking 
shape during the resto- 
ration. 
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Illustrating just a few 
of the almost number- 
less problems that face 
the enthusiast. 





there for almost a year. Then was sold to a Mrs. Wherhanc 
in Paris for the staggering sum, in that tight year of 1932, 
ot almost $15,000. From there it moved to New York 
and into the possession of Stephen Ames, and finally came 
into the hands of John Caskie, after having suffered 
almost total loss of body parts in a fire. 

There it sat for seven years, while work was done on it, 
piecemeal but painstakingly. The whole engine and chassis 
was dismantled and gradually rebuilt. At this point the 
present owner found it and decided that he needed just 
such a car. And for those of you who are interested in 
how collectors of such machinery become the proud owners 
of such unusual conveyances, Ed approached John and 
asked if the car could be purchased. A rather dishearten- 
ing answer, “No, I won’t sell you the car,” turned into an 
amazingly happy one when John continued, “but I'll give it 
to you for a wedding present.” 

Then Ed reminisces that his bride became a Mercedes 
widow. There began the usual problems facing one who 
wants to rebuild and restore a car that long out of produc- 
tion. Little pieces had to be machined, the six complicated 
rubber gaskets that fit the complicated carburetor manifold 
had to be made. Fitting the carburetors and all six gaskets 
required a fabulous jerry-rigged jig and consumed a couple 
of days. The sump, although aluminum, weighs 125 
peunds, and is designed to fit without a gasket, requires 
careful positioning and heaving from beneath for proper fit. 


In addition to the other difficulties, Ed read a bit from - 


the manual on the supercharger. (Incidentally the manual 
didn’t arrive until the car was completely reassembled.) 
“Dismantling the supercharger should be avoided 

In case, however, that the engine is completely disassembled 
an experienced engineer may also occupy himself with this 
part of the engine.” Ed, who is not an engineer, feels 
that a non-experienced one can occupy himself indefinitely 
with this part of the engine. In fact, Williams feels that 
this could well become a career in itself. 

These boogies over at last, the car, still with the body 
unfinished, and the front end held together rather casually, 
was put on a dynometer to see whether anything would 
come through the side of the block. This scene has been 
differently described by various witnesses but remains some- 
thing out of Dante. Imagine the huge car in a rather small 
garage, the supercharger screaming, smoke pouring from 


Under the hood of the almost rebuilt engine 
after the carburetors were refitted. 
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both the dyno and the exhaust, flakes of rust from the 
unfinished wheels striking sparks from surrounding metal 
and bits of the twenty year old tires flying from the 
rear wheels. When the ordeal was over, the meter read 
to a road speed of 128 miles per hour.with a few turns 
still in hand! 

From here on it was down hill sledding. Satisfied that 
the car was mechanically acceptable, it was turned over to 
Howard Morders at National Auto Top for the finishing 
tcuches. Light blue leather upholstery, a new top and a 
lacquer finish completed the restoration. Since then the 
car has been in service as day to day transportation and 
used extensively on trips. The seven and a half liter 
engine with a four inch bore and three inch stroke still 
pumps out the original 200 horses and the supercharger 
boosts this 25 per cent, as well as boosting the driver’s 
morale with its healthy scream. 

This was the condition it was in when we took it out 
for a trial run, and before describing the car, let us add 
a vote of appreciation for the men that raced these ma- 
chines in their heyday. Imagine an MG TC, multiply it 
by six, and you have a pretty good idea of the car. Its 
nen-synchro mesh gear box is as straight cut as such a 
box can get, and requires both the courage of the driver’s 
convictions (tolerating absolutely no hesitation) and skill ix. 
matching road and engine speed. The steering is light, 
surprisingly so for such a large car, but the unsprung 
weight is fantastic, giving the car definite will of its own on 
cobblestone roads and only slightly less individuality on 
pavement. The brakes, which are mechanical and adjust- 
able from inside the car, are best left with the thought 
that the car was made for going, not stopping, but in 
spite of these marks of its era the machine is delightful to 
drive. 

The big engine reaches its peak at 3,200 rpm., and is 
quite happy cruising at 500 to 1,000, letting you almost 
count the detonations as ths car rolls along at 40 miles 
an hour. The hood, in spite of its generous porportions 
when viewed from the outside, shrinks to surprising 
stubbiness from the drivers seat and the clear view of 
both front fenders belies the 10 and one half feet from 
the windshield to the front bumper. 

Starting off from a standstill, the car will accelerate 
in what can only be described as amazingly brisk for a 


First gas in seven years into 
front-end part of fuel system. 







































machine of this vintage. Without use of the supercharger 
the car moves off in a truly business-like manner. Accelera- 
tion on the road, in the intermediate gears when the 
supercharger is cut in by completely depressing the ac- 
celerator pedal, is ‘fantastic and the 3,800 pound car will 
kick up its heels in a manner not expected from a quarter 
of a century old machine. Incidentally, the accelerator 
pedal is between the clutch and brake and requires a bit 
of getting used to although not so much as might be 
expected. 

On the open road, with the engine chugging at over 
1600 rpm., the car sails along at a sedate 60 miles an 
hcur but here again the supercharger will give most of 
teday’s cars with passing gears a good run for their 
money, as well as eliminating the need for the horn—the 
distinctive scream is usually enough to let other cars for 
some distance know you're about. 

Cornering characteristics are as good as those on any 
solid front axle machine, taking into consideration~ the 
size of the SS and the manipulation of the gearbox. The 
car has practically no sway and except for its length it 
will maneuver with most vehicles years its junior. The 
two and one half turns from lock to lock make the machine 
exceptionally responsive, and give it a surprisingly tight 
turning radius for its 132 inch wheelbase. 

As to the ride, it is what has been described and accepted 
as “firm.” The car is solidly placed on the ground, and 
you have the distinct and positive feeling that it would 
take something near to a major catastrophe to upset it. 
On the other hand, the driver and passenger seats are com- 
fortable and less road shock is noticable than would be 
expected. The back seat is not unpleasant even though 
it is placed directly over the rear axle unless the road is 
fairly rough. 

Some of the more interesting details of the car and 
most of them are to be found on these machines only, 
make our latter day engineering seem a little skimpy by 
“comparison. 

One of these is the inclosed waterpump with a lubricant 
reservoir mounted on the fire wall. This is fitted with a 
handle that is turned down a bit at a time to keep the 
pump greased and the pump reminds you by itself when this 
needs to be done by moving a strip behind a small window 
in the cover from white to red as the grease is used. A 


Running, but unfinished, 
the car is ready to test. 
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On the Dynomometer 
the old car proved its 
metal by racking up a 
fantastic speed of 128 
miles per hour. 


turn of the reservoir handle and the strip moves back 
to white. 

The ignition is both battery-distributor and magneto 
with a switch on the facia allowing the driver to choose 
either type singly, or both. There are separate plugs 
for each system too and the- whole advance may be con- 
troled from the steering wheel hub. As an item of interest 
to tuners of Mercedes SS series the distributor is set at 
an advance of 40 degrees before TDC while the magneto 
is only 20 degrees. 

Perhaps most interesting of the components is the fuel 
system. This includes the two updraft carburetors and 
the supercharger that blows through them when its dog 
clutch is engaged. The carburetors have one large float 
chamber that is. mounted on the firewall and acts as a 
combined pressure and vacuum feed with a complicated 
system of ball checks, butterfly valves and the like to 
compensate for the differences between supercharged and 
non-supercharged operation. There is even a small pump 
oun the cam shaft to automatically pressurize the main 
gas tank and keep the flow to the reservoir-float chamber 
steadily matched to engine speed. To the right hand side of 
the facia is a fuel overflow glass and if the pressure builds 
up too much in the tanks some gasoline will flow into 

the overflow gauge. The pressure can be checked then 
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i) Body work begins to by opening the cock next to the fuel pressure gauge, and 
i take shape in the final after the reading has been established the excess can 
i stages of restoration. be bled off by opening a vent under the instrument panel, 





or more pressure can be built up using the hand pump 
on the panel. 

: That would be enough for most fuel systems, but just to 
-F : be on the safe side the Mercedes engineers also included an 
injection pump to prime the engine when starting. As a 
bit of general interest the car gets 9.8 miles per gallon 
normally and 4 mpg when the supercharger is used. Of 
course, with the 31 gallon gas tank, you still have a pretty 
good cruising range. 

Some of the other goodies include little spring-loaded 
spigots on each cylinder that can be pressed in, letting 
the cylinder blow through a small aperture next to the 
block, to enable the driver to check that each cylinder is 
firing. A friction clutch on the cast aluminum ian lets 
it free wheel at speeds of 35 and over. 

Perhaps the most interesting part of the story is that 
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}; ee —_ Ed, now that he’s had the fun (he calls it) of rebuilding 
1) nae Ps ; ° “11: ° 
aoe SOUSERAERS: the car, is willing to sell the machine, at, as he says, a . 
The finished product, a terrific saving, $10,000 off list. 


car that anyone would idiot 
be proud to own and 
drive. 








On the road the exceptionally slow 
engine speed is always surprising. 
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EVERYTHING FOR YOUR CAR, TRUCK, HOT ROD, CUSTOM 


CAR. WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION — 50,000 ITEMS! 
It’s ready for you now ... shis giant ALL NEW 1955 J. C. Whitney Catalog of : 
Auto Parts and Accessories! Here's the one and only complete buying guide for : 
everything you need for your car, truck, custom-styled car or hot rod . . . the 
biggest, most complete selection of top quality parts, accessories, and equipment 
at rock-bottom money-saving prices! See the thousands and thousands of items 
for every make and model car. 

Do you need hard-to-find parts? We feature many new Hollywood accessories bay 
—now offered forthe first time . . . high-speed parts to soup up your engine 
to top speed, faster acceleration, greater economy. You'll see pages of custom- ii 
styling equipment, to give your car that “expensive” look! 

Whitney Has “Hard-to-Find” Parts Rush Coupon for Your Copy Today 
We buy in tremendous volume to get the Get your C. Whitney Catalog! Mail 
lowest possible cost ... and we pass our Coupon TODAY, we'll rush road oy for 


, . : only 25¢ ... to help 
peta g ~~ ory ln  mceciper ed ae handling. We will code t A ny by on 
. , ms— your first order of $5.00 or more; then 
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Accessories ~- | 
o Seat MAIL THIS COUPON 7QDAY! i is 

@ Radiators | 

© Springs end Shocks i J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 

© Ignition parts 1917 G11 Archer Ave., Chicage 16, lil. | 


Please rush your giant 156- ro | 1955 Catalog describing world’s most 
complete line of auto parts accessories—over 50,000 items at lowest 
prices. | enclose ee to cover part of cost, which will be credited to me on 
my first $5.00 order 
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1. John Patterson gives finishing flag to Austin-Healey 
team. 2. Vester and Mary Massey get instructions at a 


checkpoint. 3. Seibert/Heinsbergen Austin-Healey, which 


finished ninth, takes on fuel during one of the breaks. 
4. Fred Sanders, race coordinator for sponsoring Long 


Beach MG Club bundles up a batch of results. 


HEN official starter Al Torres dropped the green 
Wie: on the pack of rumbling cars, it didn’t signal 

the start of another week-end of road racing, but 
the beginning of a new concept in West Coast rallying. 
This was an 800-mile jaunt; known as the Great Western 
Rally, that was based on the proposition that rallyists are 
often tourists at heart. 

Preparation around the starting line showed indications 
of the Long Beach MG Club’s intensive efforts to make 
the run a top flight event. Obtaining the cooperation of 
General Petroleum, the sponsoring organization had a sta- 
tion closed to all but rally entrants. Here a full crew 
of atiendants scurried about, filling radiators, replacing 
light bulbs, issuing road maps and scrubbing windshields 
until they glistened. 

Then, just as the first fingers of light began to touch 
the sky on a Friday morning early in June, an MG TF, 


‘the first of 148 cars, whirred through the deserted down- 


town Los Angeles streets and headed for the open highway 
leading to the final checkpoint at Yosemite National Park. 

Before the drivers, ran a ribbon of concrete that had 
been chosen not only for the challenge it would present 
to seasoned rallyists, but for the scenic beauty that sur- 
rounded it, as well. Through undulating hills they rolled; 
across the desert and into the mountains. Mojave, Bakers- 
field, Woody 10, Porterville, Clovis and finally Yosemite 
Park shortly after darkness had closed in. 

Although the scenery through which .they sped was 
meant to be enjoyed, only the really proficient entrants 
had time tu appreciate it, for check points were ample. 
For every one the competitors could see, there was one 
that they could not. 

As the team crowded into the dining room of the 
Ahwanhee Hotel that night, the conversation was lighi. 
despite the long grind, and the air was filled with the story 
about the California Highway Patrol. And this time it 
wasn’t a complaint. 

It seems that among the rallyists there were a few 
hardy souls who had ventured into the uncharted wilds 
to explore on their own. It was while two such teams— 
one entrenched in an Allard and the other in an Austin- 


800-mile jaunt tests mettle of rallyists 
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A pair of MG TF’s pull 
off the road for a quick discussion 
as to location and direction. 
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Heaiey-—were scurrying rapidly back in the direction of 
bE the proper route that a stern looking black and white 
hi | Buick appeared. 

( Sensing the situation, the Allard took off down the road, 
ai | 4) leaving the Austin-Healey team to produce a convincing 

excuse for why they were buzzing madly around the country. 
But the officer only smiled, asked them what all the little 
cars were doing and where they were going so fast. 

After a short verbal essay on the fundamentals of rally- 
ing, the driver added that he would probably never find 
his way back now, since he had lost the Allard he was 
mi foliowing. With a shouted “Follow me!” the officer leaped 

i back into the car and started off down the road. 

| . When the Healey came flying around a bend, there sat 

| the police car with the Allard alongside, patiently waiting 
ib for their lost fellow participants to catch up. 
; The gayety of the evening carried over to Saturday, the 
day dedicated to letting the taint of tourist ‘in the blood 
come to the fore. For the die-hards with gasoline flowing 
in thei: veins, there was an informal reliability run and 
a Concours DeComfort, displaying cars which made life 
easier for the enthusiastic rallyist. 
i At 9:01 the following morning, the first car pulled out 
| of the parking lot, heading for the finish line in the San 
Fernando .Valley and home. 
| At the victory banquet Monday night, the question that 
| was on everybody’s lips was, “When are we going to do 

it again?” The answer was indefinite. It wasn't that 

the affair hadn’t been a success all the way around, but 
i the club’s rally planners were already beginning to murmur 
. 
| 





en eke pee es: ee 
oes 








oe 
FE FE TT 





epee peo -tameet oe meee ¥ eer 











ae 
Nl sin 


Be elieaecan icone ts Se icddabcane nent ae 
SG Tir 








Hipp th Mai, ie 





about Mexico for next year. 

a FINAL RESULTS: Kreidel-Kreidel (TR-2), 4:16; Pai- 
terson-Long (VW), 4°54; Schlimmer-DeFriest (MG TD), which isdics Gaaear tee cane 
5:19; Lyons-Larson (TR-2), 6:04; Geer-Bowdey (Porsche), pulls into final checkpoint. 
6:077 Clark-D. Allee (MG TF), 6:12; Steele-Engle 

| (Porsche), 6:26; Allee-Allee (Austin-Healey), 6:32; 

Seibert-Heinsbergen (Austin-Healey), 8:11; Harrington- 

Harrington (Doretti), 11:01. 





ocean enema Same 
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Get all the Facts FREE! 


NATIONAL 
PUZZLE CONTEST 


Sponsored by AMERICAN CHURCH UNION, Inc. 


"Quick Action’ 
‘ Opportunity ” 


win $ 50,00 00 CASH PRIZES 






Ist Prize as much as $25, 000 
Here’s a quick-action puzzle contest that rings coal A i L Cc 3° U ¥ ] N T ie] D AY 


the winners a golden opportunity to get a NATIONAL PUZZLE CONTEST 399 
new slant on Life! Just imagine as much as , P.O. Box 777, General Post Office, Brooklyn 1, N. Y. 

$25,000 in nice crisp crackling $100 bills! i 
Well — YOU have the opportunity to wi this J 1 want full particulars 

kind of money but you must act NOW! Mail _ J 2beut the $50.000.00 NA- wane 
coupon today! TIONAL PUZZLE CON- 


I rest. Please mail me 





| FREE the Official Entry ADDRESS 
Form, Rules, and First 
Series of Puzzles. 


l PLEASE PRINT PLAINLY 


CITY tie 
(Add Zone, if any) 











REVERSIBLE AUTO SEAT GovERS 


MADE OF FLEXTON — SERVICE GAUGE PLASTIC 
FOR LONG WEAR 


* Waterproof. Easy to attach to seats for good fit. Roomy and 
neat. Elastic shirring and reinforced overlap side grips insure 
over-all seat coverage. Will dress up your car's interior and 
give protection to seat upholstery. Whisk of mud, oil, sand, 
grime with a damp rag for bright as new appearance. Sewn 
with nylon thread for long wear and durability. 


ORDER FROM MANUFACTURER AND SAVE! 


Choice of split or front seat styles only $2.98 
each. Complete set for Front & Rear only $5.00. 
Specify make of car and seat style with each order. 
Save Money and buy oa set today. 


5 day Money Back Guarantee! 


en RENN EP come 
MARDO SALES coRP., Dept. LS-33 
480 Lexington Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 















Snoake-Zebra Design— 
Printed Plastic can be used 
on either side. Gives snappy 
distinctive dress up ap- 
peoronce. Front 


crsteer Seat $998 


STYLE -=500 





Please send me seat covers | have 1 
marked. | can try for 10 days and return 

for refund of purchase price if | am not | 
satistied 

1 Zebra-Snake Design, Reversible 


Leopard Cowhide design on | 
| ( ] Leopard Cowhide Design, Reversible 


Printed Flexton Plastic. 
Leopard on one side, Cow- 
hide on the other. Either 
side gives beovty to your 
car's seats. Never gets dirty 
mo it cleans with o whisk 


[7] Split Seat $2.98 [1] Solid Seat $2.98 
) Set (Front & Rear) $5 ‘00 
al enclose payment (—- Send C.0.0 


Name 
o damp 
a Front or $298 Address 
Rear 
City Zone State | 
= 
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AMAZING MINIATURE GOLD-PLATED 
SPY CAMERA — Only $2-°* ppd. 


This precision camera is amazingly small—only 2° wide. 
1\” tall! So tiny you can hide it in the palm of your 
hand. But it’s not a toy or a gadget. Sturdy, all-metal 
with professional view finder, fast shutter. BOTH in- 
stant & time setting. Takes clear pictures just like 
bigger, more expensive cameras. Take pictures in secret. 
Amaze friends and family with 
hilarious candid shots. Made to 


SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED 





F ed E Ee | lant @ Restine--on0 of sane’ 
Order now and get} metal parts are 

genuine leather car-]| GOLD PLATED. A beauty to 
rying case with] see, to handle, to use. Low 
strap AND 2 rolls} priced too—only $2.98 ppd. 


of film (20 pictures) 

Absolutely Free 
Film available at 
stores or from us 
for 25c a roll of 10 
exposures. 


Order for self, friends, gifts. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 

ise Co Dept. 
Modern Merchandise Co. se_a4 


220 Sth Ave., N. Y. 1, N. Y. 























a 
New Catalog of 3000 Novelties 
Crane ee 

for amazing catalog of novelties, 

Send 10c gifts, live animales hobbies, fun 

7. makers, planes & boats, magic tricks, joke 
A articles, unusual seeds, gadget timesavers, 
cameras, optical goods, projectors, movies, 

7m je disguises, stamps, coins, puzzles, 


y 
dios, auto & bike accessories, banks, smokers’ gadgets, 
artists” supplies, printing sets, motors, knives, billfolds, 
guns, sports, books, mes, music, scientific supplies, 
plants, fireworks, office & household items, etc., from 
all over world. Rush name, address & 10c 
JOHNSON SMITH CO., Dept. 193 , Detroit 







now! 
7, Mich. 





{~ BUYS BIG 5,000 SQ.FT. 
HOMESITE 


“DEEP IN THE HEART OF TEXAS” 

Famous Bandera Pass Ranch located in the heart 
A of the “DUDE RANCH COUNTRY” now being 

subdivided into 50’ x 100° Homesites. F 

only Terms just $5.00 down and balance 

pel i as Ly ee A 6 — on pias 

v way from ra, Texas and only 

ialles from San Antonio. Sch 


division. Electricit 
1,300 


sites are about 
ys and cool summer nigh’ 
ideal for year ’round living or retirement. Here’s 
a vacation paradise—hunting ... fishing ... guif- 
ing ... swimming .. . horseback riding. 
Send for photos 


Write For- 
} BROCHURE * 








AMAZING NEW FLEXIBLE 
FINISH RESTORES — COLORS 
LEATHER & ViNYL-PLASTIC 


Is your leather or plastic upholstery faded or 
worn? RamCore FLeExIsLeE FINISHES restore 
the original color and texture to your car’s 
: upholstery. You can 
change color, too! Avail- 
able in eleven colors and 
clear, Easily applied 
with brush or spray. 
Won’t chip or peel. 
Waterproof . . . preserves 
and protects. See your 
local dealer. If he doesn’t 
have RAMCoTE FLEXIBLE 
FINISHES, write for FREE 
~~ details and color chart. 

RamCote Products—Dept. S-115 


1141 W. 69th St., Chicago 21, Hlinois 
60 











Shoppers 


The Shore Publishing Company of 
New York City has just published a 
pocket-sized book entitled How to Buy a 
Used Car as an illustrated guide for 
people with little or no mechanical back- 
ground. This easy to carry book shows 
the prospective buyer exactly how he 
can find out whether the car he is con- 
sidering buying is in good condition. 
Fifty-five inspections and tests are ar- 
ranged in list form so that each can be 
checked off as it is made and the con- 
dition of the car determined simply by 
looking over its “box score.” 

In addition, the book gives the shopper 
hints on how to decide what make, model 
and year he wants, and provides instruc- 
tions on how to avoid unnecessary ex- 
pense in paying for the car once it has 
been purchased. Dangerous defects and 
how to detect them, tell-tale engine and 
body noises, as well as faults that make 
any care a bad buy, are also covered. 

Shore Publishing Co., Inc., 16 East 
52d St., New York 22, N. Y., $1.00. 


* * * 

For the many motorists who wash 
and polish their own cars, Allaron, 
Chicago, 


Incorporated, of has _intro- 





duced a new product that should make 
an immediate hit with the do-it-yourself 
car ‘owner. Called Wash-N-Wax, this 
new product is guaranteed to do three 
of the most time-consuming operations 
associated with owning an automobile. 
According to the manufacturer, exten- 
sive laboratory tests plus practical tests 
carried out by a group of large car- 
washing agencies throughout the nation 
have demonstrated that this product will 
shampoo, clean and polish your car in 
one simple operation. 

Developed for the armed forces to 
protect service vehicles from the ravages 
of weather and heavy usage, the new 
car shampoo is now being packaged for 
the individual car owner. The manu- 
facturer says that Wash-N-Wax does the 
cleaning, polishing and waxing without 
any extra rubbing or polishing. The 
makers also state that the preparation 
is entirely harmless and is as gentle to 
your skin as regular toilet soap. 

Allaron, Incorporated, 2534 South 
Wabash Ave., Chicago 16, Illinois, $2.00. 


Showcase 


Maremont 


Automotive Products is 


offering a new cast manifold for con- 
to dual exhaust 
The new manifold is designed 


version from single 
systems. 





to replace left manifolds on 1952-55 
Ford V8s and 1954 Mercurys. 

The new manifold, a rear outlet type, 
is available with exhaust pipes, tail 
pipes and other parts to complete the 
conversion to dual exhausts. 

Maremont Automotive Products. Chi- 
cago, Illinois. 

* * #* 


A new road-proved racing tire had 
been introduced by the Goodyear Tire 
and Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio. The 
new tire, designed to meet the trend to 
higher horsepower, is especially suited 
to current sports cars. Built with all- 
nylon triple-tempered cord, this tire is 
manufactured in both tubeless and tubed 





versions. The new tire is now original 
equipment with the potent Chrysler 300. 

The new tire—the Blue Streak—was 
designed from experience gained in the 


gruelling 2,000-mile Mexican Road 
Race. The Blue Streak was designed to 
give long service and maximum safety 
under all kinds of driving conditions. 
A feature of the new tire is the lower 
cord angle of its plies—resulting in a 
flatter, road-hugging tread surface at 
high speeds, thus helping to prevent tire 
distortion. This same factor also makes 
the tire cooler running, according to the 
company. The tire is currently pro- 
duced in the 8.00-15 size only—but addi- 
tional sizes will be added as needed, 
the company states. 

Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company, 
Akron, Ohio; available through Good- 
year retail outlets. 
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A new elapsed-time clock which 
mounts easily on a sports car panel for 
use in rallies or racing has been intro- 
duced by the Wakmann Watch Company 
of New York City. The eight-day Swiss 


precision movement records time of 












trip—with an independent stopping de- 
vice. The clock features center chron- 


ographic sweep-second and hour register 
hands and a luminous dial. Ready for 
a simple and immediate installation, the 
clock comes in an unbreakable oxidized 
aluminum case. 

Wakmann Watch Company, Inc., 15 
West 47th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 

* * * 

Known as the Fixit wrench, this com- 
pact tool handles hex-head bolts and 
nuts ranging in size from No. 8 to % 
inch. The manufacturer states that this 
handy wrench was designed to meet the 
need for a low-cost, wide-range wrench 
to be used by workman, hobbyists, and 
householders. 

The Fixit wrench is said to cover the 
complete range of hexagon fasteners 




















found on automobiles, boats, motorcycles 
and home applianccs. This new wrench 
sells for about 69 cents and is available 
at all hardware departments. 

Euclid Manufacturing Company, 1130 
East 22nd St., Euclid 17, Ohio. 
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Explanation of power equipment to 
the average motorist and performance 












curves horsepower 


showing possible 
boosts are two features of a recently 















GET YOUR 


FREE COPY 


OF THE 
AUTOCAR ROAD TESTS, 1955. 


128-page book containing 
30 detailed road tests of 


the world’s leading cars! 
se 





WEEKLY AUTOMOTIVE MAGAZINE. 
* 


Start your sub- 


scription with the 


three huge Motor 
Show issues! Use 
coupon below! 


-.+THE AUTOCAR (Britain’s foremost 
weekly automotive magazine read by 
thousands of American subscribers) 
will publish three huge London Inter- 
national Motor Show Issues on 14, 21 
and 28 October. 


Totalling nearly 1,000 PAGES between 
them, these sparkling issues completely 
describe the rank on rank of gleaming 
new models, the glittering profusion of 
the world’s 1956 cars, to be seen at this 
famous London Show. 


Prepared by a team of experts given 
every assistance to dig cown into the 
secrets of the new models...to pry into 
engines, chassis, bodywork, steering, 
etc.— and to draw and photograph 
what they see—these 3 Show Issues of 
THE AUTOCAR will give you a complete 
picture of next year’s cars. 


YOu are invited to join the States-wide 
band of AUTOCAR subscribers—and to 
begin by reading these three mammoth 
numbers. 


And what's more . . . as soon as your order 
is received, the publishers will reserve for 
you a FREE copy of the /28-page book 
‘The Autocar Road Tests, 1955."’ This 
$1.50 book contains 30 detailed Road 
Tests of the world’s leading cars. It will 
be sent to you direct from the printers 
on publication in mid-October. 


Every week of the year, THE AUTOCAR 
rushes to readers all over the 





world first-hand reports of the major 


GIVEN FREE WITH YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
TO AUTOCAR, BRITAIN’S FOREMOST 


~ | (Please print) 











international races, rallies and trials... 
detailed Road Tests and thorough tech- 
nical descriptions of the world’s leading 
current cars... hints and tips on tuning, 
maintenance, repairs .. . general-inter- 
est motoring articles...and brilliant 
reports and pictures of the world’s 
automotive news and events. 


52 weekly issues of THE AUTOCAR — 
including the 3 Show Numbers and the 
FREE 128-page Road Tests book —cost 
$10. Three years (156 issues with Show 
Numbers and free book) is only $20— 
saving you $11.50! 


Fill out and mail the coupon... NOW 
...to secure your copies of the London 
Show Numbers and “The Autocar 
Road Tests 1955"! Don’t delay— 
demand is already heavy. Make sure 
of your copies by acting at once! 


CLIP AND MAIL THIS COUPON NOW 
Set ee eee. a eee ee 7 
To: Robert Bentley, Inc., 8 Ellery ! 
; Street, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts |; 


1 YES, | should like to read THE | 
| AUTOCAR - starting with the 3 London 
| Show Issues. Enter my order for: 
|] | Year (52 issues) $10 

; (] 3 Years (156 issues) $20 

Please send 


; my FREE copy of “The Autocar Road 
Tests, 1955” 
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THIS COMBINATION 


DESIGN—plus excellent MATERIAL 
makes the big difference! 


A-Art rhably 
nes ALLE AE 
eat transferring 
5 ted 
in time-honored, 
close-grained bear- 
ing materiat. 
B — Narrow-faced, 
high unit pressure, 
oil-metering ring — 


unique. 
oil control design 
cast iron bearin 
its enviable per 





ou've spent countless 


‘hours rebuilding your 


rastiali (emmy @esmesslaa latelelet mertu: 


And now you know it’s right 
with Grant Piston Rings. thes 
insure the instant and | 


. ; 
power you want for driving and 


competition performance 


GO RIGHT 
TO WORK a 





U.R.A. midget car #1 owner says: 


Billy Garrett won the 1954 Championship in my 
V8-60, using Grant Piston Rings. Billy drove the 
car in 49 races, winning 16 Main events, 7 Main 
2nds, and 3 Semi-Main wins. 


Starting the 1955 season we have experienced 
great success...and the very best service out of 
Grant Pitton Rings. 


Ben Humke, Tulare, Calif. 


Dealer information 
furnished on 


with superb request. 
a5 ran 
formance. ¢ 








PISTON RINGS 


241 N. WESTMORELAND AVENUE, LOS ANGELES 4, CALIF. 








Shoppers Showcase 


published pamphlet, “Power” by Offen- 
hauser Equipment Corporation. 

The new folder points out benefits to 
be gained from use of bolt-on power 
products. Curves shown are plotted 
from actual tests conducted on a Clayton 
chassis dynamometer with stock cars 
equipped with power products. Also in 
the folder are illustrations of equipment 
available for 1955 and earlier model 
automobiles. 

Offenhauser Equipment Corporation, 
5156 Alhambra Ave., Los Angeles 32, 
Calif. 

* * * 

Want to boost the power, mileage, 
safety or style of your car? Then 
write for the new Almquist “How To” 
Catalog showing thousands of the new- 


est Power, Safety, Economy, Custom and 
High Performance equipment items for 
all cars at new low discount prices. The 





new Catalog is virtually an “auto acces- 
sory store” of new products, souping 
data, pictures and tips on improving 








the performance and mileage of your 
car. 

Almquist Engineering Co., Milford, 
Pa. Free on request. 


on * * 

A revolutionary, new high-speed sports 
car tire that combines increased traction, 
greatly improved tread wear and im- 
proved lateral and forward stability 
has been introduced by the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Company. 

The manufacturer states that the new 
tire called the Super Sports 170 is the 
answer to thousands who have been ask- 
ing for an American-made sports car 
racing tire. Its improved safetv features 





and greater wear characteristics, proved 
in the difficult 12-hour race over the 
highly abrasive 5.2-mile cement and 
black top course at Sebring last March 
13, brought resounding praise from 
drivers and pit crews alike. 

One of the most enthusiastic was 
veteran driver Phil Walters who won the 
race on the new tires with co-driver 
Mike Hawthorn. “The new Firestone 
tires were wonderful,” Walters said. 
“They held well in the turns and gave 
us the needed safety and stability at 
high speeds. In my many years of 
racing, I have never had experience 
with any tires that compared to the new 
Firestones from a wear standpoint.” 

The new sports racing tire is of nylon 
construction. The tread and sidewall 
are of special compounds developed as 
a result of tests conducted on the Indian- 
apolis Speedway and the Bonneville Salt 
Flats, as well as extensive testing in 
actual sports car races. It combines 
the maximum side and forward traction 
with high abrasion resistance for long 
wear. 

The manufacturer says that the new 
Super Sports 170 is designed for use 
with a tube pending development of 
suitable air-tight racing wheels. They 
also state that it has already been 
successfully tested as a tubeless unit. 

Firestone Tire and Rubber Company, 
Akron, Ohio. - 


* * * 
The Pan American Road Race, with 


"every curve a potential death trap, was 


the scene of several fatalities in 1954. 
Although Lincoln had several entrants 
in the race not one was even hurt badly, 
much less killed. The reason for this 
is ‘the fact that every Lincoln driver 
wore a new Safety Shoulder Harness 
Reel developed by the Pacific Scientific 
Company of Los Angeles. 

Designed originally for use in jet air- 
(Continued on Page 64) 
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(Continued from Page 26) 


tenths on the instrument you'll almost have to have 
either. a calculator or a slide rule. You will probably 
find that the lack of tenths on the odometer may handicap 
you in other events as well. 

Of next importance is the form the instructions take. 
The most frequently encountered and one that could very 
nearly be termed the “normal” rally, will have your route 
checked out somewhat like the following: 

1.20 miles—turn right. 
2.55 miles—turn left. 
3.11 miles—turn left, etc. 

These may be broken up into more interesting groups 
by having the average speed change periodically, or such 
extra instructions as “bear left at fork,” or “turn right on 
reute 326.” In short rarely, unless there is some gimmick 
involved, is the route given in plain old English, although 
the one or two times this has been tried the contestants 
were as widely separated at the finish as in any other sort 
of scheme. 

Now that we've established the basic pattern that rallys 
usually follow, let’s consider some of the other types that 
you will undoubtedly encounter in the course of a year’s 
driving. The first in importance is the night navigational 
event. This is included in almost every club’s calender 
and follows a general pattern. First the contestants are 
given a card or sheet with an average speed and coordi- 
nates, along with a map of general dimensions. The maps 
handed out at night are always too big to unfold in the 
compact interior of a sports car. 

Here you have to draw on your knowledge of map 
reading, and a bit of almost forgotten military training 
comes in handy. Remember when reading coordinates on 


-a map you always read “right-up.” In other words the 


first figures will be along the bottom and top of the map, 


‘and fractional parts will be to the right of the main grid 


divisions. The second group of digits will be read up 
from the bottom of the map, and: the fractions will be 
above the grid lines. The theory is that you plot the 
intersection of the two lines thus given, and there will 
be your check point. You then have to choose the shortest 
route to it and maintain an average speed while getting 
there. 

This may sound fairly simple and in truth it isn’t too 
difficult, so the planners usually manage to include some 
extra fillips just to keep the participants awake. One 
recent event, for instance, had something like ten points 


to be plotted covering a couple of hundred miles of back 


(or abandoned) roads. The contestants, after working 
their way through this maze arrived at the fifth check 
point and had all their maps confiscated, then were blandly 
told to go back the way they had come. If this isn’t con- 
fusing enough there have been rallys at, night that hid 
the check point, and included a riddle type clue for 
each. One, as an example, was well up in the branches 
of a tree, requiring the greping crews to find a fishing 
line, hang their route cards on the hook and have them 
hauled up into the branches for signing. 


the rally story 


These are only a few of the variations that you will 
probably encounter. In one instance the crews found 
themse’ves in the middle of a field with the assurance that 
the check point was within a hundred yards. After a 
lot of diligent searching a small boat and underground 
creek were found, and sure enough in the middle, huddling 
in the dripping tunnel directly beneath the intersecting 
lines was the checker. 

One other variation is to have a rally with say six map 
references, and at each have a number giving, when all 
six numbers have been located, the seventh and final point. 
This makes it imperative that all the points be located, or 
the rally can’t be finished. 

Another popular type is the riddle version of the normal 
rally. Here you will be given riddles or clues to the 
turns or to the points, and have to figure them out as 
you go. In this sort of an event an indestructible sense 
ot humor is indispensable, and no amount of logic can 
possibly unsnarl some of the “perfectly clear” instructions. 
Of course all this time you will be expected to maintain 
an accurate average speed, stay on the proper, or shortest 
course, whichever the planners have decided will make the 
event most interesting. Quite probably you'll have to stop 
and count the windows in a wayside school house, or the 
number of signs of one sort or another along the way at 
the same time, just to keep from getting bored. 

Another type of rally activity that is not as popular, 
but keeps things hopping is the hare and hounds type 
activity. These involve one car leaving the starting point 
about five minutes ahead of the group of hounds and 
leaving little colored markers at intersections where it 


turns. This is loved by organizers who can find large 


numbers of four and five way intersections. The confirma- 
tion marker is usually left within a quarter of a mile after 
the turn, but a quarter of a mile or so back and forth on 
three wrong trys can be particularly aggravating. Another 
drawback to this sort of event is the markers themselves. 
They get moved and one missing marker can throw the 
whole thing off. 

This is about the sum total of the smaller rallys that 
are run by local organizations. There are endless variations 
on the theme. Even in the big, national and international 
events the same principals hold. 

The Great American Mountain Rallye, for instance 
involves only the elements of the normal rally, covering, 
however, considerable more ground than other events in 
this country. Even the Alpine and Monte Carlo rallys 
have the same principal, differing only in that the average 
speeds set in Europe, where there are no limits on the open 
roads. The averages are usually set so that just attaining 
them is the problem as well as maintaining them. 

There are other .added attractions in rally driving, hidden 
and silent check points that watch to be sure the cars 
remain on course, and elimination trials, usually taking the 
form of a Gymkhana which we'll cover at a later date, but 
basically this is a rally too. 
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ea SCIENTIFIC CRIME DETECTION 
“aa 4A i, There’s a Thrill in Bringing 
= S a Crook to Justice. 
ia A Steady Pay Profession 
ad Good Times or Bad. 
wy We have taught thousands this exciting, 
— profitable, pleasant profession. t us 
ee —_— teach you, too, in your own home. 
= pe md Sooting. a a. 
*olice otogra an min: - 
— me — thorough 2 y, quickly and at 
_. sm . 
ce Over 800 American Bureaus 
= of Identification employ students or juates of 
{.) sible crime detection job with wood pay and sta 





with ¢ y 8 y 
employment. But don't delay—get the details now. 
__ Let as si f aay how easily and completely I can 
A) prepare you for this fascinating work, during spare F ROE E ! 1! 
fx, Yate. 's zour own home. Yon may pay os you learn. for Thrill 
™ Write today, stating age. No salesman will call. | Send UE irilling 
(A Correspondence School Since 1916) OF CRIME” 


Q INSTITUTE OF APPLIED SCIENCE 
21920 Sunnyside Ave., Dept. 3439 Chicago 40, Ill. 


aneco} AUTO SAFETYBE 


Famous mititory ond aircraft belt moker now 
offers air line type safety belts for all cors. 
Money-back guarantee. No finer belt regardless 
of price. All belts are complete and meet rigid 
CAA req. Colors: grey, green, blue, maroon. 


| ia as 
@U: NL Se 
Deiuxe Belt nylon webbing. Front seat single $9.95 
ppd. Complete rear seat $10.95 ppd. 4,000 Ibs. test 


[A <- 


Std. Belt nylon webbing—saome buckle as used by 

TWA. Front seat $8.95. Comp. rear seat $9.95. 3,000 

Ibs. test. Shoulder straps, nylon khaki color $9.95 
MARECO CORP .—Sorry no C.0.D.'s 

5916 Sepulveda Bivd. 
































Van Nuys, California 





FOREIGN AUTO 
SERVICE DIRECTORY 


Our Directory Contains Complete 
Service Location Information For the 
Imported Car Owner, Over 1,000 
Listings in The U. S. 

Individual Copies 30c, $10 per 100 


Orders Over 300 May Have Free 
Special Covers Prepaid, Postage Paid, 
Or COD Plus Postage. 


Box 7089, Oklahoma City, Okla., U.S.A. 


uincet }Y ANTENNA 


Amazing Television invention! 
Fits Inte Palm of Your Hand 
AS CLEAR A PIC OnLy 


TURE 
AS WITH $35 ANTENNAS! 5 
Instalied tn Sacondel T 
Midget outper- 













Midden From 
Thie Powerful ™ 
forms far costlier antennas. 
Weighs only few ounces. Works on al! 
MONE . Sensational ARA at $1. 
Junk that old unsightly wesk-pullin: 
TV Antenna for this handy, newest Evans Al 
vregaeney TV Antenna. See the difference im- 
ately. So we-pemee you can't <rd to be 
without this ‘Midget Wonder"’. Mechanism 
fully concealed. Perfect for apartments, where 
outdoor T.V. Antennas are pi ibited. 
CLIP THIS AD AND MAIL WITH ONLY $1 plus dime for 
postage. We'll ship postpaid to your door. If not delichted 
with improved TV reception, return in 10 for full 
refund. Order for | cog er and friends today wHile this 
bargain offer remaing in effect. 


i EVANS RADIO CO., Dept. 6-Z 
650 ASBURY AVE. EVANSTON, ILL. 








Executive Accountants and C. P, A's earn $4,000 to $10,000 4 year. 
Thousands of firms need them. We train yuu thoroly at in spare 
time fur C. P. A’s examinations or executive accounting positions. 
Previous experience unn 
of staff of & Pr. A’s 
book, **A 






ecessary. Personal training under supervision 
Piscement counsel and help. Write for free 
th That Pays 


Pref, " 


LASALLE Extension University, 417 So. Dearborn St. 
A Correspondence institution Dept. H-113Chicago 5, lll. 








(Continued from Page 62) 

craft, the new Pacific Réel is command- 
ing increased attention as a valuable 
safety device for racing and sports car 
drivers. The manufacturer states that 
both Jack McGrath and the late Bill 
Vukovich whose cars were involved in 
serious accidents, credited their lives 
to the Pacific Reel Shoulder Harness. 

Operation of the Pacific Reel is simple. 
In cars, where the seat may not have 


‘the necessary rigidity, the Reel can be 


bolted directly to the floor or in another 
convenient spot. The manufacturer says 
that the advantages of the Pacific Reel 
over an ordinary safety belt are obvious. 
The normal safety belt, fastening at the 
waist, cannot prevent the driver from 
crushing his chest against the wheel, 
or a passenger from smashing his head 
against the dashboard or windshield in 
the event of a grinding crash. The 
shoulder harness, locked tightly by the 
Reel, holds the entire body firmly 
against the seat. 

Today, with millions of high-powered 
cars jamming the nation’s roads to the 
bursting point and accident totals soar- 
ing to record highs, the value of any 
proven safety device such as the new 
Pacific Reel cannot be under-estimated. 

The Pacific Scientific Company, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 


a. ee 








The 
master of 
the pin-up 
reveals 
his secrets 


ew To 
Photograph Women 


By PETER GOWLAND 


How to dress, undress, light and pee Only 
your subjects. How to get models, How 
to turn almost any girl into a glamour $ 
girl. Everything you need to 
about girls, cameras, and film,to be- 
come an expert photographer of women. 

Just mail a dollar bill with this ad, and 
your name and address, to Crown PuBLIsH- 
ERS, 220 Fifth Ave., Dept. H-S6, N. Y. 1. 


Refund in 10 days if not delighted. 











STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT 
OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AS AMENDED Bx 
THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 1933, AND 
JULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, United States 
Code, i 233) SHOWING THE 
OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND 
CIRCULATION of CAR LIFE, published 
monthly at Washington, D. C., for Octo- 
ber 1, 1955. 


1. The names and addresses of the 
publisher, editor, managing editor, and 
business manager are: Publisher, Henry 
Scharf, 814 H Street N. W., Washington, 
D. C.; Editor, Travers Green, 814 H Street 
N. W., Washington, D. C.; Managing 
Editor, none; Business Manager, Thomas 
H. Burrowes, 814 H Street N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

2. The owner is (If owned by a cor- 
poration its name and address must be 
stated and also immediately thereunder 
the names and addresses of stockholders 
owning or holding 1 percent or more of 
total amount of stock. If not owned by 
a corporation, the names and addresses 
of individual owners must be given. If 
owned by a partnership or other unin- 
corporated firm, its name and address, 
as well as that of each individual mem- 
ber, must be given.) Motor Publica- 
tions, Inc., 814 H Street N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. C., Great American Publica- 
tions, Inc., 814 H Street N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

3. The known’ bondholders, mortga- 
gees, and other security holders owning 
or holding 1 percent or more of total 
amount of bonds, mortgages, or other 
securities are: (If there are none, so 
state.) None. 

4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases 
where the stockholder or security holder 
appears upon the books of the company 
as trustee or in any other fiduciary rela- 
tion, the name of the person or corpora- 
tion for whom such trustee is acting; 
also the statements in the two para- 
graphs show the affiant’s full hnowledee 
and beliefs as to the circumstances and 
conditions under which stockholders and 
security holders who do not appear upon 
the books of the company as trustees, 
hold stock and securities in a capacity 
other than that of a bona fide owner. 

THOMAS H. BURROWES, 
_ Business Manager. 
Sworn to and subscribed before ‘me, this 
24th day of August, 1955. 
es Edward D. Selva. 
My Commission Expires July 14, 1957. 





ELIMINATE DANGEROUS 
Headlight Glare! 





IMPROVE your NIGHT VISION and ELIMINATE 
dangerous GLARE at once with this amazing new 
invention — LITENITE NIGHT DRIVING GLASSES. 
These remarkable glasses are made of special amber 
lenses that let through INFRA-RED light. INSTANTLY 
you see more clearly! Headlamps of oncoming cars 
look like soft amber lights — yet everything else is 


in sharp focus. Amazing, 
actually put LITENITE on! 
See More Clearly Through Darkness and Haze 
LITENITE are NOT sunglasses, but scientifically de- 
veloped NIGHT LENSES used by airplane pilots to 
see’ more clearly through darkness and haze. Wonder- 
ful also for WALKING at oe TV and night sports. 
Beautifully made with 24-KARAT gold-plated Avia- 
tion frame, comfort temples, adjustable nose-pads, 
wide-angle lenses. 

FREE! Rich-looking Leatherette Carrying Case 
TRY AT OUR RISK for full week. MONEY BACK if 
you don't say night driving is a pleasure! Send check 
or money order—or order C.O.D. plus postage 
REGULAR style only $2.98. CLIP-ON style for use 
over prescription glasses only $2.25. State style and 
whether for man or woman. 

STUYVESANT TRADING CO. 


220 Fifth Ave., Dept. 911, New York 1 


unbelievable until you 











sports 
cars 
illustrated 


in the December issue: 


Watkins Glen 
Tuning the VW 
Best Buy in Foreign Cars 
Japanese Rally 
a story by S.C.H. Davis 


and much much more in vast 


variety 




















Fashions for Him 


By SARTOR 


If you own a sports car, you probably 
also own a leather outerwear jacket. 
In that case you know it’s a wonderful 
thing to have around when you want to 
go out to clean the car or take a spin 
on a chilly winter day, but impossible 
to keep clean or get clean once it’s 
soiled. 


Well, the wonders of science never 
cease, for now. comes word of a new 
tanning process for kid, cape, suede and 
pigskin which produces leather in all 
colors which can be tossed into the tub 
or washing machine and washed in soap 
and water without any loss of color, 
shrinkage or stretching. Known as 
LaunderLeather, it has already made its 
appearance in men’s cape and pigskin 
gloves, as well as in suede outerwear 
jackets, and you'll be seeing a lot more 
of it in the near future. 

* * * 


If you’re contemplating a southern 
vacation trip this winter, make sure to 
stock your wardrobe with a few boat- 
necked T-shirts in gaily-colored stripes. 
Adapted from shirts worn by Italian 
boatmen, the bateau-neck shirt with 





LaunderLeather suede jacket can 
be washed in soap and water in 
tub or washing machine. 


three-quarter length, push-up sleeves 
was introduced here last spring and 
became very popular during the summer. 
It’s bigger than ever today and featured 
in the lines of many sportswear manu- 
facturers. McGregor is showing a hand- 
some line of boat-necks in horizontal 
stripes, in white with red, brown, black 
and many other colors at around $5 
that’s worth taking a look at. 

Or, if you’re in the market for some- 
thing a little different in the way of a 
knitted sports shirt, A. Sulka is showing 
a beauty. This is a pure alpaca pull- 
over model with a rich, soft, silky wool 
feeling. A shell stitch weave provides 
open construction and breathing that’s 
unusual in a shirt of this type. Contrast- 
ing piping on the collar and sleeves 
provides a novel styling touch. 


* + 


While dark tones still hold the spot- 
light for business wear, sportswear and 
accessories continue to grow more color- 
ful and brighter, thus providing a sharp 
contrast with somber-hued suits and 
slacks. 

This winter, for example, you'll have 
a wider range in bright dress shirt 
colors to choose from than ever before. 
Although pink seems to be on the de- 
cline, mint green and mauve are still 
growing in popularity, while more vivid 
shades like citron, bright orange and red 
tones are also coming to the fore in 
combination with charcoal browns, grays 
and blues. 

There’s still no indication of a trend 
away from short-point collars, either. 
They go well with the “natural look” 
which has become so popular and are 
in more demand than ever, with round 
point button-downs and eyelet models 
still fashion leaders. 

Brighter colors dominate sports shirt 
offerings, with motifs leaning heavily on 
the Far East for inspiration. Collars 
are now growing smaller on_ sports 
shirts; too, with many featuring button- 
down styles which add a touch of formal- 
ity and also provide for two-way wear. 

* * x 


The current popularity of dark tones 
has also focused attention on men’s 
jewelry, as tie clips, collar pins and 
cuff links enjoy a popularity they haven’t 
experienced in many years. Car motifs, 
missing from many popular lines for the 
last year or two, are back in force this 
year, and you can have your choice oj} 
antique, classic or sports car motifs in 
a wide variety of handsome styles. 


If you’re interested in learning where 


any of the items mentioned in this_ 


column may be purchased in your 
locality, just drop a line to Sartor, 
Sports Cars Illustrated, 814 H St. N. W., 
Washington 1, D. C. 

—— 





CRASH THROUGH 


the TIME BARRIER 


ONLY 





WITH THE 


“MADE SIMPLE” 


$ METHOD 


You Can Master Years of Vital 
Study in Just a Few Weeks! 


SIMPLE! PRACTICAL! 
EACH COMPLETE! 


Are YOU being held back jobwise and socially because 
there are serious GAPS in your education? If so, (or if 
you want to “brush-up”), you don’t have to take long, 
costly courses to master any of these vital subjects. 
Each is now fully covered in a “Made Simple” book, 
with amazing new short-cut methods that teach you 
QUICKLY, EASILY —in weeks instead of years! 
NOT “digests” but BIG 8%” x 11” books with 
large type and clear illustrations—for only $1.00. 


MATHEMATICS Made Simple 
by A. SPERLING, Ph.D., College of The City of 
New York, and M. STUART, B.5., Civil Engineer 
Bosic Arithmetic—Addition, Subtraction, Multipli- 
cation, Division, Computing Averages, etc., Frac- 
tions, Decimals, Discounts, Interest, Commissions, 
Profit and Loss, Texes, Denominate Numbers, 
Ratio and Proportion. 









Algebra ~— Formulas ond Equotions, Factors and 
Roots, Powers, Logorithms. 


MATHEMATICS: 
Made Simpe 


Plane Geometry—Angles, Definitions, Geometrical 
Constructions, Line & Angle Relationships, Geomet- 
rical Demonstrations. 


Solid Geometry—Rectanguler Solids, Prisms and 
Cylinders, Pyramids and Spheres. 


Trigonometry—Laws of Sines, Cosines and Tan- 
gents, Tables, Scales and Graphs, How to Use the 
Stide Rule © -and much more. Mb 
ENGLISH Made Simple lieu 
by ARTHUR WALDHORN, Ph.0., and ARTHUR 
ENGLISH 


ZEIGER, *h.D., Instructors, Dept. of English, 
Made Simple 


ey 
Yo 


] 
: 
College of the City of New York ; 
Spelling © Words Commonly Misspelled © Grammar 
* Punctuation © Correcting Errors in Sentences © 
How to Write Setter Sentences ond Poragraphs 
Business and Personal Letter Writing © Building 
Your Vecebulery © Avoiding the Most Common 
Mistakes in the Use of Words and Expressions © 
Self-Tests for Accuracy * Complete Glossary of 
Faulty Diction ond Usage * -and much more. 


PHYSICS Made Simple Y 
by IRA M. FREEMAN, Ph.D., Associate Professor Yl hd 
of Physics, Rutgers University . ‘ ; 
Mechanics— including: Machines, Levers, Pulleys and 
Gears, Gas, Steam and Diese! Engines ¢ The Noture p 4 Y 7 | C 5 
of Heat © The Noture of Sound © Jet Propulsion © 
Light © Roeder * X-Rays © Magnetism © Electric- ; 
ity © Electronics * Radio and TV © Nuclear Physics Made Sim { le 
& Atomic Energy © 57 Basic Experiments That Con 
be Done ct Home © Many Useful Formulas end 
Tebles © —178 Illustrations © —ond much more. 


THE ART OF SPEAKING 
Made Simple 
by WM. H. GONDIN, Ph.D., Associote Professor, 
City College of New York, ond EDWARD W. 


MAMMEN, Associate Professor, Baruch School of 
Business 


Soneentinn * Public Speaking © Overcoming THE ART OF 
ihyness * Parliamentary Procedure * Developing SPEAK IN G 


Your Voice and Poise * Selling Effectively © Tele- 
Made Simole 4 


1 


phone Conversations * Radio and TV Speaking « 
Addressing Clubs ond Other Groups © Making o 
Good First impression © Starting an Interesting 
Conversation * Keeping Up o Lively Conversation 
> tenia Pe ~ @ 





People © Speech Preparation © Discussion Tech- 
niques © Correcting Foreign Accents * Totking of 
Business Meetings and Other Conferences © Win- 
ning on Argument or Putting Across Your Point © 
Persuading Others © -and much more. 


EVERYDAY LAW Made Simple 
by JACK LAST, Attorney ot Low, Member N. Y. Bor 
Warranties © What Must be in Writing ¢ Statute 
of Frauds © Whet o Contract Showld Contain « 
Transfer of Title © Instaliment Buying © Negoti- LAW 

able Poper © Responsibilities of Endorsers © Prin- . | 
cipal ond Agent * Employer ond Employees « Made Simple : 
Master and Servant * Negligence * Mortgages © 4 
Lendiord ond Tenant ¢ Crimes ¢ Arrests © Auto y 
Accidents © Insurance * Workmen's Compensation | 
* Libel and Slander © Liability of Porents, 
Spouses, Employers © Collection of Debts © Attech- f 
ment of Solory © Bankruptcy * ® ization © 
Grounds for Divorce, Separation, Annviment * 
Alimony © Local, Stete, Federal and International 
Law © Buying and Selling Reel Estate © Indict- 
ments © Confessions * Hobeos Corpus © Sail © 
Juries ¢ Charts ond Tables of Varictions of Low 
in All The Stotes © ~and much more. 


Send No Money! MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE Coupon 


MADE SIMPLE BOOKS, INC., Dept, M-221 
220 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

Please send me books checked below. It is understood that 
if I am not entirely satisfied with them, I may return them 
within one week for a full refund. 

(] MATHEMATICS Made Simple, $1.00 (_] PHYSICS Made Simple, $1.00 

() ENGLISH Made Simple, $1.00 (_) EVERYDAY LAW Made Simple, $1.00 
] THE ART OF SPEAKING Made Simple, $1.00 

C] Payment enclosed, send POSTPAID 

() Send C.O.D. and I will pay postage 





s 
EVERYDAY \ 
} 








Name 
Address 


City Zone State 
For Canada, add 25¢ to prepaid orders— No C.O.D.'s 


-------------- 
Lcieqnen en cncrasavaunasananans 
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On-the-spot photograph of Don Smith (seated) with other creative people at the Fitzgerald Advertising Agency, New Orleans, La. 


Is there an art career in your future? 


Don Smith’s Actual True Story May Show 
You the Way to a New Life. 


Did you like to draw as a child? Do you wonder 
whether there is a career awaiting you as an artist? 


Don’t say “No”—until you read the true story of 
Donald C. Smith. 3 years ago, Don knew nothing 
about art. He even doubted that he had talent. Today 
he holds the title of “professional illustrator” at a 
big advertising agency. And he is a very happy man. 
He loves his job .. . makes good money .. . works on 
important accounts . .. meets interesting people. And 
in this exciting field—where there is no age limit, 
seniority or prejudice—Don knows that his future is 
entirely in his own hands. 


Most artists enjoy the year-round security of a 


FREE! 


Thousands paid $1 to take this 
test, but it’s yours FREE if 
you’re sincerely interested 

and if you act at once. 
Mail the coupon NOW. 





steady, well-paid job. But some men and women pre- 
fer to be their own bosses. Working at home or a 
studio—they pick and choose their assignments, work 
anywhere in the country, and demand good prices for 
their work. 


How about you? Are you missing a fascinating, 
money-making art career simply because you aren’t 
sure that you have talent? 


Here’s your chance to find out—FREE. Through a 
remarkable art talent test—developed by America’s 
12 Most Famous Artists—you can now find out all 
about your sense of design, form, picture composi- 
tion, and your natural ability to draw. The test is 
FREE. No strings. No obligation. Don’t miss this 
chance to find out whether you have hidden art talent 
worth developing. Mail the coupon below today. 


Most Famous Artists 


America’s 12 FAMOUS ARTISTS SCHOOLS 


Norman Rockwell Studiol87-YS Westport, Conn. 


Jon Whitcomb 


' Stevan Dohanos 
I Harold Von Schmidt 
Peter Helck 

Fred Ludek 


Name 


Send me without obligation your Art Talent Test. 





Al Parker (PLEASE PRINT) 


Robert Fawcett Address 


Age. 





Austin Briggs 
Dong Kingman 


Albert Dorne City, Zone, State 





i 
i 
, Ben Stahl 
i 
I 
. 
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T’S TRUE! Now you can get the breath-taking accelera- 


tion . 


. jack-rabbit starts . 


. blazing new power that 


you’ve dreamed about for years—simply by harnessing the 
raw, unburnt gasoline that your engine is wasting today! 
You can get performance from your present car that 


will make your friends gasp with astonishment—and 


you 


can save $25, $50, even $75 a year on gas bills alone doing it! 


Yes! You, yourself can fit this 
amazing GASOLINE ATOM- 
IZER on to your car in as little 
as 20 easy minutes! And it is 
guaranteed to pay you back your 
full purchase price, in gas sav- 
ings alone, in the first 3 to 4 
short months that you use it. 
Here's why! 


By RICHARD JOHNS 


Mr. Car Owner! How would 
you like to have the driving thrill 
of your life next weekend? 


Picture this yourself! Next 
weekend you go down to your 
car—the same tired car that 
you've been driving for years. 
You've made only one simple 

to that car, so easy t 
your 16-year-old son could do it! 
But now, when you turn on the 
ignition, a modern miracle of en- 
gineering science comes to life 
under your hood! 


From the very first moment, 
you'll see and feel the difference 
in that engine. That engine will 
hum with new, throbbing power. 
When you release the emergency 
brake, your car will glide out of 
its parking space . . . roll down 
the street with your foot hardly 


touching the pedal. Every 30 or 
40 seconds, you'll give t car 
an extra shot of gas . . . feeling it 


spurt ahead testing the new 
power that’s singing underneath 
your foot! 


We ask you to pull up to 
another car at the stop light, of 
approximately the same year and 
make as your own! Wait until 
the light changes from red to 
om, Let the other car start 

rst. Wait till the other car gets 

If way across the street. And 
then slam your fooi down on the 
gas pedal! 


Before that other car has even 
crossed the street, you will have 
caught up with him. For one 
brief second, you and that other 
car will race fender to fender. 
And then you will flash 


away 
from him . . . you will leave him 
a full block behind. . you will 


look in your rear view mirror 
and see the startled look of 
amazement in the other driver's 


eyes! 

TEST THIS NEW 
POWER A HUNDRED 
DIFFERENT WAYS! 

But this is just the beginning! 


Test this equipment for one full 
month—entirely at our risk! Test 





YOUR GAS SAVINGS! 
Clip this guarantee sec- 
tion out of this page. It 
authorizes i 


history! You have noth- 
ing to lose! ACT TODAY! 
Eugene Stevens, Inc. 
Chacans 


Eugene Stevens, Pres. 


it on the highway! Use it to flash 
away from other cars . . . spurt 
up the steepest hills . . asnhaihe 
pass other cars in 2, 4, 6 and 
even 8 seconds LESS than you 
could have done formerly! 

Test this equipment in long- 
range driving! See the enormous 
gas savings it gives you at high 

is! eg to yourself that at 

. even 70 miles an 

hour, an foot is still half-way 
up on the pedal—you still have 

1 the reserve power you need 
to get out of any emergency on 
the highway! 

Yes, and test this equipment 
in stop-and-go city driving! Prove 
to yourself that it gives you the 
instant acceleration you need to 
get out in front of the crowd ... 
with far less gas than you're 
using today! Prove to yourself 
that it can actually save you $25 
to $50 to $75 on your gas bills 
every single year . . . that it ac- 
tually pays back its full cost, in 
gas savings alone, during the 
first three or four months—or 
your full money back! 


HOW DOES THIS PRODUCT 
GIVE YOU SUCH 
TREMENDOUS NEW POWER? 

And you get all this perform- 
ance—and more—from a small, 
polished machine of bronze and 
aluminum that you can hold in 
your hand! Here's why: 

Gasoline in its liquid form is 
not explosive. If you accidentally 


Youre we AMAZING * 
ENGINE AS MUCH 


gives you w 
from every 


harder . . 
you buy! ‘It ives 


. . Shoot up steep hills 
open highway! 


No wonder dozens of leading car magazines cal! 
this the “money-saving discovery of the year. 
re amazing gas-saver yourself — without risking 

nny! THE THRILLING FACTS ARE ON 


T IS PAGE! 


“MINI-SUPER CHARG- 
BOOSTS THE POWER OF YOUR 
AS 259%! Gives you the gas 
economy you've dreamed about for years! Here's 
why. This Power Booster works on exactly the same 
principle as superchargers selling for as high as 
$600. Its whirlwind propeller (A) breaks up the raw, 
unburnt gas that your engine is wasting today . 
to 25% more engine-driving power 
rop! Its emergency breather valve (B) 
forces huge quantities of fresh air into your engine 
forces that engine to breath deeper 
._pile up more mileage from every gallon 
you A TREMENDOUS NEW 
BURST. OF MONEY. SAVING POWER, just when 
you need it most—when you flash away from traffic 


. pick up speed on the 


Now! Turn Your Waste Gas 


Into SUPER POWER! 


Test 











drop a lighted match into a 
bucket full of gasoline, the 
chances are 10 to 1 that that 
gasoline will actually put out that 
match. But simply mix that same 
bucket full of gas with the proper 
amount of air, and you will 
have enough explosive power to 
drive a ten ton truck! 


The main purpose of this ma- 
chine is to SUPER-MIX . . 
SUPER-VAPORIZE ... 
SUPER-ATOMIZE your gas in 
exactly that way! To squeeze 
the hidden power out of that gas! 
To mix that gas with much great- 
er volumes of air! To make that 
gas more explosive in the engine 
of your car! 

No wonder men have paid up 
to $600 for Superchargers! —— 
we are offering you on this 
is a MINI-SUPERCHAR ER 
— easier to install — less expen- 
sive! But still the only power 
product you can buy with all 
these tremendous advantages: 

1. You can install it yourself, 
in just 30 minutes, even if you 
never picked up a tool before 
in your life! No $10, $15 or $20 
mechanic's bills! No drilling, or 
grinding of any kind! You never 
even touch the inside of your 
engine! 





FREE! 


UP TO $3 RETAIL VALUE! 


UP TO 2 TO 4 MILES MORE PER 


GALLON INSTANTLY, SAY THOUSANDS OF USERS. 


THS is probably the most widely 
sold piece of automative equip- 
ment in the world! OVER HALF 
A MILLION DRIVERS have paid 
up to $3 a set to put these amazing 
Air Bleed Needles on their cars! 
But we bought out an entire fac- 
tory at a sacrifice price! For this 
one advertisement only, we can 
offer you — exact same needles 
as a FRE gift, even if you return 
the MINI  SOPERCHARGER! 


1. They fit onto — carburetor 
of your car, where 






car 
you will need ana one of the Air 

leed Needles (regular retail price 
$1.50). If you have an eight-cyl- 
nder ll need two 


a 

. THAT'S ALL 
TO IT! Even if you never under 
your hood before, you can do it in 60 
. . without touching a tool, 

without leven getting your hands dirty! 


) 





He 


: =< 


2. The pose of “these Air 
Bleed les is to STOP YOUR 
CAR FROM WASTING GAS IN 
STOP-AND-GO DRIVING 

and to save you up to 2 to 4 miles 
7 tallon If you use your car to ¢o 









same time it can give you easier, 
quieter a pick- up 
and more 





MINI—SUPERCHARGER PRICE LIST 





idling! 


REMEMBER, THIS IS PROB- 
ABLY YOUR ONLY CHANCE 
TO GET A 


as much 
as $3 to a gift that is 
yours to even if return 
the MINI-S' PERCHARGER! 


But you must act today! Our supply 
is limited! We can make this offer only 
this one time in this FF yen 90 Simply 
send us the make a: yy of your ca 
and this gift is yours! BUT ACT TODAY! 





Buick All Models $11.95 
Cadillac All Models 11.95 
‘hevrolet All Models to 1954 9.95 
‘hevrolet All Models after 1954 11.95 
Chrysler Six’ 9.95 
Chrysler All Eight's 11.95 
to All Six's 95 
DeSoto All Eight’s 11.95 
Dodge All Six's 9.95 
L All Eight’s 11.95 
F All Six's 9.95 
Ford All Eight's 11.95 
Hudson Wasp, Pacemaker 
and Jet 9.95 
All Other Models 11.95 
Kaiser & 
Fraser Henry J 9.95 
Kaiser & 
Fraser All Other Models 11.95 
Lincoin All Models 11.95 
ash All Models 11.95 
Old: bile All Six's 9.95 
Oldsmobile All Eight's 11.95 
Mercury All Models to 1953 11.95 
Mercu: All Models after 1953 . 14.95 
Packa: All Models 11.95 
Plymouth _ All go to 1954 9.95 
Plymouth _ 1955 Mode! 11.95 
Pontiac All Six 9.95 
Pontiac All Siz" . after 1952 11.95 
and all Eight's 
Studebaker . All Six's 9.95 
c All Eight's 11.95 
Willys All Models 9.95 


(NOTE: Owners of high-priced cars. I 
your car has a special four barre! carbu 
retor, the price is $14.95.) 








2. It never needs further ad- 
justments, for the full lifetime of 
your car! Nothing to go out of 
order or break down on the high- 
way. Completely guaranteed for 
20 years. 


3. It takes up no room in your 
ar... makes no “sou; -up” 
noise! No shifting around of en- 
gine parts. No “hot rod” noises 
to cause embarrassment! 


° 


SO EASY TO INSTALL THAT 
EVEN YOUR 16-YEAR-OLD 
SON CAN DO IT! 





HERE'S ALL YOU DO! 


Step 1. Open your hood. Lo- 
cate Air Cleaner and Carburetor 
Unit that sits smack on top of 
your engine. Simply take an or- 
dinary wrench and loosen the 
two or three bolts that hold car- 
buretor to the engine! 


EUGENE STEVENS, INC 
114 EAST 32 STREET. DEPT 
NEW YORK 16, NEW YORK 


Gentlemen 


MAKE OF CAR 
MODEL 

6 CYLINDERS 
STANDARD TRANSMISSION 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 
I 


(C0 CHECK HERE TO SAVE MORE! Enclse check or money order, and we 
. pay, all postage and handling charges! You save as much as $1.06. Same money 


ck guarantee, of course! 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
DEALERS! DISTRIBUTORS! CASH IN OWN HUGE, FULL PAGE NEWSPAPER AND 
TELEVISION CAMPAIGN! WRITE FOR FREE DETAILS 


S-511 


Yes, I want to try your amazing MINI-SUPERCHARGER 


entirely at 
your risk! I will pay postman only. (see price list — low COD 
charges. | understand that it must do everything you 7 or my full money back! 


Also send me as your Extra Gift Premium. the Free 
keep the needles even if I return the MINI su PERC i ARG 3ER 


4 DOOR OR 2 DOOR 
STRAIGHT 8 v-8 


If you have a 1954 or 1955 car, please give horsepower 


©Copyright By Eugene Stew ens, Inc. 1955 


Step 2. Lift up the carburetor. 
Put INI-SUPERCHARGER 
unit in place. What could be 
easier? 

Step 3. Replace carburetor 
Now turn on your engine! And 
then get in and take the most 
thrilling drive of your life! 


TRY IT ENTIRELY 
AT OUR RISK 


This MINI-SUPER- 
CHARGER (U.S. Patent No. 
2,409,937) sells for only $9.95 


for most six-cylinder cars and 
only $11.95 for most eight-cylin- 
der cars. This is your total cost 
—there is no installation fee! 
And, most important of all, we 
guarantee that you will save this 
full purchase in gas bills alone 
—in the first 3 to 4 months that 
you own this device. 


You have nothing to lose! Try 
this equipment entirely at our 
risk. It must give you a whole 
new world of driving pleasure 
and economy or your full money 
back! Act today! 


EUGENE STEVENS, INC. 
114 East 32 Street S-511 
New York 16, New York 


---MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY! ~~ -. 





WAPORTANT: 
FOR FAST arty BE 
SURE COUPON IS 
COMPLETELY FILLED IN 








r Bleed Needle Set. I may 


YEAR 


Please Print 


AUTOMATIC 


ZONE STATE 


ET Bb mpage 




















































ce a ere en ie 







































Left: No, J4059—Glove-soft leather; Center: No. J2711—Grey Briarhide Right: No. 4549— Beaver grain 
black foam crepe sole and heel. calfskin; leather sole, rubber heel. leather; flexible leather sole. 
(NOTE: These styles also available in brown to go with your brown or tan sports outfit.) 


CORRECT JARMAN STYLES 
to go with your blue or grey sports outfit 


It’s a fine feeling to know you're correctly dressed 
—it gives you self-confidence that actually makes 
you look smarter. Wearing shoes of the right style 
and color is vital to this smarter appearance. For 
example, you can be sure you're correct when you 
wear any of the above good-looking Jarman 
““Leisuals” with a blue or grey sports outfit. And 
you don’t have to limit your chaice to these three 
—your dealer has other Jarmans suitable for such 

wear. In addition, 
hehas many styles 
to go with each of 
your basic outfits 
—casual or dress, 
whether blue, 


grey, brown or tan. (And we might add that all 
Jarmans are style-right for smartness, comfort- 
light for walking ease, built right for long wear.) 

To help you know “which shoes to wear with 
what” your Jarman dealer has a free Jarman “‘Style- 
O-Scope” for you. With its “magic arrow” this 
handy new chart automatically shows you the cor- 
rect shoes to wear at all times. And by telling what 
is right, it indirectly tells what is wrong—such as 
brown shoes with a blue or grey outfit. Why not 
visit your near-by dealer right away and select your 
smart new Jarmans for fall and winter. At the same 
time get your free Jarman “Style-O-Scope”’ and 
know that from then on you'll be right in style for 
every occasion. 


JARMAN SHOE COMPANY + NASHVILLE, T 
SH OIVISION QF GENERAL SHOE CORPORATI 


ENNESSEE 
ON 





